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JOURNAL. 


The Convention conyened at the “Capitol in the city of' 
Jackson, on Monday the seventh day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
one, and of the independence: of the United States of 
America the eighty-fifth, in pursuance of an act of the 
Legislature of said State entitled an act tó próvide for a 
Convention of the people of the State of Mississippi. 


MONDAY, January, Tth, 1861. 


At twelve o'clock M:, Mr. Gholson called the Convention 
prt and on his motion, H. T. Ellett was called to the 
" The Rev. C. K. Marshall opened the Convention with 
prayer as follows: —— 0 57 5 00 0 0077 00 : 

. Almighty and Everlasting God, we come into Thy presence 
on this solemn- occasion, so-freighted with the interests of 
all we hold deargas a people—so momentous in high pur- 
poses, and holy resolves—most humbly and earnestly to 
implore Thee to look down upon us in compassion and mercy, 
vouchsafé to these Thy servants assembled in General Oom- 
vention, the guidance and’ support of Thy Holy -Spirit. 
Thisisa day of sore trial to Patriots and Christians, and 
we are gathered together here to devise measures of govern- 
ment for our protection and well-being, and we fear to trust 
the issues of the conflict. on the formation of dur: plans to 
mere human wisdom and prudence. | We, therefore, devoutly 
look up tó Thee, praying that Thy Fatherly blessing may so 
inspire this body that by their action and labours the cause 
of liberty, religion, agriculture, commerce, government, our 
domestic peace and general prosperity, may be promoted and 
maintained. And grant, Oh! God, that in the performance | 
of their weighty obligations, these Thy servants may consu- 
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the principles of justice, equity and brotherly concord—that 
national strifes, ralling controversies, bitter recriminations 
and animosities may be banished from the land, while the 
vital doctrines of equality, self-government and constitutional 
freedom shall be maintained inviolable, and handed down to 
posterity as a Heaven-ordained legacy: "Thou, Oh! God, has - 
seen the malign and mighty agencies which many of the 
sister States of this great national family have for years 
past employed for our annoyance, reproach and overthrow. 
as equals in the Confederated Unon ; and how they have 
pursued the purpose of depriving us of our just rights, and 
destroying in our midst the institution which Thy Providence 
has solemnly bound us to uphold, defend and protect. "We 
have cried, Oh! Lord, to Thee, against wrong and discord, 
fanaticism and fratricidal strife; and we now beseech Thee, 
hear the voice. of our complaint and grant us Thy favor. 
Endue the hearts and understandings of the members of this 
Convention with wisdom from above: teach them as the 
Princes of Thy péople, the precepts of Thy Law, and help 
them in this momentous crisis to look up to Thee and relv 
on Thy blessing, that they may lay aside all passion, preju- 
dice and unkindness, and in calmness, and selfforgetfulness 
discharge the duties imposed by their high office. May they 
be so guided by Thee, that the issue-of their labors. shall 
result in measures of prosperity, public ‘tranquility -and 
domestic repose, and, if.as a State and a people we shall 
again resume the concessions which bind us. to-day to the 
Federal Union, ‘and in new, untried relaMfons, go forth in 
pursuit of the rights and privileges lost in the Union—God 
of our Fathers leave us not to ourselves—be "Thou our 
Leader, and our defense—raise up for us great. aud 
wortliy men to utter the words of Thy providential 
Teaching—shield us from every menacing - danger-—ajve 
unity of sentiment and harmony of action to all the people—- 
deliver us from the power of our enemies; and from ‘the 
sword of our brethren abroad. But if their sword.be drawn 
against us, Oh! God of Justice and Mercy, be to us a very . 
present help in the day of conflict, and victorious in arms we: 
will ascribe the -glory of our deliverance to "Thy Great. 
Name. | | 
And, now, Heavenly Father, we commend to Thy special 
care and blessing, the welfare and interests of the’ several 
. nationalities, of our own, and distant lands.. Bring the day 
of general peace—stay the hand that seeks the blood of a 
brother—let truth and charity prevail that Thy name may 
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be glorified i in i all the iie Por give all our sins: ; Tet them ; 
not be visited retributively ón our'homes, or our country. ` 
Make us Thy people and deliver us «from all eviland may 
we never have occasion to regret the -stéps we ‘are about to 
take in the great work that now lies before us. ^ ' 

These favors, and blessings, we humbly. implore in ‘the 
name, and : through the merits of our Lord: Jesus Christ. 
Amen! 

On motion, Mr. H. H. Tison was “appointed Sect etary 
pro tem. - 

The roll of counties was then called. 

The following delegates. came "forward and: registered their 
names? ' i 

Adams Co unty—AÀ. K. Farrar, J. Winehester, . 

Attala—E. H. Sanders, J. W. Wood. 23 == 

Amite—D. W, Hurst. 

Bolivar—M. H. MeGehee. 

Carroll —J. Z. George, W. Booth. — 

Ciaitorne-H. T. Ellett. ^ ^. 

. Coahoma—4. L, Aleorn.  ,. + | 

| Copia h—P. S. Catching, B. King. l 

Clarke—S. H. Terral. 

¿Choctaw-—W. F. Brantley, W. H. Witty, JH. Bawards 
 Chickasaw—J, A. Orr, C. B. Baldwin. .. 

Covington—A. C. Powell. 

Calhoun—-W .. A. Sumner, M. D: L. Stephens. ` " 

DeSoto—J. R. Chalmers, S. D. oum T, Lewers. 

Franklin—D. H. Parker. 

Green—T. J. Roberts. `. 

Hinds—W. P. Harris, W. P. ie W. B. Smart.. 

Holmes—J. M. Dyer, W. L. Keirn. Y 
_ Harrison —D..C. Glenn. Wen 
 Hancock-—J, B. Deason." , | 

Issaquena—À. C. Gibson. . 

Ttawamba—R. O. Beenie, A. B. Ballard, W. H. E Mion, 
M. C. Cummine S, 


Vor i dui E AXE T 
Jones-—J. H Powell. - i 
Kemper—O. Y: Neely, T. H. Woods. 
Lawrence-—W. Gwin. * 

Lowndes—W. S. Barry, G.R: Clayton. n 
Leake—W. B. Cólbert. - 

lar cir B. Ramsey, F. C. T — 
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Lafayette—L. Q. C. Lamar, T. D. Teom: : 
Marsholl—A. M. Clayton, J. W. Capa 8. entm B H. W 
Walter, W. M. Lea. 
Madisor—A. P. Hil 
Monroe—S. J. Ghelson, F. M. Rogers. 
Marion—H. Mayson. 
Noxubee—Israel Welsh. l 
Neshoba—D. M. Backstrom. a e 
Newton—M. M. Keith. A 
- Oktibbeha—T. C. Bookter. ' A n 
Perry—P. J. Myers. = MUS 
Pike—J. M. Nelson. | v. 
Panola—J. B. Fiser, E. F. McGehee. BE NM 
Pontotoc—C. D. Fontaine, J. B. Herring, H. R. Miller, 
R. W. Flournoy. 
&ankin-—J. J, Thornton, W. Denson. 
Sunflower-—E. P. Jones. 
Simpson—W. J. Douglas. DELE 
Smith—W.' Thompson. | . :. . i. 
Scott —O. W. Taylor. B . ! 
Tallahatciie—A. Patterson. 
Tishomingo-YA. E. Reynolds, W. W. Boi T. 2, Poni 
J. A. Blair. 
. Pumico-—A. Miller. 
Tüppah—O. Davis J. H. Berry, J. s: Daris, ». B. 
Wright. l : 
Washingto 
Wilkinson—A. C. Holt. | E ut ss 
Wayne—W . J. Eckford. e 
Warren—W. Brooke, T. A. Marshall. - 
Wnston—J. Kennedy, W. S. Bolling. de 
Yallobusha—E. M. Aldridge, W.R. Barksdale. 
Yazoo—H. Vaughan, G. B. Wilkinson. 
On motion of Mr. Gholson the Conventión proceeded to 
the election of a President by ballot. | 
The Chairman appointed Messrs. Anderson, , Berry and 


Nelson, to act as tellers. npn 2 
Upon the first ballot | A S 
Mr. W. S. Barry received. ....... EHE E votes, l 
© g Je Gholon usa lO “an 
* TeBe 795 — 2esculeum ex 19.9 
“WH. Re Miller. ."  ...:....... lg 5 
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E" E. R. Clayton A eee ae 
Whole nunibér of votes cast............. 97 ^"^ 
Necessary to a choice..... E 


- No one having received a a majority | of the whole Which 


ae as follows: | 
n the second ballot ` 
. W. 8. Barry received... — ere 41 votes, 
a Alcorn hn no» e. t os Y on roe 13 
s "m T M. Clayton » PEE AE 8 pe 
a ed lett : “ct 8 “ 
in Gholson Da MR Ed oet 
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+ yeast io a choice... ... ls. ee 4D ^ 
No one having received a ‘majority of all the: votas cast, 
the Convention procgeded to. a third ballot: ` 
W. S. Barry Técelved /. Gy ieai. ds 


.J.L.Alern ^" ^ ,................14 * 
A. M. Clayton E * ox * 9-5 4 « & 5» c € À ox ox 5 E: e 
H. T. Ellett '* |.............. "x. 

,, B. Miller ! $e "m xg i.e ^ ex cen 12 WE 
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Whole mim über vf voles dt... 97 i 


Necessary to a choice...................49 
Mr. i y (erp received a a majority of the. whole num- 
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FIRST BALLOT. .- 


E. A. Pope received. seges ser 45 tes, 


B. F Liddel “ ^..........: BBS 

——Dozierr ^C"  ........... O: a 

A. Rowe Eo Loma 7 4 
Whole number of votes casb.....:...... 9T E 
Necessary to a choice... ...... PR .49 ^* 


No one receiviue a majority of all the votes cast, the 
Convention proceed to second ballot, ‘with the following 
result : 


SECOND BALLOT. 


F. A. Pope received.,........:5......60 votes, 
Liddell o 96 “ 
Dozier - Er nann * 
Rowe DINEM s. L & 
o; — tí 
Whole number-of votes cast..........:..98 “ 
Necessary to a choice........o..oo... 30 “ 


Mr. Pope having received a majority of all the votes, Was 
declared to be elected Secretary of the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the Convention proceeded to 
the election of a Door-Keeper. 

Mr. Harris nominated S. Pool. 
. Mr. Ellett nominated J. W. Clingan. ` 
© Mr. Alcorn nominated W. M. Israel. 


FIRST. BALLOT. 


Mr. Pool received. .......o.......... 43 votes, 


a Clingan e . a * * 9? + > ` * *" & ? Bee * 9 & 9 s 15 d . 

& Israel Eo asasen y eee +t oe 4 . .96 & 

D enson 9 llle 6 €" € wok ee meee 9» * o e 1 s 
Whole namber- of. votes CaSt:............ 95. * - 


Necessary to a choice...........0...6...48 & 
No one having received a majority, Mr “Fett moved that 
Mr. Pool be elected by acclamation, which was adopted and 
Mr. Pool declared duly eleeted Door-Keeper of the Con- 
. vention. - | 
On motion of Mr, Welsh , the the Convention oceoded, to 
the el election of a Sargean 


Mr, Walter nominated $ 7 ' | Den, of Bhd 
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Mr. Clapp nominated B. F. Liddell, of Carroll. 

Mr. Dyer nominated A. V. Rowe, of Holmes. - 

Mr. Dease nominated Mr. Dozier, of Jasper. ` | 
Mr. Smart.nominated Mr. Farish, of Hinds. $ . 
Mr. Welch nominated W. Ivy Westbrook, of Noxubee. E 


FIRST BALLON. 


‘Denson received MM HEN 35 votes, 
Westbrook “ ................ eee. 49 “ 
Farish © Ulli llle arta 13 “ 
Rucker er 3 « 
Whole number of votes cast.:....... non 93 s 
Necessary to a choice.......-..... senenn 4T ¥ 


Nø one receiving a majority, Mr. Welsh moved that Mr. 
Westbrook be elected by acclamation, which was adopted, 
and Mr. Westbrook declared duly. elected Seargeant-at-Arms 
of. the Convention. 

Mr. Ellett offered the following resolutions, which were 


adopted, to-wit: 


wed, That the President be authorized to appoint two | 
pages, and to remove them at his pleasure. 

That the Rules of the House of Representatives 
of the State be adopted, so far.as applicable, for the gov 
ernment of this Convention. 

Mr. Lamar introduced the following resolution: —— 
" Resolved, That a committee of fifteen be appointed by 


` the. President with instructions to prepare and report as 


y as possible, an ordinance providing. for the with- 
drawal of the State of Mississippi from the present Federal 
Union, with a view to the establishment of a new Confeder- 
acy, to be composed of the seceding States. 

Pob moved the previous question, which being 
sustain 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the 
resolution and decided in the affirmative. . 
On. motion of Mr. Welsh, : 
Resolved, That the Door-Keeper furnish each member with - 
a copy of of the Rules of the House of Representatives. 
Clayton of Lowndes, offered the following resolution, 


which was adopted : 


Resolved, That. a- ‘committee consisting of three be a 
pointed by ihe President to wait on His Excellency the 
Governor of the State and inform him of the organization 
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of the Convention, and ascertain from him whether an 
communications have beén receivéd in his Department "en 
he deems necessary to bring before the Convention, /- *: 

The, President appointed on said committee the ivi s 
gentlemen, to-wit : p oP J 

G. R. Clayton, A. M. Clayton and J. L: Aor ae 

On motion of Mr. O. Davis, 

ied Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'cloc | 


TUESDAY, Jésvam mE [s 
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The Convention met: pursuant to-adjotimment g ds P. E 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Harrington. = 5 o9 o7 
The minutes of the preceeding day were vend. «nd opi 
a ee offered the following resolution, which was 
adopte 
id That the President of the Confehtión- e 
authorized to grant admission to this Hall -to «suéh:of the . 
Reporters of the public Press as he may deem fit, indito 
remove the same at his- pleasure, until 3t o tie otherwiee - 
ordered by the Convention. u— un Ko 
On motion of Mr. Rogers, . ~ MAU S 
Resolved, That a committee consisting: of five ie appointed | 
on Elections and that the certificates of membership. of. “this 
Convention be referred to said committee. pi 
The President appointed as said committed, Missrs. | 
Rogers, Wilkinson, Yerger, Reynolds and Bookter:” ea Qu 
On motion of Mr. Clayton of Marshall, 55555: 
Resolved, That the omo from the State of South. 
Carolina, as well as the Commissioners from wy oth 
States be invited to seats on this-floor. - - YE 
Mr. Walter of Marshall, offered the following > ES 
Resolved, That a committee of-— members be appobitel 
by the President to report to this Convention an amendment 
to the Constitution of the State, authorizing it to borrow ^ 
money for the purpose of military defense, and pledge te 
faith of the State for the repayment of the loan, or to report - 
such other measuresas Savom tiens deem: aviso fr 
tbispurpose. . ^ T | eaa 
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Mr. Wright moved to ui i ‘adding "iogother with 
the existing means for the defense of the State." 

Mr. Glenn offered the following .substitute for the fore- 
going E and amendment, which was accepted and 


ado 

Bol olved, That tha following Standing Committers, each 
"40 be composed - of seven menibers, be appointed by the 
- President, to-wit : 
. 1st. À.Committee-on Citizenship in Mississippi: - 

9d. A Committee on Federal Jur isdiction and Proper ty 
in the State of Mississippi. 

*- 8d. A Committee on Postal Affairs. — a 
` 4th. A Committee on the State Constitution. 

5th. A Committee on Military and Naval Affairs. 

6th. A Committee on the formation of a Southern Con- 
federacy ; . 

And that said committees i inquire into the matters proper- 
ly Pertaining and to report thereon by ordinance or other-- 
Wise. - 

"The President then smmouneed the names of the Committee 
of Fifteen to report an Ordinance of Secession .under the 
resolution offered by Mr. Lamar on the first day. The 
committee consists. of the following members : l 

L. Q. C. Lamar, W. P. Harris, S. J. Gholson, J. L. 
Aleorn, H: T. Ellett, W. Brooke, H. [4 Miller, J. A. Blair. 
A. M. Clayton, Alfred Holt, J. Z. George, E. H. Saunders, 
‘Benj: King, G. R. Clayton, Orlando Davis. 

Mr. Clayton of Lowndes, from the special committee of 
three do the following report: | 

“The commitibe appointed: under resolution of the Conven- ' 
i: tión: to wait upon his Excellency the Governor and inform 
him'of its organization and ascertain if any communications 

have been received by him which'he considers necessary and 
"próper tó'Tay before this body have performed that duty and 
report they received answer from the Governor that com- 
“múmications had ‘been received which he would doi before 
the Convention in due time. — ^ 
Mr. Harris offered the following resolution : | 
— Resolved, That the Door-Keeper be instructed to furnish 
each member of the Convention with one copy of the Daily 
‘Mississippian during the session.  - 

Mr. Marshall moved to amend dy s "and also the 

“Vidksburg Whig.” ed "n 
"The ametidment was Tost, "ues i | 
The resolution as o zi read y was d 


[end 
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On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

Resolved, That the Judges of the High Court of Errors 
and Appeals, and the Judges of the Cireuit Courts of this 
State be invited to seats within the bar of this Convention. 

. On motion of Mr. Aldridge, . 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to notify 
the Commissioners of various States who. may attend this 
Convention of the passage of a resolution by this Conven- 
tion inviting them to a seat on this floor and make any. 
necessary and suitable arrangements for -that purpose. 

The President appointed Messrs. Aldridge, Marshall and 
Miller of Pontotoc. 

Mr. Aldridge presented a memorial io the Convention 
from Mrs. M. Gibbs of Yallobusha, which upon his motion 
was referred to the committee of fifteen. 

Mr. Gholson offered the following resolution: —— | 

Resolved, That special Commissioners be elected by this 
Convention te visit the Conventions now in session in 
Alabama-and Florida, whose duty it shall be to inform 
those bodies that this Convention has passed a resolution 
preparatory to secession from the present Union with a view 
to the formation of a Southern Confederacy, and to invite 
the co-operation of those States, and to report irn time to 
time the actión of our sister States, 

Which for the present was laid on the table. — 

Mr. J. 8. Yerger, delégate from the county of Washington, 
appeared. and took his seat. 

Mr. J. S. Johnston, delegate from the county of Jefferson, 
appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. Walter offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Constitutional amend- 

ments be instructed to report as soon as practicable, after 
its appointment, an amendment to the Constitution of this 
State authorizing it to borrow money for the purpose of 
military defence and to pledge the faith of the State for the 
repayment of the loan.  . 

Mr. Chalmers moved to ‘amend by striking out the words 
“an amendment to the Constitution of this State,” and 
substitute the words “an ordinance.” - 

The amendment was lost and the original resolution was 
adopted. 
| Pss Anderson offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Door-Keeper be required to “make ' 
arrangements with the dd Master me the. o prepayment of | 
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postage on all printed matter sent by the members of this 
Convention. 

- On motion of Mr. Gholson, the Convention adjourned. 
"until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 


WEDN ESDAY, JANUARY 9TH, 1861. 


The Convention called to order at half: past 10 o'clock, ` 
A.M. c 
'The session was opened with pr ayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Crane. 

The minutes of the 2d day’ s proceedings were read and 
approved. 

The following message was received from the Gover nor 
through his private Secretary, Mr. Campbell. 


Mr. PRESIDENT : — 

. I herewith o to the Sovereign Convention of the 
State of Mississippi, several messages of his Excellency 
John J. Pettus, transmitting various documents and other 
important information. 

[See Appendix for’ Documents roferred to in the above . 
. message. | 
Commissioners Burt of South Carolina and Pettus from 
‘Alabama, by previous invitation, took their seats in the 
Convention. 

Mr. Lamar from the Committee of Fifteen reported an 
Ordinance of Secession.  — | 

Mr. Lamar moved that thef Convention go into secret 
session for the purpose of considering the Ordinance of 
. Secession, and thereupon moved the previous question, which 
being sustained, the question was then taken. on the motion 
to go into secret session and decided in the affirmative. 


EVENING SESSION, HALFPAST 4 o’CLOCK. 


Convention met pursuant to adjournment. : 
. On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be —— as a. 
Counsel on. behalf of this Convention to confer with his 
Excelleney the Governor upon such grave matters as he d 
submit for their consideration, 
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The President appointed as said committee, Messrs. 
Rogers, Alcorn, Clayton of Marshall, Harris and Holt. 

Mr. Lamar from the Committee of Fifteen to whom was 
referred the subject of preparing the Ordinance of Secession 
reported “an Ordinance to dissolve the Union between the 
State of Mississippi and the States united with her under 
the compact entitled the “Constitution of the United States,” 
with the recommendation that it do pass. E 

Mr. Lamar moved that the report be received and agreed 
to. 

A division being called for, 

The report was received. a 

Mr. Yerger offered an amendment by way of substitute 
entitled “an Ordinance providing for the final adjustment of 
all difficulties between the free“and slave States of the ` 
United States by securing further Constitutional guarantees 
within the present Union." "M l 

The question was taken on the adoption of the substitute 
and decided in the negative by yeas and nays as follows : 


Avrs.—Messrs. Brooke, Blair, Bonds, Bullard, Cummings, 
 Farrar, Flournoy, Herring, Hurst, Marshall, McGehee of 
Bolivar, Myers, Parker, Reynolds, Sanders, Sumner, Stevens, 
Thornton, Winchester, Yerger, Young—21. | 

Nays.—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Anderson, Ald- 
ridge, Barksdale, Baldwin, Backstrom, Booth, Brantly, 
Benton, Beene, Berry, Boling, Bookter, Clayton of Marshall, 
Clayton of Lowndes, Catching, Chalmers, Colbert, Clapp, 
O. Davis, J. S. Davis, Dease, Denson, Douglas, Dyer, 
Deason, Eckford, Edwards, Ellett, Fizer, Fontaine, George, 
Glenn, Gibson, Gholson, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Isom, 
Johnston of DeSoto, Johnston of Jefferson, Jones, Keirn, 
Keith, Kennedy, King, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, Lewis, Mayson, 
McGehee of Panola, Miller of Pontotoc, Miller of Tunica, 
Neely, Nelson, Orr, Pattison, Powell of Covington, Powell 
of Jones, Ramsey, Roberts, Rodgers, Semmes, Smart, Terral, 
Tison, Taylor, Thompson, Vaughan, Walter, Welsh, Witty, 
Wilkinson, Woods, Wright—18. | 


Mr. Alcorn moved to amend the Ordinance of Secession 
by adding the following section : ! 

SgC.— Be it further ordained, Thatthis Ordinance shallnot 
go into effect until at least the States of Alabama, Georgia, 
Florida and Louisiana shall through their respective Con- 
ventions, resolve to secede from the Federal Union, and 
resume their sovereignty. 


Ld 
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"The vote being taken by ayes and nay the amendment. 
Was lost by the following vote : ; 


AXES.— Messrs. Alcorn, Beene, Bends, Bullard, TR a 
Denson, Dyer, Farrar, Herring; Hurst, Johnston of DeSoto, 
McGehee of Bolivar, McGehee of Panola, Myers, Parker, 
Powell of Jones, Reynolds, Sanders, Sumner, Stevens, Tison, 
Thornton, Winchester, Yerger, Young—25. 

Nays —Mr. Pr esident, Messrs, Anderson, Aldridge, 
Barksdale, Baldwin, Backstrom, Booth, Brantley, Brooke, 
Benton, Blair, Berry, Boling, Bookter : Clayton of Marshall, 
Clayton of Lowndes, Catehing, Chalmers, Colbert, Clapp, ` 
O. Davis, J. S. Davis; Dease, Douglas, Deason, Éckford, 
Edwards, Ellett, Fizer, Flournoy, Fontaine, George, Glenn, 
Gibson, Gholson, Gwin, Harris, Hill, Holt, Isom, Johnston 
of Jefferson, Jones, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, King, -Lea, 
Lamar, Lewers, Lewis, Marshall, Mayson, Miller of Pontotoc, 
Miller of Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Pattison, Powell of 
Covington, Ramsey, Roberts, Rogers, Semmes, Smart, Terral, 
Taylor, Thompson, Vaughan, Walter, Welsh, Wit. Win- 
chester, Wilkinson, Woods, Wr ight—T4. an 


Mr. Brooke offered the following amendment : 

Provided that-this Ordinance shall not take effect until 
_ the same shall have been ratified by the qualified electors of 
the State and to-this end an election shall be held at the 
various election precincts of the State on the second 1 Monday 
of February 1861, under the rules and regulations now in 
force in regard to the election of State officers... 

Those voting for the Ordinance shall endorse on their 
tickets the word “ratification” and those voting against it 
the words “no ratification.” 

The Governor shall issue writs of election to the several 
Sherifis of the State and a proclamation duly notifying the 
people of the holding of said election. 

The vote being taken by ayes and nays; the eens 
was lost by the following vote: | m 


Ayrs.—Messrs. Alcorn, Aldridge, - Bürkodalo Brooke, ` 
Beene, Blair, Bonds, Bullard, Cummings, Denson, Farrar, 
Flournoy, Herring, ‘Hurst, Isom, Marshall, McGehee of 
Bolivar, Myers, Parker, Powell of J ones, Reynolds, Sanders, 
Sumner, Stevens, Tison, Thornton, Winchester, Yerger, 
Young—29. il E 
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Nays.—Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson; Baldwin, 
Backstrom, Booth, Brantley, Benton, Berry, Boling, Bookter, 
Clayton of Marshall, Clayton of Lowndes, Catchings, 
Chalmers, Colbert, Clapp, O. Davis, J. S, Davis, Dease, 
Douglas, Dyer, Denson, Eckford, Edwards, Ellett, Fizer, 
Fontaine, George, Glenn, Gibson, Gholson, Gwin, Harris, | 
Hil, Holt, Johnston of DeSoto, Johnston of Jefferson, 
Jones, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, King, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, 
Lewis, Mayson, McGehee of Panola, Miller of Pontotoc, 
Miller of Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Pattison, Powell of 
Covington, Ramsey, Roberts, Rogers, Semmes, Smart, 
Terrall, Taylor, Thompson, Vaughan, Walter, Welsh, Witty, 
Wilkinson, Woods, Wright—70. 


The question was then taken on agreeing to Mr. Lamar's 
report, and decided in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the 
Ordinance of Secession and decided in the affirmative by 
yeas and nays as follows : 


AYES.—Mr. President, Alcorn, Anderson, Aldridge, 
Barksdale, Baldwin, Baekstrom, Booth, Brantly, Brooke, 
Benton, Beene, Berry, Boling, Bookter, Clayton of Marshall, 
Clayton of Lowndes, Catehings, Chahners, Colbert, Clapp, 
O. Davis, J. S. Davis, Dease, Denson, Douglas, Dyer, Dea- 
son, Eckford, Edwards, Ellett, Fizer, Flournoy, Fontaine, 
George, Glenn, Gibson, Gholson, Gwin, Harris, Herring, 
Hill, Holt, Isom, Johnston of DeSoto, Johnston of Jefferson, 
Jones, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, King, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, 
Lewis, Mayson, MeGehee of Bolivar, McGehee of Panola, 
Miller of Pontotoc, Miller of Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Orr, 
Pattison, Powell of Covington, Powell of Jones, Ramsey, 
Roberts, Rogers, Semms, Smart, Sumner, Stevens, Terrall, 
Tison, Taylor, Thompson, Vaughan, Walter, Welsh, Witty, 
Wilkinson, Woods, Wright—84. | l 

Naxs.—Blair, Bonds, Bullard, Cummings, Farrar, Hurst, 
Myers, Marshall, Parker, Reynolds, Sanders, Thornton, 
Winchester, Yerger, Young—15. 


On motion of Mr. Fontaine the President was requested 
to have the Ordinance enrolled on parchment. 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, 

Resolved, That the President be requested to telegraph 
the action of this Convention upon the Ordinance of Beces- 


17 


sion to the Governors of all the slavcholding States, and the 
delegates in Congress from this State. . * 

On motion the Convention then adjourned antil to-morrow 
ió at 10 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, January 10ra, 1861. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the ,Rev. Mr. Hunter. 
The President announced the following standing commit- 
tees : 
Committee on Citizenship in. Mississippi.—Messrs. Brooke, 
NE Clayton of Lowndes, E. F. McGehee, Hill, Dyer and 
ey. |. — 
Committee on. Fedéral Jurisdiction and Pr operty —Messrs. 
dedu Walter, Marshall, George, Wilkinson, Wright and 
tephens. 

/ommattee on Postal, Financial and Commercial Affacrs.— 
Messrs. Clapp, Gholson, MeGehee of. Boliv ar, Jones, King, 
Keirn and Bullard. 

Committee on the State Constitution. Mo Miller of 
Pontotoc, Ellett, Yerger, Baldwin, Beene, Boling and Her- 


rin 

Bin Military and Naval Affairs. —Messrs. Chalmers, 
Brantly, Welsh, Fontaine, Smart, Fiser and Tison. 

On a Southern Confedei ‘acy.—Messrs. Glenn, Lamar, 
. Hurst, Aldrige, Douglas, Johnson of Jefferson, and Lewis. 

On motion of Mr. Or, ` 

Resolved, That the Hon. Armstead Burt, Commissioner 
from the Republic of South: Carolina, and Hon. E. W. Pet: 
tus, Commissioner from the State of Alabama, be requested 
to address this Convention, and that a committee of five be 
appointed to make the necessary arrangements and to wait ` 
upon those gentlemen and ascertain whether it should be 
desirable to them that the Convention should go into secret 
session when it may suit them to address the Convention. 

Messrs. Orr, Nelson, Eckford, Woods and Witty, were 

appointed as: seid committee. 

Mt. Welsh offered the folowing resolution and moved its 
` reference to a: special committee : 


$ ‘ 


18 


Be it Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, 
that the Legislature of this State, shortly to convene, ought 
to pass an act, which will effectually prevent the introduc- 
tion of slaves into this State, from any other State or coun- 
iry whatever, unless the owner of said.slaves accompany 
them, with the bona jide intention of becoming a citizen of 
the State of Mississippi. 

. Mr. King offered the following amendment as a substi- 
‘tute : 

Resolved, That the Committee on State Constitution be 
instructed to take into consideration the subject of the inter- 
State slave trade, and report by ordinance or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Fontaine, the resolution and substitute 
were laid on the table. 

Mr. Dyer offered the following resolution :. 

-esolved, That the Committee on Military and N aval 
Affairs, be and are hereby instructed to inquire into the. 
propriety of erecting batteries at Vicksburg, Natchez, Mis- 
sissippi City, or at such other points on the Mississippi river - 
as may be thought best, and if they shall be of opinion that 
it is advisable, they are hereby. instructed to report a resolu- . 
tion directing His Excellency, the Governor, to have the 
same properly erected at such points as may bo designated, 
and to be mounted with as many guns as may be proper. . 

The resolution was laid on the table. l 

On motion of Mr. Harris, i 

Resowed, That the Committee on Military and N a 
Affairs, be instructed to enquire into the expediency of rex 
porting an ordinance to this Convention creating a Military 
Board, and amending the Constitution of the State in the 
5th ar ticle, so as to authorize volunteer companies to orga- - 
nize into battalions, regiments, brigades and divisions, and 
to elect field officers. 

Hon. A. Burt presented his credentials as Commissioner 
from the Republic of South Carolina. 

Mr. Gholson read to the Convention his letter to the 
President of the United States, resigning his position as 
Judge of the Federal Courts for Mississippi. | 

On motion of Mr. Chalmers, | 

Resolved, That Major Earl Yan Dorn be invited to a seat 
within the bar of this Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Gibson, . ` 

Resolved, That the Hons. L. P. Conner and John Perkins, 

delegates elected to the State Convention of Louisiana, be. 
invited to seats within the Bar of this Convention, and that 
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a RS of inves be appointed to inform the gentlemen 
of the invitation. . 

: On motion of Mi. Gholson, thé Convention went inte 
secret session. | 

On motion of Mr. Harris; 

Resolved, That the Postmasters and ‘shes ‘officers, and 
agents connected with the Mail service in this Stato, be re- 
quested to' continue to discharge their uu until other wise 
ordered by this Convention. * 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the injunction of Secresy was 
removed from this resolution. 

.: On motion, the MOL vention aljon ned until to-morrow 
moming 10 0 "clock. 


7 FRIDAY, January lig, 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Caskie. 
. Proceedings of yesterday read and approved. 
"^ .On motion of Mr, Orr, 
Resolved, That the President appoint an engrossing and 
enrolling” committee, each to consist of three members. 

The President appointed as the Committee on Engrossed 
Or dinances, Messrs. Deason, Woods and Mayson. 

On. Enrolled Ordinances, "Messrs. Barksdale, Winchester 
and Ramsey. | 

. The Chair presented a communication, 
m — Which was referred to The Committee on Military Af 
aNs, . i 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, | 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to re- 
port on thé enrollment of the Ordinance to dissolve the 
Union between the State.of Mississippi and. other States 
united with her under the compact entitled the Constitution 
of the United States. 
- The Chair announced the following gentlemen on said 
-committee : : 

Messrs. Ellett, Harris and Clayton of Marshall. 

The Chair announced the’ following committee of. Ways 
and Means : ze 


O. 
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Messrs. Wright, Benton, Anderson, Catehing, Aleom, 
Gibson and Denson. 

Mr. Brooke offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the 
Chair, to provide a room for the accommodation of this 
Convention, during the session of the Legislature. 
. Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, 

Resolved, That the signing of the Or dinanco be iS 
until tomorrow, at 12 0 "clock, M. 

Mr. Benton offered the following resolution, which, 

" On his motion, was referred to the committee on citizen- 
ship 

Resolved, That all citizens of tlie ua States, domiciled 
within this State, on the adoption of the Ordinance of sep- 
aration, January 9th, 1861, be regarded as citizens of Mis- 
sissippi, entitled to all the rights and privileges, and subject 
to all the liabilities incident thereto. 

Mr. Clapp, from the committee on Postal Affairs, reported 
an ordinance, which. 

On his motion, was laid on the table and 200 copies were 
ordered to be printed, and made the special order for three 
. O'elock this evening. R 
' . Mr. Baldwin offered the following resolution, 

Which was lost : 

Resolved, That the rules adopted for the government of 
this Convention, be amended by the adoption of the follow- 
ing: "That no ordinance shall be put upon its final passage 
until it has been read three times and referred to, and acted 
upon by the committee of reference ; that an additional 
standing committee shall be appointed by the President, con- 
sisting of three members, to be known as the Committee of 
Reference. 

Mr. Miller of Pontotoc, offered the following solito 

Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be requested 
to procure suitable Halls for the accommodation of the Leg- 
islature about to assemble. 

Mr, Tison offered the following amendment.as a substi- 
tute : 

Resolved, That the President of this Convention appoint 
a committee of three to prepare a Hall for the accommoda- 
tion of this Convention during the sitting of the Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr. Ramsey moved to lay both the resolution and substi- 
tute on the table, i 

Which was lost, 
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The question was then taken on the adoption of the 
amendment and decided in the affirmative. 
_ The President appointed as said committee, Messrs. Miller 
of Pontotoc, Tison and Anderson. | 

Mr. Clayton of Marshall, made the following report : 

MR. PRESIDENT: . A l 

-The committee to whom was assigned the duty of com- 
paring the Ordinance of Secession as enrolled with the orig- 
inal ordinance as adopted, beg leave to report that they 
- have performed the duty entrusted to them, and that they 
find the Ordinance prepared for the signature of the dele- 
gates to be a true and perfeet transcript of the original. 

On motion of Mr. George, = 
Resolved, That the resolution heretofore adopted by this - 
Convention inviting Judges of the High Court of Errors 
and Appeals to a seat in this Convention, be só extended as 
to include all persons who have heretofore held that office 
a the office of Justice of the Old Supreme Court of this 

tate. 
- The Hon. A. Burt, Commissioner from the sovereign, free 
and Independent State of South Carolina, was introduced 
by the President, and addressed the Convention. 
. On motion of Mr. Orr, the Convention adjourned until 
‘to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. B 


SATURDAY, Jasvany 12mm, 1861. 


-— The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Snow. | — | 

.c, Proceedings of yesterday read and approved. 

Mr. Dyer offered the following resolution, which, on his 
motion, was referred to committee on Ways and Means. 
.. Resolved, That the-committee on Ways and Means, enquire 
into the expediency of this State issuing bonds to an amount 
. not exceeding. dollars, in sums ranging from one 
hundred to one thousand dollars, to be signed by the Gover 
nor, or such other officer as may be designated for that pur- 
pose, and made payable.to such person as may be named, to 
bear eight per cent. interest per annum, from the time of 
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their negotiation, and the interest and one-tenth of the prin- 
cipal of said bonds: Provided, they shall be sold, or disposed 
of, to be annually paid in the State tax of the holders there- 
of, if it be sufficient, but if not, then the balance in money; 
said bonds to be sold to citizens of this State, and the money 
arising from their sale to be expended in the military defence 
of the State, if needed for that purpose; and should said 
committee approve of the issuance of such bonds, they are 
hereby instructed to report an ordinance directing the same: 
to be done, or if certificates to be issued by the Treasurer of 
the. State should be deemed preferable, then they shall be 
issued instead of said bonds. o ME 

Mr. Chalmers, from the committee on Military and Naval 
affairs, made a report, which, on his motion, was laid on the 
table, and 200 copies ordered to be printed. — . 

Mr. Brantley reported an additional ordinance, which was 
likewise laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. ' 

On motion of Mr. Ellett, l , 

fesolved, That all ordinances that may be passed by this 
Convention, shall be enrolled by the Secretary, in a, fair 
hand, on suitable paper, and shall be signed by the Président, 
with the date of the passage thereof, and deposited in the 
office of the Secretary of Statė for preservation, entitled an 
ordinance in relation to the Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, 
and Cherokee Nations. 

Mr. Fontaine offered an ordinance, whieh, on his motion, 
was referred to committee on a Southern Confederacy. 

On motion of Mr. Ellett, | 

Resolved, That the signing of the ordinance of secession 
be postponed until Tuesday next, at 11 o’clock. 

- Mr. Clayton, of Marshall, offered the following resolution, 
which, on his motion, was referred to committee on State 
Constitution, with instructions to report thereon, as early 
as practicable. "o. 

We, the people of Mississippi, in Convention assembled, do 
ordain and declare that the ninth section of the seventh arti- 
cle of the Constitution of this State be, and the same is 
hereby altered and amended, so far as to suspend the force 
and effect of that part of said section which required the 
action of two successive Legislatures to pass a law to raise 
money and pledge the faith of the State for the payment 
thereof, until the difficulties now existing between this State 
and other foreign States or Governments are adjusted. `“ 

Mr. Smart offered the following resolution : 
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That the committee on Military affairs, be instructed to 
report am ordinance to form out of the troops provided to 
be raised by an ordinance entitled, “ An ordinance to regu: 
late the Military System of the State.” One- brigade of" 
regular troops to eonsist of two Regiments of Infantry, three 
Squadrons of Cavalry, and one Battalion of. Light Artillery, - 
1o be organized, armed and equipped as in the army of the 
United. States, to be commanded by one óf the Brigadier 
Gerierals—to be subject to all the rules and regulations pro- 
vided for in-thé ordinance above referred to. - ` 

On motion of «Mr. Chalmers, > -0 ht 

The resolution, and. the information accompanying. it, was” 
laid. on the table, 200 copies ordered ‘to be printed; and made . 
the special order of the day. for Tuesday, at 11 o'clock: ..: - 

Resolved, That the following words be by the enrolling’ : 
clerk, appended at:the end of the ordinance of. secession : 

- “Th testimony of the passage of which, and the determina- 
tion of the members of this Convention to uphold and main- 
tain the State in the position she. has assumed by.said ordi- 
nance,—it is signed ‘by the President and members of this 
Convention, this the day of January, A... D. 1861.” 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, © 0 09 0.75 7 
Resolved; That the Auditor of Public Accounts be instruct: 
ed'to report to this Convention the number of acres, ünd ` 
value of land, including town lots subject to taxation; also 
the number of negroes, and the value of other personal: pro- 
perty, including the amount of the sales of merchandize, and 
amount of money ldáned at interest inthis State. — i 
[See Table in Appendix.] AA A 
On motion of Mr. Clapp, the Convention resolved itself : 
into committee of the Whole, to consider the ordinance on 


Postal affairs: ^ = 0. o3 pe 

Mr. Miller, of Pontotoc, in the chairi © °° o io. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
the ordinance back to the Convention, with.two amendments 
thereto, and recommended its adoption as amended. - 

Mr. Miller, of Pontotoc, moved that the report be received 
and agreed to. QS : 20 

:A- division being called for, the report was received. - 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the fol. 
lowing amendment offered by Mr. Clapp, in committee of the 
Whole, and decided in the affirmative, to-wit: | 

Amend by striking out the words, “prior to," in the sixth 
line, and inserting the word "at" . . ~ a ns 


> E 
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The question was then taken on the adoption of the follow. 
ing amendment offered by Mr. Harris, in committee of the 
Whole, and decided in the negative. 

Strike out all after the word “ force,” in sixth line, and 
insert, “on the 9th day of January, 1861, be and the ‘game 
are hereby continued in force; and the persons charged with 


the duties imposed by said contracts and laws, shall continue - 


to perform the same until otherwise ordered by this Conven- 
tion, or the Legislature of this State; and that the penalties 
for all violations of the laws aforesaid in this State be en- 
forced by prosecution in the name and by the authority of 
the State of Mississippi, in the Circuit Criminal Courts . 
thereof, according to the laws and practice regulating said 


- Courts. E 


The question was then taken on agreeing to the report of 
the committee of the Whole, as amended, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. Bolling offer ed the following amendment: 

Resolved, That if postal arrangements shall be ‘disturbed 
or discontinued by the United States, then and in that case 
the existing contracts of the United States, in the Republic 
of Mississippi, or so much as may be necessary, be assumed 
by the Republic of Mississippi, until other regulations shall 
be made, 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Ellett offered the following amendment: 

Amend the ordinance by striking out the word “ ns d at 
the commencement of the 12th line, and insert the word 
cc that, 2» . 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Ellett offered the following amendment: 

Amend by substituting the word. “that,” before the: word 
“all” in the 13th line, 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Tison, the ordinance as amended, was 
ordered to be engrossed, and made the special order for Mon- 
day, 10 o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Lamar, the Convention went into secret 
session. 

: The injunction of secresy was removed from the following 
proceedings. 

Mr. Harris offered the following resolution, 

Which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the people of the State of Mississippi, re- 
cognize the right of the free navigation of the Mississippi 
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river for commercial purposes, in time of peace, by all the. 
States occupying its: banks, and they are willing to enter into 
se stipulations to secure the enjoyment of that right. 

| e Convention then adjourned until Monday morning. 


A rSn vs rre 


MONDAY, January 14m, 1861. 


‘The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Journal of 12th iüstant read and approved. 
- On motion of Mr. Tison, the Convention proceeded to 
consider the ordinance, entitled an ordinanee to provide for 
postal arrangements in Mississippi. | 
Mr. Bolling offered the following amendment, by way of 
ryder to the first section: | 
And. further—That if contractors shall be disturbed or 
discontinued by the-United States Government, or be in dan- 
. ger of losing their compensation for carrying the mails with- 
in the borders of this State, then and in that case, the exist- 
ing contracts, of the United States with said contractors, 
shall be assumed by the State of Mississippi, upon proof that 
said disturbance and discontinuance has not been caused by 
the neglect or failure of the contractor to discharge his duty: 
That said assumpsit shall end and determine when further 
postal arrangements shall be made by the Congress or Con- 
vention of the States forming the Southern Confederacy. 
^ On motion of Mr. Gholson,’ | 
: The amendment was laid on the table. ` "" 
. The question was then taken on the passage of the ordi- 
-nance, and decided in the affirmative. Pe. 
l A that the title of the above ordinance stand as 
stated. | 
_ Myx. Harris, Chairman of the committee on Federal Juris- 
-> diction and Property, made a report, which, on his motion, 
was laid on the table. Two hundred copies of the ordinance 
ordered to be printed, and made the special order for Wed- 
- nesday, 16th, at 11 o'elock. | l 
; On motion of Mr. Chalmers, the Convention resolved itself 
«into committee of the Whole, for the purpose of taking into 
consideration the ordinance on Military affairs, 
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: After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
back. the "ordinance, with the following amendments, and 
EE it be made special order for Thursday,:at 12 
o'clock. f 

Amend the first section by inserting the words, “order of,” 
atter the word by at the end of the second line, and by strik- 
ing out in the third line the words, “for the period of five 
years, unless sooner discharged,” and insert the words, “ to 
serve until discharged as hereinafter provided for.” : 

Amend the fourth section, by inserting in the 23rd line, be- 
tween “them and out,” thé words, “or any of them,” and 
after the word them, insert the words, “or officers of any 
company or companies;” and further amend hy striking out 
in the 30th line, the words, “the compensations of members 
of the Legislature,” and inserting the words, “five: dollars 
per day.” Further amend by inserting in the 29th line,.after 
the word army, the words, “until altered by the Legislature 
of the State." | de e 

Amend section fifth, by inserting in the 39th line after the 
word .“ thereof,” . the following words, “and to assign to 
each Brigade, Regiment and Squadron the requisite field offi- 
cers, elected as hereinbefore provided, designating the officers 
by name, to be assigned to each particular Brigade, Regiment 
and Squadron. s So tg) ats 
. Further amend by striking out all after the word “State,” 

in the forty-second line.”. OR 
` Amend section. eight by striking out all after the word 
“when,” in the 60th line, to the word “between,” in-the-61st 
line, and insert, “friendly relations by treaty or otherwise, 
shall be established.” . EE int p is 

Amend ninth*section-by adding thereto the words, "and. 
shall continue in operation until repealed by this Convention, 
or by the Legislature of the State, after this Convention shall 
have finally adjourned. P 

The report of the committee was received. and. agreed to, 
and the ordinance made the special order for Thursday, at 
12 o’elock. e x n d "EN 


On:motion of Mr. Jones, NE. "Lr 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to pro- 
pose to the House of Representatives that, the use of this, - 
Hall;be yielded to this Convention from and after the hour 
of 2 o'clock, P; M. each day while both bodies are.in session. 
The President appointed as said committee, Messrs, Jones 
of Sunflower, 0. Davis, and Young. © ^ ^  —^— ^| - 
Convention went into secret session, 
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TUESDAY, January iðra, 1861. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The proceedings of 14th instant read and anil 

Mr. Glenn, Chairman of the committee on the formation 
of a Southern Confeder acy, made a report, 

‘Which was received and agreed to. ye T 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, 

The report was laid on the table; two hundred copies were 
ordered to. be printed, and made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow, at 11 o’clock. 

-The Convention proceeded to the consideration of its spe- 
cial order, to-wit: the resolution offered by Mr. Smart: 

That the committee on Military affairs be instructed to re- ` 
port an ordinance to form out of the troops provided by 
an ordinance entitled, “An ordinance to regulate. the 
Military System of the State,” one | Brigade of regular troops, 
to consist of two Regiments of Infantry, three Squadrons of 
Cavalry, and one Battery of Light Artillery, to be organized, 
armed and equipped as in the army of the United States, to 
be.commarded by one of the Brigade-Generals, and to be 
subject to all the rules and regulations provided for in the 
ordinance above referred to. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the resolution, 
and decided in the negative. 

The President announced the > following as a ‘committee on 
Indian affairs: . 

Messrs. Fontaine, Benton, Reynolds, Orr, and Keith. | 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and John A. Wilcox, a mem- 
ber elect to the Convention of the State of Texas, be invited 
to take a seat within the bar of this Convention. 

Mr. George offered a letter, which he desired to have re- 
ferred to the Governor's Council, and it was so ordered. 

i Brooke offered a report from the committee on Citizen- 
ship, - " 

Which ` was received and agreed to. 

. On his motion, the report was laid on the table, and two 
hundred copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clayton, of Marshall, offered the following resolutions, 

Which were adopted: 

Resolved, That when the Convention proceeds to sign ‘the 
ordinance of secession, it be first signed by thePresident, and 
attested by the Secretary of the Convention, That the coun- 
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ties then be called in alphabetical order, and the delegates 
affix their signatures in the order in which their counties and 
their own names are called. 

Resolved also, That the Governor of this State, and House 
of Representatives be invited to be present at the time the 
same is signed. 

On motion of Mr. Brantley, . 

Resolved, That the President of the Convention appoint a 
committee of thr ee, to inform his Excellency the Governor, 
that the Convention is about to proceed to sign the ordinance 
of secession, and invites him to be present. 

The President appointed as said committee: 

Messrs. Brantley, Boothe, and Tison. 

The committee to inform the Governor of the invitation of 
this Convention to be present at the signing of the ordinance 
returned, and through Mr. Tison, reported that the committee 
had discharg ed their duty, and that the Governor accepts the 
invitation. 

On motion of Mr. Ellett, the members of the Convention 
proceeded to sign the ordinance, it being the special order 
for this hour, to-wit, 11 o'clock, A. M. 

Mr. Ellett offered the following resolution, 

Which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to cause 
the ordinance of secession to be suitably framed for its better 
preservation in his office. — s 

Mr. Lamar offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed by his Excel- 
lency the Governor, in pursuance of a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Mississippi, providing for the appoint- 
ment of Commissioners, &e., approved November 30th, 1860, 
be furnished each with a copy of the ordinance of secession 
adopted by this Convention, and that they be requested to 
submit the same to the Conventions of the States.to which 
they have been accredited, and solicit the co-operation of said . 
States, with the action of South Carolina, i Florida, 
and Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. Lamar, the resolution was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Walter offered the following resolutions, © — 

Which were adopted: 

Resolved, That the State of Mississippi recognizes the 

State of Florida ‘as a Sovereign and independent Nation, 
and will correspond and treat ‘with her as such. 


29 
Resolved, That the State of Mississippi recognizes the State 


of Alabama as a sovereign and independent nation, and will 
correspond and treat with her as such. — 

Mr. Wright, from the committee of Ways and Means, made 
2 report, ` i | 


Which was received and agreed to, laid on the table, and - 


200 copies ordered to be printed. l 

Mr. Alcorn, from the same committee, stated he would pre- 
sent a Minority report, to be considered with the majority. 

On his motion, it was laid on the table, and 200 copies 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, 

Resolved, That the committee on à Southern Confederacy 
be instructed to enquire as to the propriety of appointing a 
Commissioner, or Commissioners, whose duty it shall be to 
visit the City of Washington, and lay before the President of 
the United States, an authentic copy of the ordinance of se- 
cession passed by the Convention, and confer with him upon 
the future relations and intercourse of that Government, and 
Government of the State of Mississippi, and report by reso- 
lution, or otherwise. i l | 

Mr. Lamar's resolution in relation to Commissioners ap- 
pointed by the Governor, was then taken up. 

Pending its consideration, i 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, the Convention adjourned until 
to-morrow morning, 91 o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY, Janeary 16rs, 1861. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and approved. 

Mr. Clayton, of Lowndes, offered a series of resolutions, 
which, on his motion, were laid on the table, and 200 copies. 
ordered to be printed. ! 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, 

Resolved, That the Convention on Military and Naval 
affairs, be instructed to enquire what measures, if any, are 
necessary for the protection and defense of the Sea-coast of 
the State of Mississippi, and the Islands contiguous thereto, 
and report them as speedily as possible, by ordinance, or 
otherwise. 
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Mr. Barksdale made the following report, 

Which was received and agreed to: EE 

The committee on Enrolled ordinances, beg leave to report, 
that they have had under examination an ordinance entitled, 
“ An ordinance to provide for postal arrangements in Missis- 
sippi,” and find the same correctly enrolled. i 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the Convention resolved itself 
into committee of the Whole, for the purpose of considering 
an ordinance concerning the jurisdiction and přoperty of the 
United States of America in the State of Mississippi, 

Mr. Gholson in the chair. 

- After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
back the ordinance, with the following amendments, and re- 
commended its passage as amended. 

Amend section 2d, as follows: —— 

After the word “same,” ni the 3rd line, insert the words, 
“or pertaining to lands heretofore granted or sold by the said 
United States." | | 

Ámend section 8rd: 

After the word "courts," in fifth line, insert, “or of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, in which a citizen of 
this State is & party." | _ 

Amendment 8rd as a substitute for section 5, "That the 
late Marshals of the United States for the Northern and 
Southern Districts of this State, and their assistants, be, and 
they are hereby authorized and empowered to continue the 
exercise of their duties as far as may be necessary to complete 
the census returns of the United States, but no further.” 

e The report was received and agreed to, and the ordinance, 
as amended, ordered to be engrossed, and made the special 
order for to-morrow, at 11 o’elock. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, the Convention resolved itself 
into commitice of the Whole, to consider the report of the 
"committee on a Southern Confederacy,” - 

Mr. Clayton, of Marshall, in the chair. l 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
progress, and asked permission to sit again at T o'clock this 
evening, 

Which was received and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Holt, the Convention went into secret 
session. 


SEVEN O'OLOCK, P. M. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, ^ | 
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On bo dba of Mr. pU 
Resolved, That when the Convention goes TON. sacl ses- 
sion, that it shall be only on such matters exclusively as should 
be considered i in secret session, and that all other matters be 
ruled out of order by the President. 

: On motion of Mr. Glenn, the. desa went into com- 
mittee of the Whole, to consider the ordinance in relation to a 
Southern Confederacy, 7 

Mr. Clayton, of Marshall, in the chair. 

. After ae time spent therein, the committee rose, r epor ted 
- .the-ordinance’ back, with various. amendments; and recom- 
inended its passage as amended; 

. Which was received and report laid on x the Tapro for the 
present. 

Mr: Jones made the following report: - 

The committee appointed to confer with the "House of Re- 
presentatives in regard to the use of this Hall, have performed 
- the. duty assigned “them, and beg leave to report: That the 
House of Representatives have by resolution, ‘agreed to yield. 
the occupation. of the Hall to this Convention from and after 
ihe honr of 20 ‘clock, P. M. on each day, while. both bodies ' 
are in session... : 

On. motion of Mr. Gholson, the Convention adjour ned. 


THURSDAY, J ANUARY pros 1861. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjour nment, | 

. Proceedings of yesterday read and approved. = 

On motion of Mr. Chalmers, the Convention resolved 

itself into .cómmittee:of the whole, to consider the Ordi- 
nance regulating the Military Affairs. of the dam 

^ . My. Gholson in the chair. _ 

After some time spent therein. the committee 1 rose, reported 
‘progress, and-asked leave to sit again. at To cn this even- 
ing. E 

"Which was received and, Agres to. 

On motion of Mr. Fontaine, ^ +, 

Resolved, That F: A. Pope; the Secr "m of this Conven- 
din. and: T. $. Hardee, -who, obligingly “and , gratuitously 
enroHed on: parclimént - the Ordinance of ‘Secession. adopted 
by this body, be and they are hereby invested with :the ez 
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clusive right to lithrograph for their joint tise and benefit, 
the said Ordinance and the signatures thereto. 

A communication from the Auditor of Public. Accounts 
was submitted, "which, 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, was laid on the table and two 
hundred copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Deason, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Or- 
dinances, made the following report : 


Mr. PRESIDENT : 

The Committee upon Engrossed Ordinances have hád 
under examination, an Ordinance concerning the Jurisdic- 
tion and Proper iy of the United States of Ámerica in the 
State of Mississippi, and beg leave to report that the same 
is correctly engrossed. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the Ordi- 
nance rep: rted as above and decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, the report of the Committee of 
race Whole’ on Southern Confederacy, was called from the 
table. 

The question being on agreeing to the — of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the following amendments reported 
back to the Convention were then adopted, to-wit : 

Amend first resolution by inserting after the word Dele- 
. gates in the second line, the following words, "one from 
each Congress sional District and two for the State at 
large. 

ira resolution third by striking out the word "late" in 
the fifth line before the words “United States.” : 

Amend resolution fourth by striking out the word “in 
struct” in the first line-and insert the word "authorize." 

In third line strike out the word “late” before the words 
“United States.” 

Further amend by striking out in the fourth line the 
words “before the fourth day of March next” and insert the 
words “as early as practicable.” 

Amend the same line by striking out the word “instructed” 
and substitute the word “authorize.” 

Amend the sixth line by striking out the word “late” be- 
fore the words “United States.” 

Amend resolution fifth by striking out the words “that 
they” and substitute the word “to.” 

mend the same resolution by striking out in the fourth 
line the word “late” before the words “Federal Union.” 
~The following amendment to resolution fourth was re 
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Amend by striking out in the eighth and ninth lines the 
words “one year from the first Monday and the fourth day 
of Fébruary, A. D., 1861," and insert in lieu thereof the 
words “two years from the first day of July.” 

Mr. Aldridge offered the following amendment: —  . 

Amend the first resolution by filling the blank with the 
words “eighteenth of January 3 o'clock,'P. m.”. 

Which was adopted. . 

Mr. Gholson offered the following amendment ; | 
Amend second line in first resolution by inserting after 
the word "Delegates" the words "who are not members of 
the Convention.” uU 

The yeas and nays being called for the amendment was 

lost by the following vote : EE 


YzAS.—Messrs. Bond, Bolling, J. S. Davis, Dease, Doug- 
las, Dyer, Eckford, Farrar, Glenn, Gibson, Gholson, Hill, 
Jones, Keirn, Kennedy, King, Marshall, Miller of Pontotoc, ' 
Myers, Neely, Ramsey, -Sanders, Semmes, Smart, Summer, 
Stevens, Welsh, Wilkinson, Wright and Young—32. 

NAYS8.—Mr. President; Messrs. Anderson, Aldridge, Barks- 
dale, Baldwin, Backstrom, Booth, Brantley, Brooke, Benton, 
Blair, Berry, Bullard, Bookter, Clayton of Marshall, Olay- : 
ton of Lowndes, Catehings, Chalmers, Cummings, Colbert, 
Clapp, O. Davis, Deason, Ellett, Fizer, Flournoy, Fontaine, 
George, Gwin, Harris, Herring, Holt, Hurst, Isom, John- 
ston of DeSoto, Johnston of Jefferson, Keith, Lea, Lamar, 
Lewers, Lewis, Mayson, McGehée of Bolivar, McGehee of 
Panola, Miller of 'Tuniea, Nelson, Orr, Powell of. Coving- 
ton, Powell of Jones, Roberts, Rogers, Reynolds, Terral, 
Tison, Taylor, Thornton, Thompson, Walter, Witty, Woods 
and Yerger—61. ° 


Mr. Gholson offered the following amendment : 

Amend first resolution in third line by inserting after the 
word “those” the words “slave holding.” - 

The yeas and nays being called for the amendment was 
lost by the following vote : . 


YEAS.—Messrs. Backstrom, Bookter, Colbert, Dease, El- 
lett, Fontaine, Gibson, Gholson, Gwin, Harris, Lewis, May- 
son, Miller oË Pontotoc, Millor. of "Tunica, Neely, Nelson, 

owell of Covington, Ramsey; Rogefs, Sentines; Vatghan,. 
Weis apd Woodi B ee 
| pon ie o 
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NaYS.—Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Aldridge, Barks- 
dale, Baldwin, Booth, Brantley, Brooke, Benton, Blair, Berry, 
Bonds, Bolling, Bullard, Clayton of Marshall Clayton of 
Lowndes, Catchings, Chalmers, Cummings, Clapp, O. Davis, 
J. S. Davis, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, Eckford, Farrar, Fizer, 
Flournoy, George, Glenn, Herring, Hill, Holt, Hurst, Isom, 
Johnston of DeSoto, Johnston of Jefferson,. Jones, Keirn, 
Keith, Kerínedy, King, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, Marshall, Mc- 
Gehee of Bolivar, McGehee of Panola, Myers, Orr, ‘Powell 
of Jones, Roberts, Reynolds, Sanders, Smart, Sumner, Ste- 
vens, Terral, Tison, Taylor, Thompson, Walter, Wilkinson, 
Wright, Yerger and Youne—67. 


Mr. Ellett offered an amendment by way of additional 
section. 

Which was adopted. : 

Mr. Barksdale offered, the following amendment : 

Amend fifth line of 5th section of the ordinance on South- 
o by striking out the word “when” and insert 
pi d 
Which was adopted.. | 2 : 
Mr. Barksdale moved to further amend the 5th resolution 
by inserting after the word “back” in the 5th line the fol- 
 lowing words: “to the people of this State or to a conven- 
tion chosen under the recommendation of the Legislature." 

Pending which, ` | 

The Convention adjourned until 7 o'clock this evening.” 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P.-M.. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, 

And resumed the consideration of the ordinance on a 
Southern Confederacy. | 
-- Mr. Gholson offered the following amendment as a sub- 

stitute for that of Mr. Barksdale : 

Amend 5th resolution. in. the 5th line by striking out all 
after the word “back” and inserting the words, “to a Con- - 
vention of the people of the State. of. Mississippi for ratifica- 
tion’ or rejection, to be called by proclamation of the Gov- 
ernor So soon as he may be officially advised of the action 
of the said’ Convention of seceding States in relation thereto, 
which Convention of the people of Mississippi shall be com- 
posed of the same.number now composing this «body; and 
elected and returned as membérs of the House of Représen- 
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tatives of the State of Mississippi, and as now deai and re- 
turned. by law.” ee ae 
Pending the amendment, | | 
.. On motion-of Mr. Lamar, the ordinance-and ainendments 
were recommitted to the ‘committee, with instructions to 
draft a new or dinance and report the same to this. Conven- 
tion. 
i Leave of absence was granted Messrs. J ohnston and Par- . 
er. | 
Mr. Miller, from the Committee on State Constitution, 
-made a report, which, 
- Qn his motion, was laid on the table, and 200 copies or- 
dered. to.be pr inted. 
On. motion of Mr. Chalmers,. the Convention adjour ned 
until to-morrow 2 o'clock, P. M. 


FRIDAY, January 187g, 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Proceedings of yesterday read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Chalmers, the ordinance to regulate 
the Military system of the State was recommitted to the 
Committee on Military and Naval Affairs, with leaye to re- 
port again. ` 

‘On motion of Mr. Orr, the Convention went into secret 
session. 

After some time ‘spent therein the doors of the Conven- 
tion were opened. 

. On motion of Mr. Chalmers, the Convention resolved ` 
itself into Committee of the Whole, to consider the ordi- 
 nance to raise meaxis for the defence of the State. — 

After some time spent therein the committee rose , reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again at To ‘clock this 
evening. E ee 

"Which was ‘received and agreed to, — 

On motion of Mr. wee the ne adds ii 
T d'lock P, x EOM 
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SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. | 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the Convention went into 
Committee of the Whole, to consider the ordinance entitled 
"an ordinance to raise means for the defence of the State.” 

After some time spent therein the committee rose, reported 
back the ordinance without any recommendation. | 

Mr. Marshall offered thefollowing resolutions, 

‘Which were adopted, to-wit : 

Resolved, That the Auditor of Public Accounts be re- 
quired to furnish the Convention a statement of the aggre- 
gate amount of the tax assessed on real and personal prop- 
erty in this State for the current fiscal year; the amount of 
Auditor’s warrants now remaining unpaid ; and an estimate 
of the ordinary expenditures of the State during the present 

ear. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military and Naval 
Affairs, be instructed to ascértain and report to the Conven- 
tion the number and character of arms now owned by the 
State, and the additional arms necessary to equip and pre- 
pare for the field all the troops proposed to be raised for its | 
efficient defense, and the probable cost thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, the Convention adjourned 
until to-morrow 2 o'clock, P. M. 


B SATURDAY, JaxvARY, 19th, 1861. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of preceding day read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Clayton of Lowndes, . 

Resolved, That a committee consisting of five be appointed 
to call attentiori of the planting interest of the State by a- 
short address to the people to the vast importance, under 
existing circumstances, of home production in the State of 
Mississippi, of a supply of provisions for all its wants, and 
to urge upon them especial reference to this subject in plant- 
ing the crop of the present year. ^. MEM 

' “Messrs. Edwards of Choctaw, and Pattison of Tallahatchie, 
came forward and signed the Ordinance of Secession. ` ` 
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On motion of Mr. Gholson, | i pt 
Resolved; That the Convention confirm the appointment 
of Commissioners heretofore made by the Governor of this: 
. State under a resolution of the Legislature of Mississippi, 
_approved.the 30th day November, 1860. . PU 
* On motion of Mr. Brooke, the Convention took up the 
Ordinance on Citizenship. ^ - | 

On motion of Mr. Orr, the Convention went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the purpose: of considering the 
. Ordinance. > — — i : P 

Mr. Orr in the Chair. | T | 
." After some time spent therein the committee rose, reported 
back the Ordinance with an amendment by way of substitute, 
with the recommendation that the substitute be adopted, 

- The report was received and agreed to. ^ + | 

The substitute was ordered to be engrossed and made the 
special order for Tuesday at 2 o'clock. — i © 

Ordered, That the title stand as follows: 

An Ordinance to regulate the right of citizenship in the 
State of Mississippi. ! mu 

The following: communication was received from the Hon. 
A. Burt, Commissioner from the State of South Carolina, 
which was ordered to be placed on the Journal of the Con- 


vention : 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, January 12th, 1861: 
Hon. W. S. Barry, | EU | 
AM President of the Convention : 

Sir: —The objects of my mission to the Convention of the 
people of Mississippi having been accomplished, my official | 
relation to that body is at an end. I cannot take leave of 
that Convention without expressing my sense of the alacrity 
and heroism with which it has met and discharged its high 
- duties. ts generous appreciation of the action of South 
Carolina, and its noble sentiments of fraternal consideration 
.and regard for that State excites my sincere and profound 
- gratitude: "The connsels of Mississippi and South Carolina 
are now united, and their hands elasped.in a common and 
glorious cause. 1 will not repress my own feelings by 
omitting to say how deeply sensible I am of unmerited kind- 
' ness and hospitality from the whole State of Mississippi— 
her Executive Department—her Convention—her Legisla- 
ture and her people—to myself officially and individually. I 
have the honor to assure the Convention, and you, sir, of 
ihe high ‘consideration with which I am their and your 

a, MONS 2^ .  ARMISTEAD BURT, 


i 
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Mr. Anderson offered the following resolution, which was 
lost : - 

Resolved, That a special committee of three be appointed 
by the President tó consult with the Governor in regard to 
the expediency of procuring a fire proof building for the 
purpose of a powder magazine end other munitions of war. 

. On motion of Mr. Ellett, | 

. Resolved, That when. this Convention adjourns to-day, it 
adjourn to meet at Concert Hall on Monday next, at 10 
o'clock A. M. E 

The President announced the following as the committee 
of consultation with the Legislature : 

Messrs. Welsh, Reynolds, Harris, Booth and Backstrom. 

Mr. Miller of Pontotoc, Chairman of the Committee on 
State Constitution, submitted the following report : 

Mr. PRESIDENT: E 

The Committee on the State Constitution to which was 
referred a resolution instructing it to inquire into the pro- 
priety of preparing an appropriate flag and coat of arms 
emblematic of the sovereignty and independence of the 
State, have had the same under consideration, and have in- 
structed me.to report the same back to the Convention, and 
to ask that the committee may be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

On his motion the report was received and agreed to. 

On his further motion, the original resolution was referred 
to a Special Committee of five. - 

Mr. Miller of Pontotoc, from the Committee on State 
Constitution, made the following report : 

. MR. PRESIDENT: 

The Committee on the State Constitution to which was. 
referred an Ordinance providing for the appointment of 
Ambassadors, Ministers, Consuls, &c., to foreign govern- 
ments, and for the appointment of an Executive Council, 
have had the same under consideration, and has instructed 
me to report that, in the opinion of the committee it is 
neither expedient nor necessary to take any action thereon 
at the present time, and to ask that the conmittee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. - | 

On his motion, the report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Anderson, from the Committee of Ways and Means 
submitted a minority report, which on his motion was laid 
on the table and two hundred copies ordered to he printed, 

Mr, Aldridge offered a substitute for the report of the 
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Committee of Ways and Means, which on his motion was 
laid on the table and two hundr ed. copies | ordered to be. 
printed, 

On motion of Mr. la the Convention resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering 
the Ordinance to raise means for the defense of the State. 

Mr. in the Chair, l 

After some time spent therein the Committee rose, re 
ported back the Ordinance together with a resolution 
offered by Mr. Berry, and asked leave to sit again on 
Monday at 10 o'clock. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, 

Resolved, That the late Clerks of the District m Circuit 
Courts of the United States be and they are hereby author- 
ized to make and certify transcripts of the records of said: 
Courts as heretofore provided by law, and be authorized to 
allow inspection of the records and files of said Courts, 
under the regulations heretofore customary. 

Mr. Orr informed the Convention that Hon. W. S. Barry 
would necessarily be absent. from the city on Monday morn- 
ing, and on his motion the Hon. H. T. Ellett was elected 
President pro tem. of the Convention. 

The following gentlemen obtained leave of absence: 

Messrs. Witty, Gwin, Myers, Catching and Nelson. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, the Convention. adjourned to 
meet Agan at T o'clock i in secret session. l 


> 


- SEVEN O'CLOCK P. M. 


The injunction of secrecy was removed from the following 
proceedings had in secret session. ' 

Mr. Harris introduced, - | | 

An Ordinance entitled ^ An Ordinance to toin. ihe 
Governor to borrow a sufficient amount of money to sustain 
the troops of this State now in the field.” . 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the rule was ‘suspended the 
Ordinance read a second time and passed. 

Mr. Lamar introduced the following: resolutions,” which 
were adopted unanimously: ` 

Resolved, That this Convention, sympáthizng" vill South’ 
Carolina.in her present condition, accept her invitation to 
meet with the seceding States for the purpose of- T a 
Southern Confederacy. . 

> ds the President he requested to firmish ihe 
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Hon. Armistead Burt, Commissioner from'the State of 
South Carolina, to the State of I Mississippi, with an authen- 
tic copy of the Ordinance of secession ; and an authentic 
copy of the resolution recognizing the State South Carolina as 
& sovereign and independent nation and an authentic copy of 
the resolutions to provide for the formation of a Southern 
Confederacy adopted by this Convention, and that he be 
requested to submi'to the same ttthe Executive authority of the 
State of South Carolina. 

Resolved, That we perform a pleasing duty in testifying 
to the authorities of South Car olina our appreciation of the 
very able and acceptable manner in which their Commis- 
sioner, Hon. Armistead Burt has fulfilled the important 
duties of his delicate mission. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock 
Monday morning. 


MONDAY, January 21th, 1861. * 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, 

Journal of Saturday read and approved. 

Mr.: Clayton of Lowndes, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be required to furnish the 
Senate and House of Representatives, now in session, copies 
of all Ordinances passed by the Convention, requiring any 
action on the part of the State Legislature. 

: On motion of Mr. Anderson, thé resolution was laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. Fontaine, the Convention went into 
secret session. MM 

After some time spent therein the doors ef the Conven ion 
were opened. 

Mr. Glenn, from the Committee on Southern Confederacy, 
made a report, which on his motion, was laid on the table 
and 200 copies ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the Convention resolved itself 
into Committee.of the Whole to consider the report of the. 
Committee of Ways and Means. | 

After some time spent therein the Committee: ròse, reported 
Mes and Mie leave. to sit Piin at B c'clook : Mi 

and agr 


H 


On motidi of Mr. Alcorn, Mi, Power, Reporter for the 
Mississippian, was allowed a seat in the Convention during 
secret session. | 2A LN 

On motion of Mr. Miller of Pontotoc, the Convention 
adjourned until 8 o'clock P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. > . 

On motion of Mr. Miller of Pontotoe, the Convention 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole to consider the 
report of the Committee of Ways and Means. ; 

After some time spent therein the Committee rose, and 
reported the Ordinance back to the Convention. without 
recommendation. 

Mr. Ellett offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instrueted to prepare and report an ordinance providing for 


‘the collection of a special State tax of ,50 per centum on the 


present State tax, to be collected as speedily as possible ; 
and furthér providing for the issuance of treasury notés or 
certificates of loan, in such sums as may be applied for by 
any person desiring to loan money to the State. To an 
amount not exceeding one million dollars; one-third redenia- 
ble in one year, one-third in two years, and the other third 
in three years. Bearing interest at 10 per cent. from date, 
and further providing for the collection of a special State 
tax for the redemption thereof as the same may fall due. 

Mr. Clayton of Marshall, offered the following amendment 
as a substitute: 

Resolved, That the ordinance be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Meaws, with instructions to report an 
ordinance providing for the .issuance of bonds and treasury 
notes to the amount $-—— —, and further to report in favor 
of a direct tax to be laid on all the taxable property in the 
State, and to be collected in the —— fiscal year, sufficient ` 
to raise the sum of $———. 
- Mr. Berry offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment : j 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed toadhereto the subjects of taxation, and the rates 
of taxation fixed by the present revenue system of this 
State, and to prepare an ordinance for immediate taxation 
for a sum sufficient to meet the present exigencies of the 
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State; 
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A call for the previous question being sustained, the. 
question was taken on the adoption of the amendment to 
the amendment, and decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken oa the adoption of Mr. 
Clayton's amendment, and decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the 
original resolution, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. George offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means be 
instructed in the ordinance they have been directed to report, 
to provide that slaves shall be taxed one dollar per head in- 
stead of fifty per centum on the present State tax. 

On motion, the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Baldwin offered tho following resolution :, 

Jesolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to exempt all polls from taxation. 

. Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, the report of the Committee on 
Southern Confederacy was made the special order for 12 
o'elock to-morrow. : 

Mr. Chalmers, from the Committee on Military and Naval 
Affairs, offered a report, which on his motion, was laid on 
the table and two hundred copies ordered to be printed. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned to 10 o’clock to- 
morrow. 


TUESDAY, Janvary 22d, 1861. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. Gholson moved that the following instruction be 
given to the Committee of Ways and Means : l 
“Instruct the committee to report so as lo increase the 
tax on negroes to two dollars—or one dollar and twenty- 

five cents additional tax. x 

Also taxing all money now vested or that may be employed 
or deposited out of this State belonging to citizens: of this 
State—also all money in this State—also all bonds, bills of 
exchange, or securities for the payment of money due or to 
become due, in this State, and discriminating against all 
property of non-residents.” 


AS 


Mr. Orr moved, that the resolution. of instruction be laid 


upon the table. 
The yeas and nays being called” thereon, ttie motión v was | 
sustained by the following vote: oE ai i. 


AYzs—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Buio “Booth, 
Brooke, Blair, Bonds, Bookter, Clayton of Lowndes; Catch- 
ing, Chalmers, Cummings: Colbert, Clapp, Dease, Douglas, | 
Dyer, Eckford, Ellett, Fizer, Flournoy, Gibson, Harris, Holt, 
Hurst, Keirn, Keith, “Kennedy, Marshall, Mayson, McGhee 
of Bolivar, McGhee of Panola, Neely, Orr, Pattison, Powell 
of Covington, Roberts, Sanders, Semmes, Smart, Terral, 
Taylor, Thompson, Vaughan, Walter, Welsh, ‘Wilkinson, 
Yerger and Young.—45. 

NaxYs.—Messrs. Anderson, Aldridge, Baldwin, Br antley, 
Beene, Berry, Bolling, Clayton of Mar shall; O. Davi is, J. S. 
Davis, Denson, Edwards, Fontaine, George, Glenn, Gholson, 
Gwin,.Isom, Johnston of Panola, King, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, 
Miller of Pontotoc, Miller of Tunica, Nelson, Powell. of 
Jones, Ramsey, Roger s, Sumner, Stevens, Tison and Woods. 
33. 


Mr. Mayson submitted the following Tepor t: E 


Mn. PRESIDENT: | 

The Committee on Engrossed Or dinánces beg ieu to 
report that they have had under examination-an ordinance 
entitled “An Ordinance tó regulate the rights of citizen- 
ship in Mississippi,” and find the same correctly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Brooke, the Ordinance of Citizenship 
was recommitted to the committee. . 

On motion of Mr. Chalmers, the C onvention took up the 
Ordinance on Military Affairs, and that the Se be 
acted upon by sections. 

Mr. Woods offered the following amendment : 

Amend by changing the county of Kemper from the 
Eight Regiment to the Fifth. 

Which was adopted. g | 

Mr. Brooke offered the. following amendnient : aiu 

Amend by changing the county of J efferson from. the 
Seventh Regiment to the Third.” 

Which was adopted. 

. Mr. Aldridge offered the following amendment: -: 

 Amend by changing Tallahatehio i from dno Pi st to the 
Fourth Regiment. . 

Le Me adopted: ' 
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Mr. Glenn offered the following amendment: — 

Amend by changing Hancok from the Seventh to the’ 
Eighth Regiment. ` . 

hich was adopted. 

. Mr. Miller offered the following amendment : 

Amend by striking out the word “divide,” in the thir- 
teenth line of section six and insert the word “ organize.” 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. George offered the following amendment : 

And provided, further, That the whole amount of the 
compensation of the commissioned officers per annum shall 
not exceed the following rates : o: 

Major-General, $2,500 ; Brigadier-General, $2,000; Col- 
onel, $1,200 ; Lieutenant-Colonel, $1,000 ; Major, $800; 
Captain, $600 ; Ist Lieutenant, $400 ; 2d and 3d . Lieuten- 
ants, 300 each; Adjutant, $400. 

Which on motion of Mr. Doling, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Rogers offered the following amendment : 

Amend section [seventh by inserting after the word 
“ board,” in fifth line, the words “except the Governor.” 

Which was adopted. » 

Mr. King offered to amend by striking out the word “five,” _ 
and insert the word four. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Gholson offered to amend as follows : 

Amend seventh section by inserting in the third line after 
the word “ officers,” the words “ the pay of privates shall be 
twenty dollars per month." l | 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Baldwin offered the following amendment : | 

Amend third line of section seven by striking out the. 
words “ and privates," and inserting the words “ the privates 
shall receive fifteen dollars per month," afterthe word army. 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Gholson moved, to amend section seven by inserting 
in the third line, after the words “ officers,” the words“ pay 
of privates shall be twenty dollars per month." 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Chalmers offered the following amendment to section. 
seventh : | : 

Strike out volunteers and insert officers in 1st line. 

. Strike out “and privates,” and insert after the word 
army, in 5th line, “that the pay of thé privates and non- 
commissioned officers shall be $16 per month, together with 
the rations and clothing allowed in said army... - 

Which was adopted. 


45 


Mr. King offered the following amendment : 

Amend section eight by striking out all after the word 
“fill,” in the second line, and insert “ vacancies in the offices 
of Major and Brigadier Generals shall be filled by the 
appointment of the Governor subject to the approval of the 
Senate of this State." 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Barksdale. offer ed the following amendment, which 
was lost : 

Amend 8th section by striking out the words “and Gover- * 
nor,” in 4th line and inserting instead thereof, a majority of 
the Military Board. - 

Mr. Nelson offered to end section eight by striking out 
" Major General" and substitute ^ General." 

Which was lost. 

- Mr. Holt offered the following amendment to section 
ninth: — 

Amend i in the sixth line by striking out the words “ two 
years” and insert “one year.” 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Dyer offered the following amendment by way -of 
additional section:  . 

Amend by adding the following after the 9th section ; 

Sec. 10. That all such officers and privates as may be 
disabled while in actual service, before the formation of a 
Southern Confederacy, shall be entitled to one years pay 
after their discharge from the service, and the widows of 
those who shall be killed in the service shall also receive the 
for one year, the compensation that their husbands would be 
entitled to if living. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Brantley offered the following amendment : 

Amend by inserting in the third line of the seventh sec- 
tion after the-word “ army,” the words “until the Southern 
Confederacy is formed, after which time both offiéers and 

men shall receive such pay as may be allowed to the officers 
and men of the army of said Southern Confederacy. . 

Which was adopted. - 

Mr. Fontaine offered to insert the ae amendment 
to the nith section : 

And provided further, That the term of office of all com- 
missioned afficers provided for in this ordinance shall con- 
tinue for. one year after being. enrolled into actual service 
in their respective O and no longer. 

Wiigi was lost. 
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Mr. George offered to amend the eleventh section by 
striking out all after the words " State Legislature. Nx 

- Which was lost: - ©: is 

No further amendments being offered, thie ordinance’ ES 
amended was ordered to be engrossed and made the special 
order for to-morrow at 10 o'clock. : 

Mr. Wright, from the Committee of Wass and Means, 
made a report, which on his motion, was laid on the iable 
and two hundred copies ordered to be pure 

On motion of Mr. Welsh, 

The Convention adjourned until 33 o’ ‘lock P. M. 


HALF-PAST THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


The Convention met pursuant to EL : 

On motion of Mr. Orr, 

‘Resolved, That Capt. Lipscomb, the Reporter of the 
Vicksburg papers and the New Orleans Cr escent, be allowed 
a seat on the floor of the Convention. 

Mr. Barksdale, Chairman of the Committee on Enr olled 
Ordinaces, made the following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Ordinances have had mie 
examination an ordinance entitled “An ordinance concern- 
ing Federal property and jurisdiction in Mississippi," and 
find the same correctly enrolled. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, the Convention proceeded to 
consider the report of the Committee on a Southern Con- 
federacy. 

Mr. Clayton of Lowndes, offered the following amend- 
ment: 

Strike out all after the word " Delegates," in 2d line of 
first resolution to the words ^ whose duty,” in 3d line. ` 

Which was adopted upon a call of the yeas and nays : 


Yeas.—Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Backstrom, 
Booth, Brooke, Benton, “Berry, Bookter, A. M. Clayton, 
G. R. Clayton, Catchines, Chalmers, Clapp, Dease, Deason, 
Eckford, Rilett, George, Glenn, Gholson, Gwin, Harris, 
Holt, Hurst, Isom, Jones, Keith, King, Lea, Lamar, Mar- 
shall, McGehee of Panola, Miller of Tunica, Neely, N elson, 
Orr, Pattison, Rogers, Thompson, Terral, Taylor, Woods. 
Vaughan, Wilkinson, and Yerger—46. 

Naxvs—Messrs. Aldridge, Barksdale, Brantley , Beene, 
Blair, Bonds, Bolling, Bullard, Cummings, Colbert, J. L.. 
Davis, Denson; Douglas, Dyer, Flournoy, Fontaine, Hill; 
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J ohnston of DeSoto “Keirn, Kennedy, Lowers,’ Mayson, 
Powell of Covington, Powell of J ones, : Ramsey, -Roberts, 
"Reynolds, Sandérs, Semmes, Smart, Sumner, bei Tison, 
Walter; Welsh, and Young—36. 


Mr. Elletty offered the following amendment, 

Which was adopted: - 

Strike out the words, * * on the day of , at 
the hour of ” and insert ' "immediately after the pas 
sage of these resolutions." 

Mr. 3ayton, of Marshall, offered the following amend 
ment, which was adopted : 

Fourth seetion—After the word “therein,” in the ninth 
line, insert the words to be composed of delegates, elected 
hy the people of said States, in such manner as the said 
Convention, or the Legislatures of the several States may 
prescribe. 

Mr. King’offered the following —€— € to the fourth . 
section, which was lost: 

Anvend by str iking out the word " ‘ Southern," between 
the words “other” and “ States,” in the 6th line of the 4th 
resolution. | 

Mr. Rogers offered the following amendment: . - 

Strike out all after the word * therein,” in-the 3rd line . 
of the 5th section, and insert the following: 

Then such Constitution, or Plan, shall ‘be referred to the 
people of this State for ratification or rejection, to be assem- 
bled in Convention, by a call made either by the. convention 
ds at Montgomery; or by the Legislaturé - of this 

tate 

Mr. Clayton, of Marshall, offered the following. amend- 
ment as a substitute for Mr. “Rodgers, which was lost, 

Fifth section—In 4th line, strike out all after the ‘words, 
“referred to,” and in lieu thereof, insert, “to a Convention 
for ratification or rejection, which vonvention shall be com- 
posed of delegates, elected by the people of said States, in 
such manner as the said convention at Montgomery, or ‘the 
Legislatures of the several States may pr escribe. -` 

Mr. Glenn moved to lay Mr. Rodgers’ amendment on the 
table, which was decided in the negative, by yeas and ‘nays, 
as follows: | 


Yras-Mr. President, Messrs.. Alcorn, o AL 
dridge, Barksdale, Booth, Brantley, Br ooke, Beene, Blair, 
Chalmers, Dease, Dyer, Deason, Edwards, Ellett, George, 
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Glenn, Gwinn, Harris, Hurst, Kein, Keith, Les, Lamar, 
Lewers, Miller of Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Powell of 
Covington, Ramsay, Roberts: Semmes, 'Fhompson, Vaughan, 
Walter, Welsh, Wilkinson, and Woods—4E : 

Nays—Messrs. Baldwin, Backstrom, Denton, Berry, 
Bonds, Bolling, Bullard, Bookter; Clayton of Marshall, 
Clayton of Lowndes, Catchings, Cummings, Colbert, Clapp, 
O. Davis, J. S: Davis, Denson, Douglas, Eckford, Flournoy, 
Fontaine, Gholson, Hill, Holt, Isom, Johnston of DeSoto, 
Kennedy, King, Marshall, Mayson, McGehee of Panola, 
Pattison, Powell of Jones, Rodgers, Reynolds, Sanders, 
Smart, Sumner, Stevens, Torral. Tison, Tavlor,. Wright, 
Yerger and Young—44. 


On motion, the Convention adjourned until 7 o’clock this 
evening. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK P. M. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, 

And resumed the consideration of the report of the. Com 
mittee on Southern Confederacy, 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment 
offered by Mr. Rogers. | 

Mr. Fontaine offered the following as a substitute for the 
amendment of Mr. Hogers, which was aecepted and the 
resolution of Mr. Rogers withdrawn, to-wit ; 

Strike out all after the word “thereon,” in the third line 
and insert: pos 

Then such constitution or plan shall be referred to the 
people of this State for ratification or rejection, to be as- 
sembled in Convention, by a call made by the Convention at . 
Montgomery, or by the proclamation of the Governor, and 
in either case the delegates to be elected according to the 
provisions of the act of the Legislature under which this 
Convention has been assembled. 

Mr. Tison moved the previous question, 

Which being sustained, | 

The question was taken on the adoption of Mr. Fontaine's 
amendment, and decided in the negative by yeas and nays 
as follows : aD 


+, AYES.—Messrs. Barksdale, Baldwin, Backstrom, Benton, 
Beene, Blair, Berry, Bonds, Bolling, Bullard, Clayton of 
Marshall, Clayton of Lowndes, Cummings, Colbert, Clapp, 
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4.8: Davis, Denson, D86. Ina, Hekford, Flournoy, Fontaine; 
Gholson, Herring, Holt, Johnston of DeSoto, Kennedy, 
King, Marshall, Mayson, McGehee of Panola, Parker, Pat: 
tison, Powell of Jones, Rogers, Reynolds, Sanders, Smart, 
Sumner, Stevens, Tison, Taylor, Wright; Yerger and Young. 
43. ; 
. Nays.—Mr. President, Messrs, Alcorn, Anderson, Al- 
dridge, Booth, Brantley, Brooke, Bookter, Catching, Chal- 
mers, O.Davis, Dease, Dyer, Deason, Edwards, Ellett, Fizer, 
George, Glenn, Gwin; Harris, Hill, Wurst, Isom, Jones, 
Keirn, Keith, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, Lewis, McGehee of Boli- 
var, Miller of Tunica, Myers, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Powell of 
Covington, Ramsey, Roberts, Semmes, ‘Terral, Thompson, 
Vaughan, Walter, Welxh, Wilkinson and Woods.—49. 


` Mr. Glenn offered the following amendment : 
Amend fourth line of tifth section by striking out “ rati- 
fication or rejection,” and substitute “its action.” 
- Which was adopted. 
Mr. Brooke moved to strike out the fifth section, which 


was lost hy the following vote :- 


AYES.—Messrs. Alcorn, Aldridge, Barksdale, Baldwin, . 
Brooke, Beene, Blair, Berry, Bonds, Bolling, Bullard, Clay- 
ton of Marshall, Cummings, Colbert, O. Davis, J. S. Davis, 
Denson, Flournoy, Fontaine, Gholson, Herring. Isom, King, 
Marshall, Mayson, McGehee of Bolivar, McGehee of Panola, 
Parker, Pattison, Rodgers, Reynolds, Saunders, Stevens, 
Walter, Wright, Yerger and Young.—38. .  “ ' 

Nays.—Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Backstrom, ' 
Booth, Brantly, Benton, Bookter, Clayton of Lowndes, 
Catching, Chalmers, Clapp, Dease, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, 
Eckford, Edwards, Elett, Fizer, George, Glenn, Gwin, 
Harris, Hill, Holt, Hurst, Johnston of DeSoto, Jones, Keirn, 
Keith, Kennedy, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, Lewis, Miller of 
Tuniea, Myers, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Powell of Covington, 
Ramsey, Roberts, Semmes, Smart, Sumner, Terral, Tison, 
zen Thompson, Vaughan, Welsh, Wilkinson and Woods. 


Mr. Clayton of Marshall, moved that the vote adopting 
the amendment of Mr. Clayton of Lowndes, be reconsidered. 
_ The yeas and nayes being called for, the motion was lost 

by the following vote : l 


Kd "E ] RENE. . 
AYES.—Messrs. Alcorn, Aldridge, Barksdale, Baldwin, 
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Drantly, beene, Dlair, Bonds, Bolling, Bullard, Cummings, 
Colbert, J. S. Davis, Denson, Douglas,. Dyer, Edwards, 
Fizer, Flournoy, Fontaine, Herring, Hill, Johnston of De 
Soto, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, King, Lewers, Lewis, Me- 
Ghee of Bolivar, Myers, Parker, Powell of Jones, Reynolds, 
Sanders, Smart, Sumner, Stevens, Tison and Young.—40. 
NAYS.—Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Backstrom, 
Booth, Brooke, Benton, Berry, Bookter, Clayton of Marshall, 
Clayton of Lowndes, Catching, Chalmers, Clapp, O. Davis, 
Dease, Deason, Eckford, Ellett, George, Glenn, Gholson, 
Gwin, Harris, Holt, Hurst, Isom, Jones, Lea, Lamar, Mar- 
shall, Mayson, McGehee.of Panola, Miller of Tunica, Neely, 
Nelson, Orr, Pattison, Powell of Covington, Ramsey, Roberts, 
Rogers Semms, Terral, Taylor, Thompson, Vaughan, 
Walter, Welsh. Wilkinson, Woods, Wright and Yerger.—52- 


Mr. Glenn offered the following amendment : 

Amend the fourth section by striking out the word 
“ Southern,” before the word “States,” in the sixth line. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Glenn moved, that the ordinance be considered as 
engrossed and the ordinance put upon its passage. 

Which was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the ordi- 
nance, and decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, 

Resolved, That the Convention go into the election of 
Delegates to the Montgomery Convention to-morrow at 11 
o'clock. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until to-morrow at 
10 o’clock. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28RD, 1861. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Journal of preceeding day read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, Log 

Resolved, That the Committee on a Southern Confederacy 
be instructed to enquire into the propriety or expediency of 
having this State represented in such Provisional Govern- 
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Before proceeding to the second ballot,. Mr. Lamar said, 
the vote just given required him to announce publicly what 
he had repeatedly said to his friends in private, that it was 
nof within his power to accept an appointment as delegate 
to Montgomery. His reasons were purely private and per- 
sonal, but such as would be satisfactory to the Convention 
if he felt at liberty to state them. , 

. Mr. Ellett also gracefully, but positively, withdrew his 
hame. 

Mr. Aldridge, also, returned thanks to the friends who, 
- in their kind partiality, cast their votes for him. He was, 
however, satisfied that there. were many gentlemen who, 
from their age and experienee, were more competent to. rep- 
resent the State than himself.’ For that reason, and others 
he might “enumerate, he desired that his friends should not 
east their votes for him. M 

Messrs. Yerger and Alcorn also withdrew their names. ~ 

 Mr.Dyer arose and again withdrew the name of Maj. 

Barksdale, stating by authority of that gentleman that his 
withdrawal was unconditional, and that while he was grate- 
ful for the preference whieh a large number of members had. 
indicated for him, he did not desire the position. "That cir-. 
cumstances rendered it impossible for him te serve even if 
_ elected by the partiality of the Conventión., . 


Before the 5th ballot was bu M r. Clapp said + 

Ma. PnEsIDENT :—I: have up to this time, in deference. to 
the suggestions of friends and agaiiist the promptings of my. 
oai. ‘inclination, -refrained from 5 withdrawing my name from 
the ballotines in which wé are engaged, but 1 feel that it is 
due to the Convention and to myself to say, that whilst I 
recognize the position of delegate to the Montgomery Con- 
vention, especially when conferred by a body entitled to. 
such profound respect as this as one of high distinction— 
ax honor of which any gentloman has good reason to feel 
proud ; yet I have at the same timo. regarded it.as a trust 
involving such delicate duties and high responsibilities, as tus 
be neither sought nor courted ; and as one of my distin- 
guished colleagues has been already selected as one of the 
honored representatives of the State, whilst tendering my 
grateful acknowledgments to those gentlemen who have 
complimented me-with their zo 1 Tam that my name 
be withdrawn. NE 
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ment as may be formed by the Convention at Montgomery, 
and the best mode by which such representation can be had, 
- and report by resolution or otherwiseas soon as practicable. 

The President announced the following Committees: 

Committee to prepare flag ‘and coat of arms for the State, 
Messrs. Clapp, Ellett; Thompson, Ramsey and Young. 

Committee to prepare an address to the people of the 
State in referente to planting, Messrs. Clayton of Lowndes, 
Vaughan; M. McGehee, Keirn and Lea. © 

On motion.of Mr. King, NA P 

Resolved, Ahat the Hons. A. €. Brown, Jefferson Davis, 
Reubén Davis, John J. McRae, Wm. Barksdale and O. R. 
Singleton, the Senators and Representatives im Congress, be 
invited when present to’ seats upon the floor of this house 
during all the sittings of this Convention. ANM 

Mr. Clayton of Marshall, offered the following ordinance, 

Which was referred to the Cqmmittee on State Constitu- 
tion:. NA 

Be it ordained and declared, and it is hereby ordained and 
declared by this Convention, That if any part of the present 
Constitution of the State of Mississippi, shall be in conflict 
with any ordinance passed by this Convention, such part of 
said Constitution shall be held to be abrogated and annulled 
to the extent of such conflict but no further. . 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, > 5 

Resolved, That the Convention do now proceed to vote 
lor seven Delegates to the Montgomery Convention without 
any special nominations being made, and no one shall be 
elected a Delegate unless he or they shall receive a majority 
of all the votes .polled. | E 

On motion of Mr. Chalmers, the election was conducted 
by ballot. ^ `` TL TEC 
.. The President appointed Messrs. Gholson, Chalmers and 
Reynolds, to act as tellers. D 

he Convention then proceeded to ballot for Delegates to 

the Montgomery Convention with the following result : 
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FIRST BALLOT CONTINUED. 
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Mr. W. P. Harris being the only person who had received 
a majority he was declared elected. 

The Convention then proceeded to a second ballot with 
the following result : 
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THİRD BALLOP CONTINUED, 


| | VOTER, 
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Mr. A. M. Clayton having received a majority of all the. 
votes cast was declared elected. 

No one else having received a majority the Convention 
proceeded to a fourth ballot with the following ta 
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Whole number of votes cast...... ..........92 
Necessary to a ehoice.....oroooooooco..- "m. 
N o one receiving a majority of all the votes cast the Con- ' 
vention proceeded to a fifth ballot. 
Pending which,  . | E 
The Convention adjourned until 33 o'clock, P. M. * 


' THREE AND A HALF O 'croog, P. M. 
"The Cola met pursuant to adjournment, 
And resumed: the ballot for Delegates to the Montgomery - 
Convention. 
The fifth ballot resulted as follows: : 
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FIFTH BALLOT CONTINUED. 


VOTES. 
D "ROM A eee 1 = 
MOV GING sft as Ob eased ara eed dees TE: 
We PNELD uu A 1 
Whole number of votes cart... ts 
Necessary to a choice... ....... A S1 


No one receiving a majority of all the votes east the Con- 
vention proceeded to the sixth ballot with the following re- 
sult : 


SIXTH BALLOT. 
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BAGG GO visi ae Race Dots sree E Pore o 
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: 
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Messrs. W. S. Barry, J. T. Harrison and J. A. P. Camp- 
bell, having received a majority of all the votes cast, were 
declared duly elected. 

Mr. Glenn, from the Committee on Southern. Confederacy 
submitted a series of resolutions, which, 
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On his motion, . “were laid on the table and 200 copies 
ordered to be printed. 

‘On motion of Mr. Chalmers, the Convention took up the 
ordinanee to * regulate the Military system of the State of 
Mississippi” i 

The question was then taken on the passage of the ordi- 
nance and decided in the’ affirmative. 

-Ou motion of Mr. Chalmers, the Convention proceeded to 
i the election of à Major- General by ballot. 

The President appointed Messrs. Ghol SON, Anderson and 
Beene, to act as tellers. 


Upon the first, ballot, —— .- 
Jefferson Davis received ll a tare 88 votes. 
Reuben DaviB................ MEN ] * 
Earl Van Dorn lila ves] 1 f 
Whole number of votes cast....... MEE 90 
Necessary to a choic®................. 46 


Jefferson .Davis having received a majority of all the 
votes cast was declared elected Major-General. -~ 

On motion of Mr. Chalmers, the Convention proceeded to 
the election of four Brigadier-Generals, 
; Qn motion of Mr. Welsh, the election was conducted by 

allot. 

Messrs. Gholson, . Anderson and Beene, acting as tellers. 

its Convention proceeded t to: ballot with the following 
res 


FIRST BALLOT. — : 


YOTES. 

W. C. Faulkner..... os La .. 8 
0. Clark... n.. KM MENU Velle rns. 19 
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Earl Van Dorn.. ME e 20 
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"Thomas W. Harris............. £l. ce 2 
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FIRST BALLOT CONTINUED. 


VOTES. 
A | ee ee ee ubi sedem. ud 
Richard Griffith. » 9 9» 9 ew eoeeese e.s * €" ^ € ^? 5 o Le 4 5 -1 
Whole number of votes cast....... "Cc. 
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No one having received a majority of the whole the Con- 
vention proceeded to a second ballot with the following 
result : : 


5 
SECOND BALLOT. 1 


VOTES. 
Charlos Glark (uou bs pP ao ..24 
Karl Van Dora ios loe . 39 
Je di AAC di KC NEC r.. Bk 
A A AER dd E — : 
J. du MEMOS eos eoque oa Es dore 2 

C EE MODE er each "ERES: 
[UR EID LU A T T 
Whole number of votes Casb................ .90 
Necessary to a ChoiC8.........iooooooooo ..46 


No one having received a majority of all the votes cast 
the Convention proceeded to a third ballot with the follow- 
ing result : 2 
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THIRD BALLOT. 


VOTES. 
Charles Clark ccd ad bw nea wes Sa eh 11 
Earl Van Dorn...... CE m E eer 61 
FA act ho babens "or ree l0 
Whole number of votes cast. :.:...... Ls sss. 91 
Necessary to a ChoiCe........o.coooomooooo.. 40 


Karl Van Dorn having received a majority of all the votes 
east; was declared elected first Brigadier-General. 

The Convention then proceeded” to ballot for-2nd Briga- 
dier-General with the following result: `. | 


Ww: E 
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. FOURTH BALLOT, 
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No one having received a majority of all the votes cast 
the Conventio proteeded t to a fifth ballot. 

Pending the ballot, 

On motion of Mr. Fontaine, the Convention adjourned 
unl t o! monks PMs. > a 


Lowe v od « 
RM ut WS we +. 


The ratai met usu to m— nment. 

On motion of “Mr. Glenn, the resolutions from the Com- 
mittee. on Southern .Confederacy, were made the special 
order.of the day for 101 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Clapp offered the following resolution, which, 

On motion.of Mr. Orr, was laid on the table : 

Resolved, That-each member shall vote for three persons 
at one. time, and the highest shall be declared first elected, 
provided he gets a majority of the whole vote cast, and in 
case of a tie it shall be determined by the ‘Convention who 
shall be first. . | 

"The. Convention then me to. a. fifth ballot for 2nd 
Brigate is with the following: result : 


I: . FIFTH BALLOT. 


. $ 


VOTES. 
Charles Clark. Lesa neta aca cO e... 04 
A A t E mV 
c. H. Mott- Eos beer os A TNT 1 
Whole e of votes ensi... TO TUS 2202. 
Necessary to.a choice........... aaa AT 


Charles Clark receiving a majority of all the votes cast 
Was 'declared. duly elected second Brigadier-General. 


4 
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. 'The result of sixth ballot was as follows : 


SIXTH BALLOT. 


" -— 

. . YOTESR. 
J. L. Aleorn............-. TR : M 
R. GTA ls e vera aioe eens Pearse evo 
W. €. Faulkner..,........ Rates A d 
MH Milen a a as es 0 
A PA E 
C. H. Mott.......... PORE OCEAN caue + 
Wm. Griffith........... POTOPE NA A ES 
Je Ae MUT aia ds É o5 
Whole number of votes cast............... a 90 
Necessary to a cholce.......... a n 


J. L. Alcorn having received a majority of all the votes 
cast was declared duly elected third Brigadier-General. 


The Convention then proceeded to ballot for a isi) 
Brigadier-General with the following result : 


SEVENTH BALLOT. 


| VOTES. 


Tes We Hat a C RAUS 
EE Ms A 
H. H. Miller......... ata ds c 
J.H. Miller....... ce ve A s 
W. €. pue rr de 
.G. H. Àbert.............. EUH S mE ES 
ubde BING v ei eee deis o dida d 
Richard Grifflh....... mE 
Wn Coulthard aia edo MM 
J. L. MeManuus. ........ Ner ENDE, 
T. TASES L1 va a ud qt p ucacata d aug T 
Whole number of votes cast.....:..0...... 94 


Necessary to a choice... ..... seer eee e eee AB 
- No one receiving a majority of all the votes cast the Con- 
vention ened to ballot with the following Topot; 
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EIGHTH BALLOT. 


VOTES. 


C. H, Mott... isl cece eee erar cee eee 8 

T. Harris, ..... loss ewe eee race eee 2 

W.H. Miller. ......0oooomco... essa 3 

W. C. Faulkner........ A A | 

MeMannus .....omooo.ooo...- eem es Š 

Blythe ,...... ..o.oooooocon» e n n | 

R. Griflfith.............. oo... esl d 

JJ Hy Mille....,............ eas ss s È 
Uc > — 

- Whole number of votes CaASb.......ooooooo.... 92 
Necessary to a choice...... e wees Cn... AT 


C. H. Mott having received a majority of the votes cast 
was declared duly elected fourth Brigadier-General. 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, the Convention adjourned 
until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 


e 
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THURSDAY, January 24ru, 1861. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
Journal of preceding day read and approved. 
Communications to the President were read and referred 
to the appropriate committees. —. E 
Mt. Clapp submitted an ordinance from the Committee - 
on Postal Affairs. | 
Which was laid on the table and 200 copies ordered to be 
prinied, |] 
Mr. Orr offered the following resolution :. 
“Resolved, That a special committee of five be appointed 
to enquire into the expediency of suspending the execution 
of decrees, judgments, executions, mortgages and deeds of 
trust for twelve months ; also. the laws for ipstituting suits 
in the various courts of this State, except the attachment 
laws. —. 
Pending which, | 

- The Gonvention, on motion of Mr. Glenn, proseeded to 
the consideration of the special order, to-wit; the resolu: 
tions of she Committed on Southern Confederacy. + 
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Mr. Ellett offered an amendment thereto, which, 

On his motion, was laid on the table and two hundred 
copies ordered to be printed ; and the whole subject was 
made the special order for ten o'clock to-morrow. 

-On motion of Mr. Fontaine, the Convention went into 
secret session. ' 

After some time spent therein the doors of the Conven- 
tion were opened. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the Convention resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole, to take into consideration 
the ordinance reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, entitled an ordinance to raise méans for the defense 
of the State. | 

Mr. Orr in the chair. l 

After some time spent therein the committee rose and re- 
ported back the ordinance without any recommendation. 

Which was received and agreed to. 

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the 
ordinance by sections, 

Mr. George offered the following amendment to the first 
section : 

“Provided, that in order to make the State tax on slaves 
equal to.the State tax on other personalty and on land, the ~ 
above mentioned tax of fifty per centum on the present 
State tax, shall not apply to slaves, but instead thereof an 
additional special tax of one dollar and twenty-five cents 
be imposed on each taxable slave, to be collected and dis- 
bursed as the other taxes herein provided for.  - 

. Mr. Chalmers offered the following amendment to, the 
amendment : AN 

“And that the regular tax on slaves be and it is hereby 
so changed, that the tax assessed on each taxable slave shall 
be the same as on taxable land, and that no slave shall be 
taxed who is over sixty or under ten years of age, and that 
slaves shall be so assessed at the next regular assessment of 
the property of the State." | 

Mr. moved to lay the amendment and the 
amendment to the amendment on the table. 

A division being called for, : 

The question was first taken on laying the amendment to 
the amendment on the table and decided in the affirmative. 

The question was tlen taken on laying the amendment of 
Mr. George on the table, aud decided in the negative by 
yeas and Heya, sa TOIIOWB T = =~ e E 
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Veas, L Messrs, Alcom, Anderson, Barksdale, “Backstrom, 
Booth, Bolling, Clayton of Lowndes, Colbert, Clapp, Déase, 
Dyer, Ellett, Fizer, Flournoy, Harris, Hill, Holt, Hurst, 
Jones, Keirn, Kennedy, King, Lamar, Marshall, McGehee 
of Bolivar, McGehee of Panola, Neely, Pattison, Roberts, 
Sanders, Semmes,Smart, Terral, Taylor, Thompson: Vanghan, 
Walter, “Wilkinson and Yer ger—38. . 

, Nays —Mr. President, Messrs. Aldridge, Baldwin, Br ant- 
ley, Brooke, , Benton, Blair, Berry, Bonds, Bullard, Clayton 
of Marshall, Catching, . Chalmers, Cummings, | O.. Davis, 
J, S.. Davis, Denson, Douglas, Deason,. Eckford, Edwards, 
Fontaine, George, Glenn, Gholson, Gwin, Herring, Isóm, 

Johnston of DeSoto, Keith, Lea, Lewers, Lewis, Miller of . 

Pontotoe, Miller of. Tunica, Nelson, Orr, Parker, Powell ' 
of: Covington, Ramsey, Rogers, Reynolds, Summer, Stevens, 
Tison, Witty, Woods, Wright and Tong. s . 


| Pending further action; 
The Convention adjourned entil three o "clock this even- 
ing. 05. 


TEREE O'CLOCK, P. de 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Herring asked to have his vote recorded in the neg- 
ative on the pr oposition to lay the amendment of Mr. 
George on the table. . | 

..Mr. Eckford offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Governor be and he is hereby author- 
ized to appropriate to the use of Volunteers when called 
into service or before if he may deem it necessary. such 
cloth :or other material manufactured in the Penitentiary 
and now on hand, or which may be hereafter manufactured, 
as may be suitable for clothing said troops or making tents 
for the same. 

i Me. Waker offered the following. amendment asa substi- 
ute : 

Resolved, That the Military Board created. by the ordi- 
nance passed by this Convention be authorized to employ so 
' much of the labor of the Penitentiary for making tents, 

clothing, &c., for. the volunteers to be raised by: said ordi- 
nance as they may deem necessary. : 

On motion of. Mr, Walter, the resolution and amendment 
were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


EZ 
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The Convention resumed the consideration of the ordi- 
nance to raise means for the defense of the State. | ' 

The pending question being on the adoption of the-amend- 
ment offered by Mr. George. | | Us 

Mr. Ellett offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: i l l ' 

Amend by striking out all after the words “additional 
special tax” and insert “sufficient to make the tax on slaves 
equal to twenty cents on every one hundred dollars in value 
thereof, the value to be ascertained in the same manner that 
the value of land is now ascertained under the revenue law 
of this State, and the tax assessor shall accompany the tax 
collector and make out his assessment as the tax is paid, and 
return such assessment to the clerk of the Probate court, 
who shall make out and transmit to the proper officer such 
copies thereof as he is now required by law to make of other 
assessments." ' 

The previous question was then moved and the call sus- 
tained. 

Pending the vote, a a 

A call of the Convention was ordered. . 

The following members were absent : 

Messrs. Alcorn, Bookter, Deason, Farrar, Gibson, Hurs:, 
Johnston of Jefferson, Lamar, Mayson, McGehee of Panola, 
Lowell of Jones, Thornton, Thompson, Winchester and 

ood. . 

On motion, the further call of the Convention was sus- 
pended. | - 

The question was then taken on the adoption of Mr. El- 
lett's amendment to the amendment and decided in the affir- 


` mative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 


YzaAs.—Messrs. Alcorn, Aldridge, Backstrom, Benton, 
Blair, Bolling, Bullard, Chalmers, Cummings, Clapp, Dease, 
Dyer, Eckford, Edwards, Ellett, Flournoy, Glenn, G-win, 
Harris, Herring, Hill, Holt, Jones, Keirn, Lewers, Lewis, 
Marshall, McGehee of Bolivar, Neely, Nelson, Parker, Pow- 
ell of Covington, Roberts, Semmes, Smart, Stevéns, Terral, 
Taylor, Thompson, Vaughan, Walter, Welsh, Wilkinson, 
Woods, Wright and Yerger—45. o 

Nays.—Mr. : President, Messrs. Anderson, Barksdale, 
Baldwin, Booth, Brantley, Brooke, Beene, Berry, Bonds, . 
Clayton of Marshall, Clayton of Lowndes, Catching, Col- 
bert, O. Davis, J. S. Davis, Denson, Douglas, Fizer, George, 
Gholsou, Herring, Isom, Johnston of DeSoto, Keith, Ken- 
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nedy, King, Lea, MeGehee of Panola, Miller of Pontotoc, 
Miller of unica, Pattison, Ramsey, Rogers, V San- 
dera, Sumner, Tison, Witty and. oue 


The question: was then taken on the adoption of Mr. 
George's amendment as amended and decided i in the nega- 
tivo, by yeas and nays, as follows: 


Yeas.—Messrs. Aldridge, Baldwin, Dinon Beéne, Blair, 
Bonds, Clayton of Marshall, Chalmers, Clapp, Dease, Fon- 
taine, Gwin, Lewers, Miller of Pontotoc, elson, Parker 
and Young—17. 

 Nay5.—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Anderson, Barks- 
dale, Backstrom, Booth, Brantley, Brooke, Berry, Bolling, 
Bullard, Clayton of Lowndes, Catching, Cummings, Colbert, 
0. Davis, J. S. Davis, Douglas, Dyer, Eckford, Ellett, Flour- 
noy, George, Glenn, Gholson, Harris, Herring, Hill, Holt, 
Isoin, Johnston of DeSoto, Jc ones, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, 
King; Lea, Lewis, Marshall, M cGehee of Bolivar, McGehee 
of Panola, Miller of Tunica, Neely, Orr, Pattison, Ramsey, 
Roberts, Rogers, Sanders, Semmes, Smart, Sumner, Stevens, 
Terral, Tison, Taylor, Thornton, Thompson, Vaughan, Wal- 
ia - ; Witty, Wilkinson, Woods, cm and ir 


Mr. Blair moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting 
thé amendment of Mr. Ellett's to the amendment: offered by 
Mr. George. i 

- Of motion of Mr. Anderson, the motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. . | 

- Pending further action, p 

The. Convention adjourned until. 9 o ‘clock tomorrow 
moreg.. 


E 
es 
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FRIDAY, p 25TH, 1861, 


i Tib Convention: - pursuant to to. sdjourament 
"The Journal of the preceding day read and appreréd,.. 
The e AN the Gan vention baing fad nde Query wii 
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being present, the Sergeant-at-Arms was directed to bring'in 
the absentees. > ^ n vas E Re 

Á. quorum appearing, the further call was dispensed wifh. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

Resolved, That the President appoint a: committee of three, 
whose duty it shall be to examine the records of this Conven- 
tion, correct any errors, if anvtherein. and prepare the samé 
for publication. ` : 

Qn motion of Mr. Holt, D 

: Resolved, That the Governor be hereby requested to for- 
ward promptly to the Executives of the North-western States; 
an authenticated copy of the ordinance passed by this Con-. 
vention, declaratory of our determination not to obstruct in 
any manner the peceable navigation of the Mississippi river, 
within our limits. A AG S "M DE 

On motion of Mr. Orr, the resolution in relation to-a Navy 
law was taken up. : : o 

-Mr. Fontaine moved to lay the resolution on-the table :. 

Which was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, as 


* 


follows: . : 


Y EAS-—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Aldridge, Barksdale, 
Backstrom,’ Booth, Brooke, Benton, Beene, Bonds, Bolling,. 
Bullard, Clayton, Chalmers of Marshall, Clayton of Lowndes, 
Cummings, Clapp, O. Davis, Douglas, Dyer, Deason, Eckford, 
Edwards, Ellett, Fizer, Flournoy, George, Gibson; Gholson, - 
Gwin, Henry, Holt, Hurst, Johnston of DeSoto, Jones, Keirn,- 
Kennedy, King, Lea, Marshall, McGehee of Bolivar, McGehee 
of Panola, Myers, Nelson, Parker, Pattison, Powell of Jones, 
Ramsey, Roberts, Rogers, Reynolds, Sanders, Semmes; Tison,. 
Taylor, Thornton, Thompson, Vaughan, Walter, Welsh; Witty, 
Woods and Yerger—-65.' mE Eos NS 

Navs—Brantley, Berry, Catchings. Dease. Denson, Keith, 
Lewers, Neely, Orr, Powell of Covington, and Terrall—11. 

Mr. Brooke presented the following ordinance: 

Be it ordained by the people of the State of Mississippi, in 
Convention assembled, That no law for the purpose of hinder- 
ing or delaying the execution of legal ud for the collec- 
tion of. debts, or postpouing "the -foreclosure of. mortgages, 
or deeds of trust, shall be passed by the Legislature, un- 
less: thé‘same shall be:passed by three-fourths of-each House. 

On: bis motion, the ordinance was referred to the com- 
mittes en State Cohstitutio . -.. = ee 
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` Mr. Jones offered the following resolution, which; on mo- 
tion of Mr. Bolling, was laid on the table : ` 

Resolved, That the “committee on the State Constitution,” 
be instructed to consider and report, whether any, and if 
any, what amendment to the constitution is advisable, in- 
: order to. enable the Legislature to enact such laws for the 
collection. of revenue to be derived from real estate, as 
shall avoid the difficulties arising under constitutional ques- 
tions in the courts, which have heretofore defeated the 
validity: of- titles to lands, sold in this State, for default of 
owners, in the non-payment .of their taxes. 

"The Convention proceeded to the Vire of the 
special order, being an ordinance to raise means for. ihe 
defense^of the State. 

Mr. eee offered , the following amendment to Ist 
section : | 

- Add to the Ist. section; Provided. that the above-men- 
tioned tax of fifty per centum on the present State Tax, 
shall -not apply to slaves; but, instead thereof, an additional 
special tax of one dollar and -twenty cents be imposed on 
each taxable slave, which shall be collected, disbursed and 
accounted for in tlie same manner as the other taxes herein- 
provided for. . 

A motion being made to table the. amendment, the ` yeas 
and nays were demanded, and the motion ‘prevailed, by 
the. following vote: — 


Yass: Mese: TS Anderson, Barkidale Bii - 
Booth, Bolling, Bullard, Clayton of Lowndes, Catching, ' 
Cummin s, Clapp, Dease, Dyer,: Eckford, Edwards, Ellett, 
Fizer, Flournoy, Gibson, Gwin, Harris, Holt, Hurst, John- 
ston of DeSoto, Jones! Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, - King, 
Lewers, Marshall, McGehee of Bolivar, MeGelice of Panola, - 
Neely, ‘Powell of Covington, Roberts, Sanders, Semmes, 
Terrell, Taylor, Thompson, Vaughan, Walter, Welsh, and. 
Witty—44. j 

"Nars—Mr. President, “Aldridge, Baldwin, Brantley, 
Brooke,. Benton, Beene, : “Blair, - Berry, Bonds, Clayton of” 
Marshall, Chalmers, O. Davis, Denson, Dou Deason, . 
Fontaine, George, Gholson, Herring, Isom; Lea, Miller of” 
Pontotoc, Miller of Tunica, Nelson, Pattison, Powell of - 
Jones, Ramsey, Rogers,- Reynolds, Stevens, Tison; Theraton, 
vat and Young-37. .. 


Me ag Mond i sowing anda dni 
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. Strike out the first section, and. insert’ in lieu thereof, the 
following : | CN E 
SECTION 1. That it shall be the duty of the tax-collectors 
of the several counties in this State, forthwith after the 
passage of this ordinance, to collect, in. the -manner now 
provided „by law for the collection of other taxes, from ` 
every tax-payer in' his county, &n additional special State 
tax of fifty per centum on the regular State tax of.such 
tax-payer, and also a tax from every inhabitant of this State 
of three per centum upon all money owned or controlled by 
such inhabitant, and deposited, loaned or employed in the 
purchase of notes, bills, stocks, or any securities for the 
payment of money, without the limits of this State, or kept 
from circulation within the same, at amy time during 
the fiscal year, and to pay the same into the State Trea- 
sury, subject to all the laws, restrictions and penalties 
that apply to and regulate the .collection- and payment ‘of 
other State taxes; and the money so: collected shall. con- 
stitute "a Military Fund, and a separate account thereof 
shall be kept by the Auditor and Treasurer, and the same 
shall be disbursed by warrant, issued'on the order of the: 
Governor, and shall be applied by the Governor to sueh 
purposes of defense and military service of this State as. © 
may be authorized by law, this Convention, or the: Legisla- 
ture: Provided that the money invested in the loan to the 
State, authorized by the second section of this - ordinance, 
‘shall be exempt from. all taxes, whether the same: be State, 
county, municipal, special, school or-military : . And pro- 
vided further, that money temporarily deposited without the 
limits of this State, or kept from use and cireulation within 
the same, in contemplation of- use, other than for loan. or. 
employment in the purchase of stocks, bonds, bills, or other 
evidente.of debt or permanent deposit without the limits of 
this State, shall be exempt from said tax of three per cent : 
Ane provided further, that: the Boards .of Police of such 
counties as shall have a surplus of money in their respective: 
county treasuries, shall apply such surplus money by causing 
the same io be“ paid to the proper tax-collectors, in or 
towards the discharge of said tax of fifty: per céntum, in . 
their respective counties. — JPN CAU C 
The question was taken. on the adoption of the-amend- 
ment, and decided in the affirmative. = ^ 2° oc 
_ Mr, Clayton of Marshall, offered ‘the following amend: 
went ta marica, aeepd, which was Jonh 
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+: Do seotion“.2nd, 4th line, strike out the words, one, two, 
and. three, aud insert two, three and four years, and in fifth 
line after. the words 1861, strike out the words, bearing in- 
terest. at ten per cent, per annum from date, and insert, with 
coupons of interest attached at the rate of ten per cent. per 
ann unas annually. © € mE 
Mr. Barry offered the following amendment to the fourth 
section, s: ^ o. ^ pe y : , T 
"Which was adopted: "o... 
D] And it shall be the duty of each tax collector who shall 
have on hand any money collected. under the: provisions of 
this ordinance to receive and pay any treasury ‘note or cer- 
tificate of loan issued. in. pursuance of this ordinance, and 
which "shall be payable at the end of the fiscal year for 
which the tax in the''hands'of the assessor was collected ; 
and if any tax collector having sufficient. money on band 
arising from said tax shall refuse to pay any certificate or 
note as aforesaid to the holder on presentation and demand 
thereof, he shall be liable to the holder thereof in a sum 
equal to the amount of the'said note or certificate to be re- 
covered on an exdeution in any court having jurisdiction 
thereof. T ee aS E Wd 
| Mr. King offered the following amendment by way of ad- 
ditional sections, ^ - A NL 
Which was adopted: * ' A ; 
' Section —. “That it shall be the duty of the tax collec- 
tors when collecting the taxes levied by this ordinance until 
the assessors shall make other assessments of personalty, to 
assess the said tax of three per cent. upon all money. owned - 
or controlled «by the inhabitants of this State and deposited, 
loaned or employed: without the limits of this State or kept 
from use and-cirgulation within the same at any time during 
` the fiscal year, and to require such inhabitants to give in 
ihe said assessment under oath to be administered by said 
tax collectors, and to return one copy of said assessment to 
the Board of Police of the proper county and one to the 
Auditor of Public Accounts, and should such inhabitant fa 
or refuse tó give in said assessment, the said collectors shall 
levy and collect from such inhabitant the sum of | 
Provided, that the tax cóllectors shall, for their compenseg 
„tion for collecting the taxes raised by this ordinance receive 
three per centum upon the- amount collected from the tax - 
- payers. and. nothing for receiving the amotints that shall be 
id: by the Board of Polite:in discharge of the said ‘tax of 


id" 
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Suc. —. - That each assessor of taxes in this State in all 
subsequent. assessments for taxes, until said treasury notes 
are paid, shall require each inhabitant of his county, to ren- 
der on oath to be by him administered, the amount of money 
owned or controlled by him, and deposited, loaned, or em- 
ployed in the purchase of notes, bills, bonds, stocks, mortga- 

es or any securities for the payment of monies without the 
imits of this State or kept from use and circulation within 
the same, at any time during the fiscal year as aforesaid, 
and should said tax payer fail or refuse to render said 
amount or take said oath, then said assessor shall ass 
against him or her the sum of $5,000, as taxes'for mon 
deposited, loaned, or employed without the State or kept 
from use and. circulation within the same as aforesaid, and 
which sum so assessed shall be collected and paid over-as 
other taxes are to be collected and: paid over as herein 
before provided. ; 

Mr. Jones offered: the -following amendment tó section 
first, ` : l 

- Which was lost : l ; | E 

Provided, that the party making his dr her returns to the 
assessor as herein required, on money loaned or controlled 
in or out of this State, shall be allowed a deduction or credit 
on the amount of his or her money taxed, to the extent of 
his or her own indebtedness to other parties at the date of 
said return. d 

Mr. Alcorn moved to strike out section 9th and insert in 
lieu thereof the following : uu 

Which was adopted. i : 

That the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars-is'heréby set 
aside from any money in the State Treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, to defray the expense of engraving, issuing 
and negotiating said certificates or notes—the Auditor 
shall issue his warrant for such sum within said maximum 
as the Governor may certify as necessary—to. be supplied 
for engraving and while the compensation for negotiating 
and labor performed by the assistants of this State shall be 
fixed by the Legislature—the same not to excéed the appro- 
priation. | AULEM | 
* Mr. George offered the following ‘amendment by way of 
additional sections. ^ ,  - | 

Which was adopted, to-wit : | AT 
. Sue. —. Be. it further ordained, That immediately on 
the passage of this ordinance each Sheriff and Tax Collegtor 
in this State shall execute a bond, with good security, pay: 


fi 


E 


13 


able to the State, and in a penalty equal to the present State 
tax of his county, and conditioned. for the due and faithful 

performance of the duties imposed on him by this ordinance, 
E hich said bond shall be approved, filed--and recorded in 
the same manner as Sheriffs’ bonds are now réquired by law 
to be approved, filed and recorded. - 

Sec. —. Be it further ordained, That if any Sheriff 
shall fail to execute said bond, with security, as provided in 
the last preceding section of. this or dinaucé, by the Ist day 
of March next, his office shall thereby become vacated, and 
the vacancy thereby ‘occasionéd shall be filled as other. 
vacancies in the offices of. Sheriff are now: required: by law 
to be filled. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, thé ordinance as amended was 
ordered to be engrossed and made the special order of the 
day for 10 o'clock to-morrow-morning. ` 

r: Barksdale: from the Committee on ‘Enrolled Ordi- 
nances, reported the. Resolutions on Southern Confederacy 
correctly enrolled. : . 

. Mr. Harris, from: the Committee on Federal ‘Jurisdiction 
and Proper ty, reported an ordinance supplemental to an 
ordinance concerning the jurisdiction and property of the 
United States of America in the State. of Mississippi, passed 
on.the —— day of January; . .1861,. and recommended its 
passage. .- | 

“Which was received. and agreed to. 

On his motion, the ordinance was made the special order 
of the day for 3 o'clock to-morrow. . 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Chalmers, Deason, 
Ramsey, Myers and Tison, < 

On motion, the Convention. adjourned nue 3 Q clock » P. x. 


THREE o'crock. POM. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 7 

: Mr.. Brantley submitted an ordinance relative. to the 
$: disbursment of the Military Fund.” . .. 

Which on his motion; was made the special order Tor 8 
o'clock to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, the Convention then took. up 
the report of the Committee on Southern Confederacy. 

Mr. Glenn offered the following amendments, which were 
adopted, to-wit: `- 

- Amend the first section by insérting in third ine after d 
mee ti appoint” the word “immediately,” — 
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After the werd. election in second section, third Tine; 
insert the word “ immediately.” 

-Amend third section by inserting after the word election, 
in the 3d line, the word “ immediately. EP 

Add the following section : 

SEC. 4. That all laws providing for the election . " 
Senators and Representatives in the Congress of the United. 
States, are hereby annulled so far as they authorize the 
election of Senators or Representatives in the said Con- 
gress; butsuch laws shall continue in force so far as.to 
authorize and regulate the election of Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in the Congress of any new Confederacy. or 
Government of which this State. may become a member. - 

Mr. Ellett offered the following. amendment: . 

.Amend by striking out the first, second and third sections, 
and inserting in lieu thereof the following. 

Amend by striking out all after the x “ Resolved, ? in 
the first line, and insert the following, to-wit: 

That Jefferson Davis and Albert G. Br own, beand they 
are hereby appointed Senators to represent the State of 
Mississippi in the Senatorial branch of any Congress, or 
other legislative body, of any Confederacy or Government 
to bé formed between the State of Mississippi and other 
States, as contemplated by the action of this Covention; 
and that they hold their office until the end of the next 
regular or called session of the Legislature, when their suc- 
cessors shall be ehosen in the manner now provided by law 
for the election of Senators in the Congress of tlie United 
States; and should any vacancy occur in the meantime, the : 
Governor shall make an appointment to fill such vacancy. - 

Src. 2. That Reuben Davis, Lucius Q. C. Lamar, Wil- 
liam Barksdale, Otho R. Singleton and John J. McRae, be 
and they are hereby appointed: Representatives of the State 
of Mississippi, in the Representative branch of any Con- - 
gress, or other legislative body, of any Confederacy i or 
Government to be formed between the State of Mississippi 
and other States, as contemplated by the action of this 
Convention ; and that they hold their office until superseded 
by election to be held in the manner hereinafter: provided ; 
and if a vacancy shall happen, orif the State shall. be 
entitled to more than five Representatives, such vaeancy or . 
deficiency, shall be filled for the unexpired term, by aspecial 
election, to be ordered, conducted and returned in the 
E directed by law: for filling vacancies. in. eee p 
oineo, l tan 
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- Sud. 8. That an election shall be- held, at the time. of 
holding the next regular State election, for the number of 
Representatives to which this State may be entitled in the 
Congress of any new Confederacy or Government of which 
the State may become a member, to hold for such. term as 
the Constitution of such Confederacy may prescribe; if 
entitled to five Representatives, the election ‘shall he by 
Districts as now established by law ; butif the number of 
Representatives to which the State is entitled be increased 
above five, then one shall be chosen in each District as now 
organized, and the additional number shall be chosen by the 
electors of the State at large ; and if the number of Repre- 
sentatives be diminished, then the . whole number ~ shall be 
chosen by the electors of the State at large ; but the Legis- 
lature may in the meantime reorganize the said Districts, and 
increase or diminish the same if necessary, and the election 
Shall be held accordingly. d T | 

The yeas and nays being called for, the amendment was 
adopted by the following vote: - | E 


^ YEAS.—Mr. President, Barksdale, - Backstrom, Booth, 
Brooke, Benton, Berry, Bonds, Clayton of Marshall, Catch- 
"ing, Cummings, Clapp, O. Davis, Dease, Eckford, Edwards, 
Ellett, Fizer, George, Gholson, Gwin, Herring, Holt, Isom, 
Johnston of DeSoto, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, Lea, Lewers; 
Marshall, McGehee of Bolivar, McGehee of Panola, Miller 
. of Pontotoc, Miller of Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Parker, 
Pattison, Powell of Covington, Powell of Jones, Ramsey, 
Roberts, Rogers, Semmes, Smart, Stevens, Terral, Taylor, 
Vaughan, Walter, Welsh, Witty, Woods and Wright—55. 
Nays.—Messrs. Aldridge, Brantley, Beene, Blair, Bolling, 
Clayton of Lowndes, Douglas, Flournoy, Fontaine, Glenn, 
Gibson, Harris, King, Reynolds, Sanders, Sumner, Thomp- 
‘son dnd Woods—18. Pp e e 


On motion of Mr. Orr, the Ordinance as amended was 
ordered to be engrossed and made the special order for 7 
-o'elock this evening. ~~ IM j V 
^ Mr. Holt offered the following resolution : + | 

: Resolved, That all officers in the military service of the 
late United States who have or shalt hereafter resign their 
commissións in said service and shall enlist in the military 
service of the State of Mississippi shall, until in actual 
service, receive such: pay ‘as their rank entitles them to 
receive at the time of said resignation. EEG 
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- On motion of Mr. Flournoy, the resolution was laid on 
the table. 


-On motion of Mr. Clapp, the Postal Ordinance was taken 


. up. 


"Mr. Cla p offered the following amendment : 

Amend Sec. 1, by adding thereto as follows : 

And all laws passed : and regulations made by the authori- 
iy of the United States which are in conflict with such pos- 
tal arrangements as may be adopted by the Governor and 
officers of State aforesaid, in the contingency herein provided 
for, are hereby repealed and annulled. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Clayton of Marshall offered the following amend- 
ment : 

In Sec. 1, line 4, strike out the words, “and his council,” 
and insert the words the Secretary. of State, Auditor of 
Public Accounts, Treasuer and Attorney General. 

. And same amendment in Sec. 2, line 2. 

. Pending further action, the Ordinance and amendments 
were recommitted to the committee. 

Mr. Benton offered the following resolution: ~>. 

Resolved, That the Governor's Council be instructed to 
report an Ordinance providing for a. permanent Council of 
the State, of three in number, and defining the duties of 
said counsellors, and providing a reasonable compensation 
for their services, said counsellors to continue in office until 
a Southern Confederacy is established. 

- Mr. Fontaine offered the following amendment : 

Strike out that portion of resolution which refers to 

“eompensation” of counsellors. 

Which was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the 
resolution as amended and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Clayton of Marshall, offered the following resolution 
which was referred to the Committee ou Postal Affairs, to- 
wit: © 
Resolved, That an officer be appointed by this Convention 
to be called the Postmaster-General of the State of Missis- 
sippi, whose office and duties shall commence when the 
present postal system is abolished, with powers to' provide 
mail facilties for this State, and to that end, that he be 
invested with power to make contracts and raise the rate of 
postage to meet the wants and requirements of that service. 

Mr. Ellett offered the following. resolution, which. was 
adopted, to-wit : 
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Resolved by the People of Mississippi in Convéntion As- 
sembled, That the delegates to the General Convention of 
the seceding States, bé entitled to receive the same compen- 
sation and mileage now allowed by law to members' of the 
Legislature, the mileage to be computed by the estimated 
distance from the residence -of the delegate to the place of 
meeting of said Convention, by ‘the most direct route of 
travel; and the Auditor shall issue his warrant therefor, 
on the written statement by each delegate of the amount 
due him. | 

Mr. Yer ger offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Postal Affairs, to-wit : 

Resolved, That the: Committee on Postal Affairs be and 
they are hereby instructed to report an Ordinance for the 
issuance of Post office stamps and tlie rate of postage to be 
stamped on the envelopes so that all postal matter may be 
prepaid before its transportation or conveyance by mail ; 
provided that such Ordinance shall not go into effect nor be 
in force unless the present postal service be SIOpended or 
superseded by Congress. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until i D ‘lok to- 
morrow morning, 


SATURDAY, January 26TH, 1861. 


Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Journal of preceeding day read and approved. 

“Messrs. Dyer and Colbert asked and obtained leave of 
absence. 
--. Mr. Brooke from the Committee on Citizenship reported | 
An Ordinance to regulate the right of citizenship in 
Stato: of Mississippi, and recommended its passage. . D 

- The report-was received and agreed to. - Ys 

- On motion of Mé. Brooke, the rule was suspended, the 
Ordinance. read a second time and passed; | 

Ordered that the title stand ás stated, UC 

. Mr, Fontaine moved that the ventana go his secret 
session. >. 

Which was adopted. | B 

The injunction of secresy was removed from the following 
proceedings had in seerét session. 
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Mr. Holt offered the following resolution: — . -> 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention it is not 
the purpose or policy of the people of the State of Mississip: 
pi to r-eopen the African slave trade. 

Mr. Miller of Pontotoc moved to lay the resolution ón 
the table—the yeas and nays being demanded, the motion to 
lay on the table was lost by the following vote :: p 


Yzas.—Messrs. Barksdale,. Backstrom, Brantley Beene, 
Bullard, Catching, Cummings, Clapp, Dease, Douglas, Eck- 
ford, Ellett, Fontaine, George, Gholson, Gwin, King, 
McGehee, Miller of Pontotoc, Miller of Tunica, Neely, Pat- 
tison, Semmes, Terral, Witty, Woods—26. > 

- NAYS.—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Anderson, Ald- 
ridge, Baldwin, Booth, Brooke, Benton, Berry, Bonds, 
Bolling, Clayton of Marshall, Clayton of Lowndes, O. 
Davis, Edwards, Fizer, Flournoy, Glenn, Gibson, Harris, 
Holt, Hurst, Isom, Johnston of DeSoto, Keirn, Keith, 
Kennedy, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, Marshall, Nelson, Orr, Par- 
ker, Powell of Covington, Roberts, Rogers, Reynolds, 
Sanders, Smart, Sumner, Stevens, Taylor, Thornton, Thomp- 
son, Walter, Welsh, Wright, Yerger, Young—50. 2d 


The previous question being moved and sustained, 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the reso- - 

ie and decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays as 
ollows : | 


Yzas.—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Anderson, Ald- 
ridge, Baldwin, Booth, Brooke, Benton, Berry, Bonds, 
Bolling, Clayton of Marshall, Clayton, of Lowndes, Catch- 
ing, Clapp, O. Davis, Dyer, Douglas, Eckford, Edwards, 
Ellett, Fizer, Flournoy, Fontaine, Glenn, Gibson, Gholson, 
Gwin, Harris, Herring, Holt, Hurst, Isom, Johnston of 
DeSoto, Keirn, Keith, Kennedy, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, 
Marshall, McGehee of Bolivar, MeGehee of Panola, Miller 
of Tunica, Nelson, Orr, Parker, Pattison, Powell of Coving- 
ton, Roberts, Rogers, Reynolds, Sanders, Semmes, Smart, 
Sumner, Stevens, Taylor, Thornton, Thompson, Vaughan, 
Walter, Welsh, Wright, Yerger, Young—66. _ : 

Nays.—Messrs. Barksdale, Backstrom, Brantly, Beene, 
Bullard, Cummings, Dease, George, King, Miller of Ponto- 
toc, Neely, Witty, Woods—19. e SU 


The doors of the Convention being opened, My, Glenn 
offered the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That when this Convention adjourns, that it 
do so subject to be reassembled upon the call of the Presi- 
dent of the. same whenever in his judgment the public 
necessities may require it, and in case of the death or resig- 
nation of that officer, then upon the call of a majority of a 
Committee of. three now to be named by the President, and 
unléss reassembled on or before the 1st Monday in Juné, A. 

2 1861, then and in that case, it shall stand DE sine 


Mr. Yerger offered the following amendment * 

Amend py striking out all in the resolution after the d 
"adjourns' ' and inserting “that it adjourns sine die not sub- 
ject to be reassemble by the order of the President thereof 
or the. Governor of this State. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn the amendment was laid on- the. 
table, upon a call of the yeas and nays as follows: — 


Yeas.—Mr. Pr esident, Messrs.. Alcorn, Anderson, Barks- 
^ dale, Booth, Brantley, Brooke, Blair, Berry, Catching, Clapp, 
O. Davis, Dease, Douglas, Eckford, Fizer, George, Glenn, 
Gibson, Gwin, Harris, Herring, Keirn, Keith, King, Lea, 
Lamar, McGehee of Bolivar, McGehee of Panola, Miller of 
Pontotoc, Miller of Tunica, Neely, Nelson, Orr, Powell of 
Covington, Roberts, Sanders, Semmes, Smart, Sumner; Ter- 
ral, Taylor, Thompson, Vaughan, Walter, Welsh, Witty, 
Woods, Wright—50. > 

Nays.—Messrs. Aldr idge, Baldwin, Backstrom, Beene, 
Bonds, Bolling, Bullard, Clayton of Lowndes, Cummings, 
Flournoy, Fontaine, Gholson, Holt, Isom, Kennedy, Lewers, 
Marshall, Parker, Pattison, “Rogers, Paes me 
Thronton, Yerger, Young—25.. 


Mr. Miller of Pontotoc offered the loving amendment, 
which was adopted. 
^ Strike out “İst Monday i in June,” and insert “Ist Monday 
in October.” 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the 
resolution as amended, and decided in the affirmative. | 

The President appointed as sáid committee, raised under 
the resolution of Mr. Glenn 

Messrs. P. S. Catching, A. P. Hill and W. P. Anderson. 

. Mr. Ellett offered the follywing resolution: - 

`: Resolved by the people of the State of. Mississippi in Con- 
. vention assembled, That the reconstruction of the Union of 
the United States of America is impracticable and undesira- 


80 
ble, and that hereafter Mississippi ought to confederate only 
with States having similar domestic institutions to her own. 
Mr. Berry moved to lay the resolution on the table. ^ | ~ 
The: yeas and nays being called for. the resolution was 
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tabled by the following vote : 


YrEas.—Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, «Baldwin, 
Brantley, Brooke, Beéne, Blair, Berry, Bonds, Bolling, Bul- 
lard, Clayton of Lowndes, Cummings, O. Davis, Douglas, 
Fizer, Flornoy, Herring, Isom, Johnston of DeSoto, Keith, 
Kennedy, King, Lea, Lamar, Lewers, Marshall, McGehee, 
of Bolivar, Parker, Powell of Covington, Reynolds, Sanders, 
Sumner, Stevens, Terral, Taylor, Thornton, Thompson, 
Vaughan, Walter, Witty, Wright, Yerger and Young.—44. 

NAYES.—Messrs. Aleorn, Aldridge, Barksdale, Backstrom, 
Catching, Clapp, Dease, Eckford, Ellett, Fontaine, George, 
Glenn, Gibson, Gholson, Gwin, Harris, Keirn, Lewis, Me- 
Gehee of Panola, Miller of Pontotoc, Miller of Tunica, 
Neely, Nelson; Orr, Pattison, Roberts, Rogers, Semmes; 
Smart, Welsh and Woods.—32. ' a 


On motion of Mr. Brantley, the Convention took up the 
ordinance entitled “ An Ordinance to provide for surveys 
and fortifications of military sites within the State of Mis- 
sippi.” : 
Mr. Brantley moved to amend by striking out the words - 
“ Governor and Council" where they occur, and substitute 
therefor the word “ Legislature," > deo gd 

Which amendment was adopted. _ A s 

On motion of Mr. Brantley, the rule was suspended, the 
ordinance read a second time and passed as amended, ` . 

Ordered, That the title stand as stated. ` 

Mr. Walter moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
Convention fixed the hour of 2 P. M. for adjournment. 

Which was carried. A 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the Convention took up the 
ordinance entitled “ An Ordinance supplemental to an ordi- 
nance concerning the jurisdiction and property of the United. 
States of America in the State of Mississippi.” - 

Mr. Clayton of Lowndes, offered the following. amend-. 
ment : $ PL 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall impair the 
right of any person having title to pre-emption, according 
to the laws of the United States, in force on the 9th day of 
January, 1861, | JE HR" 

Which was adopted. 
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On motion.of Mr. Harris, the rule was eateries Lo 
ordinance read a second time and passed, as amended... 

Ordered, That the title stand as stated. . 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the Convention. “took up the 
ordinance entitled “An Or dinance. to raise means for the 
detense of the State.” . 

Mr. Anderson offered the following amendment by way 
additional section, which was adopted, to-wit: 

Sro. — That the tax now imposed by the present revenue 
law on money loaned at interest be so amended or construed 
as to include all money used or that may have been used or 
employed by being loaned at interest or in the purehase of - 
notes, bills of exchange, bonds of other securities during the 
past fiscal year, and the parties so interrogated shall answer 
under oath, to be administered .by the Tax Collector, and 
all money so used or employed, not heretofore assessed as 
money loaned at interest, shall be taxed three tenths of one 
per cent. 

On motion of Mr. Wri ight, the aul was suspended, the 
ordinance read a'second time and passed as amended. 

Mr. Clapp, from the Committee on Postal Affairs, repor ted 
an ordinanee for postal! arrangements in, isl and 
recommended its passage. | 

- Which was received and agreed to. 

Mr.. Clapp moved to amend by filling the blank in the 
first section of the or dinance with the words twenty ‘live 
hundred. 

Mr. Wright ‘peed to amend by. filling the blank with the 
words “ten thousand.” | 

The question was first taken on “the adoption of Mr. 
Wright's amendment, and decided in the negative. 

The: amendment of Mr. Clapp was then adopted. ' 

Mr. Clapp moved to fill the blank in the pocong section 
with the word “ quintuple.” 

Which was adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Clapp, the TE in the third section 
was filled witli the words * one hundred thousand dollars." 

The ordinance as amended was then passed. 

Ordered, That the title stand as stated. — . 

On motion of Mr. Miller of Pontotoc, the Conyention 
took up the report of the Committee on State Constitution. 

Mr. Miller, of Pontotoc, pou io amend by way of 
additional section. T" : 

-Whiehb was adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Miller of Pontotoc, tho rule was BUS: 
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pended, the ordinance read a second time and passed as 
amended. vn 

Ordered. That the title be as follows: ana 

* An ordinance to amend the Constitution of the State of 
Mississippi in certain partieulars." i 

Mr. Miller of Pontotoc, made the following report, which 
on his motion was received and agreed to, to-wit : 


MR. PRESIDENT: | 

The Committee on the State Constitution have had under 
consideration an ordinance to amend the Constitution of the 
. State in relation to the powers of the Legislature, and have 
instructed me to report the same to the Convention and to 
recommend its adoption. 

Mr. Anderson moved to lay the ordinance on the table, 

Which motion prevailed by yeas and nays as follows : 


YEas.—Mr. President, Messrs. Anderson, Baldwin, Back- 
strom, Booth, Brantley, Berry, Bolling, Clayton of Marshall, | 
` Catching, Clapp, O.- Davis, Dease, Douglas, Eckford, Ellett, 
Edwards, Fizer, Flournoy, Fontaine, George, Glenn, Gholson, 
Gwin, Harris, Isom, Johnston of DeSoto, Keith, Kennedy, 
Lea, Lewers, Marshall, McGehee of Panola, Miller of Tunica, 
Neely, Orr, Parker, Pattison, Powell of Covington, Powell 
of Jones, Reynolds, Sanders, Semmes, Sumner, Stevens, 
Terral, Taylor, Thompson and Welsh.—49.. 

Navs.—Messrs. Aldridge, Barksdale, Brooke, Bonds, 
Bullard, Clayton of Lowndes, Gibson, Herring, Holt, Keirn, 
Lewis, Miller of Pontotoe, Nelson, Roberts, 'lhornton, 
Walter and Yerger.—17. 3 


Mr. Walter offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : MEE 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Convention forward 
to each member of the Convention two copies of the ordi- 
- nance in reference to revenue, heretofore ordered to be 
printed, when the same is printed, and that said Secretary 
have printed immediately three hundred additional copies of 
said ordinance, and that as soon as the same are printed, 
that he forward two copies of the same to the ' Sheriff and 
Assessor of Taxes of: each county in this State. 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, - > oan 

Resolved, That the Address herewith setting forth the 
declaration of the immediate causes which induce and justify 
the secession of Mississippi from the Federal Union and the 
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d anie of Secession be referred to a special committes of 
Ye 

The President appointed as said committee, —— 

Messrs. A. M. Clayton, W. P. Anderson, D. C. Glenn, L. 
Q. C. Lamar and J. L. Aleorn. 

ed Barksdale submttted a resolution with the following 
title: — 

Resolutions to provide for Aia the Or dinances and 
Journal of the Convention. 

Mr. Fontane moved.to amend by striking out the word 
“ Resolutions” and substitute the words. ‘ “An Ordinance." 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Rogers offered a Substitute for the ordinance, which 

On motion of Mr. George, was laid on the table. . 

On motion of Mr. Barksdale, the rule was suspended, the 
ordinance read a second time and passed as amended. 

On motion of Mr. O. Davis, - 

Resolved, That Mr. J. L. Power. be ‘allowed the sum of 
four dollars per day, during the session of this Convention, 
for the reports of its proceedings which have appeared in 
the Daily Mississippian. 

.Mr. Miller of. Pontotoc, submitted the following SEED 


Mr. PRESIDENT è 

The Committee on the State Constitution to which was 
referred “ An ordinance in reference to the power of the 
Legislature of the State of Mississippi,” proposing to.confer 
upon the Legislature power to alter or abolish ordinances of 
this Convention, with certain exceptions, have had the same 
under consideration and have instructed me to report the 
same back tox the Covention with the recommendation that 
it be not adopted, «e. 

On motion of Mr. Miller of Pontotoc, the report was 
received and agreed to. 

On motion of. Mr. Glenn, the Convention T up the 
resólutions to provide for the representation of the State of 
Mississippi in the Congress of a Southern Confederacy. 

On motion of Mr. Glenn, the rule was suspended, the 
resolutions read a second time and adopted. 

Mr. Marshall offered the following resolutions, and moved 
their adoption, to-wit : 

Resolved, That the proposition of the Mayor and Council 
of the City of Wicksburg for the erection of ane Arsenal 
near that city, be and the same is hereby recommended to 
the favorable consideration of the Military Board; and if 
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they deem it expedient to establish an Arsenal at that place, 
they are hercby authorized to take such steps for the recom- 
plishment of that end as they think necessary. Should the 
Board determine to erect said building and the cost exceed 
the amount proposed to be given by the City of Vicksburg 
and county of Warren, such excess shall be paid by the 
Treasur er, on the warrant of the Auditor of Public Acéounts, 
owt of the Militar y Fund, on demand of the Governor. 

Resolved, That the Convention recommend the City 
Hospital at Vicksburg to the favorable consideration.of the 
Legislature, and sug gest the propriety of making a suitable 
appropriation in aid thereof. 

A division of the question being called: for, the question 
was taken on the adoption of the first resolution and decided 
in the negative. - 

The question was then taken on the. adoption of the 
second resolution. aud decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. George submitted the following protest and asked 
and obtained leave to have the same spr read upon the Journal 
of the Convention 

The undersigned respectfully ask leave of this Convention 
to enter on the Journal of the Convention the following 
protest against the resolution passed by this hody on the 
subject of the African slave trade: . 

The undersigned respectfully protest against said resolu- 
tion for the following reasons : 

ist. The resolution undertakes to declare the poliey, and 
purpose of the people of this State in relation to a matter 
which, so far as the undersigned know, was not made the 
subject of discussion or debate in the canvass for the election 
of delegates to this Convention; and hence the people of 

nis State, in said election, have not declared, or authorized 
this body to declare any policy or purpose on that subject. 
2d. The poliey of the people of this State on that subject 
has been R ed by the Legislature—the only department 
of the government which has authority to do so. This 
policy is declared to be against the African slave trade (see 
Revised Code, p. 241, Art. 99. ) This Convention has no 
authority to revise that policy. The right to declare a 
policy on this subject includes necessarily the right to declare 
a new policy, different from the policy declared by the Legis- 
lature; since, if this Convention can declare a policy on 
this subject, it can declare. just such plicy as it deems 
‘proper. “To revise the policy. declared’ by the Legislature 
"would be manifestly beyond the a of this. body. . 
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:Bd. The Legislature having declared à polity on this 
subject, which is in exact conformity to the resolution passed 
by this Convention, the action of: this body was and is 
entirely unnecessar ily, unless it was intended to declare a 
part of the fündamental law—a pblicy-for the people of this 
State which shall be irrevocable by the Legislature. . If such 
was the design, then the undersigned respectfully submit 
- that the said resolution is a usurpation of the just powers of 
the Legislature, and a negation to that body of the right to 
exercise a plain constitutional function which has been dele- 
gated to them by the people. 

The undersigned, for these and other reasons which haye 
no reference to their individual views on the subject matter 
of the said resolution, protest against the same, and respect- 
fully ask that this their said Protest ma ty he spread on the 
Journals of thia body. JZ, GEORGE, 

| R. O. BEENE, - 

W.R. BARKSDALE, 
W. F. BRANTLEY, 
- WILLIAM H. WITTY, 
| THOMAS H. WOODS. 
i O. Y. NEELY, 
i . | HUGH R. MILLER, 
| co. J. A. BLAIR, oeo oi 
s e A. B. BULLARD,” 
‘ | S. H. TERRAL, 
` . 0. C. DEASE. 
On motion, the Oran adjourned until 3 o'clock P. x. 


THREE O'CLOCK ds M, 


|. The buch indue pur pius to adjournment. 

On motion, of Mr. Clayton of Lowndes, ` 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to pr epare an 
Address in relation: to the importance of producing in the 
State provisions sufficient for.its wants, and to urge upon the 
planting interest. reference to this subject i in planting the 
crop of the present year, be authorized to prepare. «aid 
Address. after the adjournment of the Convention, and to 
furnisli the same to the papers for publication. 

On motion of Mr. Welsh. .it was unanimously resolved as 
follows, to-wit: . 

WHEREAS, The Mobile and Ohio: Railroad C opany has 
generously offered the free use of their cars and-road to the 
Governor of this State, for the transportation of pu and 
ihe munitions of war ; es be it . 
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Resolved, That this Convention do express their high 
appreciation of this act of patriotic liberality on the part of 
said Railroad Company, and hereby tender to the Direetors 
and General Superintendent of said Company the thanks of 
the people of this State. | 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, the Convention took a recess 
for one hour. | 

The recess having expired the Convention resumed its. 
gession. TEES 
.. Mr. Clayton of Marshall, from the committee to whom 
was referred the subject of preparing an address, setting 
forth the causes which induce and justify the secession of 
Mississippi from the Federal Union, submitted the following 
report : 


4 DECLARATION OF THE IMMEDIATE CAU- 
SES WHICH INDUCE AND JUSTIFY THE SE- 
CESSION OF THE STATE OF .MISSISSIPPI . 
FROM THE FEDERAL UNION. 


In the momentous step which our State has taken of dis- 
solving its connection with the government of which we so 
long formed a part, it is but just that we should declare the 
prominent reasons which have induced our course. - : 

Our position is thoroughly identifed with the institution 
of slavery—the greatest material interest of the world. Its 
labor supplies the product which constitutes by far the larg- 
est and most important portions of the commerce of the 
earth. These products are peculiar to the climate verging 
on the tropical regions, and by an imperious law of nature, 
none but the black race can bear exposure to the tropical 
sun. These products have become necessities of the world, 
and a blow at slavery is a blow at commerce and. civiliza- 
tion. That blow has been long aimed at the institution, 
and was at the point of reaching its consummation. There 
was no choice left us but submission to the mandates of abo- 
lition, or a dissolution of the Union, whose principles had 
been subverted to work out our ruin. ^ .  - | 

That we do not overstate the dangers to our institution; a 
reference to a few unquestionable? facts will sufficiently 

prove. | uU E 

The hostility to this institution commenced before the 
adoption of the Constitution, and was manifested in the 
well-known Ordinance of 1787, in regard to the North- 
western Territory. ME , 


eT. 


-The feeling increased, until, in 1819-20, it deprived the 
South of more than half the vast territory acquired from 
France. = .- | zu | 

The same hostility dismembered Texas and seized upon 
all the territory acquired from Mexico. . i 

It has grown until it denies the right of property in 
slaves, and refuses protection to that right on the high seas, 
in the Territories, and wherever the government of the 
United States had jurisdiction. Me 

It refuses the admission of new slave States into the 
Union, arid seeks to extinguish it by confining it within its 
present limits, denying the power of expansion. 

It tramples the original equality of the South under foot. 

It has nullified the Fugitive Slave Law in almost every 
free State in the Union, and has utterly broken tle compact 
which our fathers pledged their faith to maintain. 

It advocates negro equality, socially and politically, and 
promotes insurrection and incendiarism in our midst. . 

It has enlisted its press, its pulpit and its schools against 
us, until the whole popular. mind of the North is excited and 
inflamed with prejudice. ' | | 

It has made combinations and formed assoeiations to carry 
out its schemes of emancipation in the States and wherever 
else slavery exists. MED 

It Seeks not to elevate or to support the slave, but to des- 
` troy his present condition without providing a better. ^. 

It has invaded a State, and invested with the honors of 
martyrdom the wretch whose purpose was to apply flames 
E our dwellings, and the weapons of destruetion to owr 


ves. | 
It has broken every compact into which it has entered for 
our security. - MN. 

‘It has given indubitable evidence of its design to ruin 
our agriculture, to prostrate our industrial pursuits and te 
destroy our social system. A 

It knows no relenting or hesitation in its purposes ; it 
stops not in its march of aggression, and leaves us no room 
to hope for cessation or for pause. ` 

It has recently obtained control of the Government, by 
the- prosecution of its unhallowed schemes, and destroyed 
the last expectation of living together in friendship and 
brotherhood. | | 

Utter subjugation awaits us in the Union, if we should 
consent longer to remain in it. It is not a matter of choice, 
but of necessity, We must either submit to degradation, 
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and to the loss of property worth four billions of money, or 
we must secede from the Union framed by our fathers, to 
secure this as well as everyother species of property, For 
far less cause than- this. our fathers separated from’ the 
Crown of England. 

Our decision is made. We follow in their footsteps. We 
embrace the alternative of separation ; and for the reasons 
here stated, we resolve to maintain our rights with the full 
consciousness of the justice of our course, and the undoubt- 
ing belief of our ability to maintain it. 

On, motion of Mr, Claytou of Marshall, the report : Was 
received and agreed to. 

The address was then adopted. 

-Mr. Harris, from the special committee of the (Governor! S 
Council, réropled an ordinance entitled "an ordinance pro- 
viding a pe "manent council of three for the G rovernor of 
this State.” and recommended its adoption. 

Whi was received ¢ and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the ordinance was considered 
as engrossed and the ordinance adopted. 

Mr. Harris moved that the Convention proceed to the 
election provided for under said ordinance by ballot, and 
presented the names of Messrs. W. P. Anderson, Madison 
McAfee and T. C. Tupper s said council. 

On motion of Mr. Flournoy, the election by ballott was 
dispensed with, and the above named ventlemen were elected 
by aec lamation. 

Mr. Anderson reported au ordinanee wi ith the following 
title : : 

An Ordinance to appropriate money to pay the current 
expenses of the Convention not provided for by law. . 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, the rule was suspended, and 
the ordinance being put upon its final passage was adopted. 

. On motion of Mr. Anderson, 

| Resolved. That twenty-five hundred copies. of the declara; 
tion and ad:lress of the immediate causes of the secession of 
Missi sippi from the Federal Union, together with the ordi- 
nance of secession with the names of the members who 
signed it, be printed in pamphlet form and DIEI to the 
members of this Convention. 

On motion of Mr. George, 

Resolved, That Wiley P. Han ris and Warren P. Ander- 
son, be aud they are hereby appointed Auditors, with au- 
thority to audié.and allow accounts for such incidental 
expenses as may ‘have heen ineurred by the officers of the’ 
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Convention ; and’ that the. Auditor of Public, Accounts be 
directed to issue his warrant i in favór of the person to whom 
such accounts may be due, upon the certificate of. gaid Audi 
tors. | T 

On noon of Mr. Benton, . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Cae be vdd 
fve days after the adjournment of the Convention to com- 
plete’ the dúties assigned him, and that he be'allowed the 
compensation’ fixed by law, to be paid out of any money- in 
the Treasury not othérwise appropriated on the warrant of 
ie Auditor of Public Accounts ; on the Treasurer of the 
State. - 

On motion of Mr. Ste phens, 

Resolved, That the aks of this Convention: are- Bae 
dnd are. hereby. tendered to the Hon. W. S. Barry, for the 
dignified and impartial manner in which he has discharged 
the duties of President thereof. 

-On motion of Mr. Miller of Pontotoe, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to wait 
on His Excellency, the Governor of the State, and to inform 
him: that this Convention is about to adjourn, and to inquire 
‘whether he desires to make any further communication to, it 
in. connexion with the public interest. | 

Phe President appointed as said committee, Messia. H. R 
Miller, O. Davis and Eckford. — 

‘On motion of Mr. Dyer, | 
. ‘Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in the 
Congress of the ‘Southern Confederacy, when it shall be 
formed, be, and they are hereby requested to use their influ- 
ence to have established, in the South, a Military Academy 
similar to that of the United States at West Point, and 
that the Cadets from the seceding States, now or recently at 
West Point, upon application, be transferred to said Acade- 
my, and that others be received therein from time to time, 
in accordance with the: provisions of the act of Congre ess 
establishing it. 

Be tt further resolved, That the, Secr etary of this oii 
vention furnish said Senators and. oe with a 
copy of these resolutions. . ; 

Mr. Clapp submitted the following report : 


Ma, PRESIDENT: : 

The special committee eii to prepare a suitable 
Flag and Coat of Arms for the State, report that they have 
had the subject under consideration, and. they recommend, 
for suitable Flag thé following : : 


& 
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A Flag of white ground, a Magnolia tree in the .centre, 
a blue field in the upper left hand corner with a white star 
in the centre, the Flag to be finished with 2 red border and 
a red fringe at the extremity of the Flag. | 

: For a coat of arms, the committee recommend the one 
accompanying the communication of the Governor to the 
President of this Convention which was referred to the 
committee, and is returned along with this report, except 
that the committee recommend that the recumbent figure 
designed to represent "the father of waters" be omitted, and 
2 cannon ànd plough appropriately engraved be substituted. 

On motion of Mr. Clapp, the report was received and 
agreed to. 

Mr. Miller, from the committee to wait on the Governor, 
reported that His Excellency had no further communication 
to make in connection with the public interest. - | 

Mr. Gholson moved that the Convention adjourn. 

Before the President put the motion, he said, in substance: . 

Gentlemen of the Convention: It becomes my duty to de- 
clare this body adjourned until the public necessities require 
its assembling again. "The action of this Convention is of 
vast importance. Its record is a part, for good or evil, of 
the history of the country. In obedience to the will of the 

ople, you have accomplished the work of destruction ; 

ut the courage, the thought, the wisdom, necessary to des- 
troy are not always equal to the task of re-building. More 
is required in the future than has been in the past. May 
we realize the hope of being transferred to a government 
more satisfactory, more stable, more just. What lies before 
us will test the heroism, the higher, the nobler qualities of 
our race, inherited from revolutionary sires. I would be 
very unjust to my own feelings did I not express my ‘sense 
of gratitude for the manner in which I have been sustained 
in all the duties of my office. Your deportment has ren- 
dered my labors light. I wish you all the certainty of a 
cordial welcome and approval of your conduct, when you 
return to your constituents, and, what is better than public 
approbation, the consciousness of having discharged ‘your 
duty ; and I take pleasure in testifying to the patience and . 
industry with which you have devoted yourselves to the 
public service. Renewing my thanks for your uniform 
courtesy to myself, I now declare the present session of this 


Convention adjourned. ce 
F. A. POPE, Secretary.” 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THK 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 


i Bd ÉP— 


|] 


$ V. Executive Department; militie. 

VI. Impeachments. D % 
VII. General provisions; slaves. 
Amending Constitution; schedule. 


ARTICLE I. Declaration of rights. . 
' IL. Distribution of Powers. 

III. Legislative Department. 

IV; Judicial Department. 


- ™ 


fie Sn 70 


ARTILE 1. 
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 


THAT the general, great and essential principles of 
- liberty and free government may be recognized 


and established, WE DECLARE:  . 

Section 1. That all freemen, when they forma |.- - 
social compact, are equal in rights; and that no pay 
men, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive, sepa- pa] rights. 
rate public emoluments or privileges from the com- 
“munity, but in consideration of public services. 

Sec, 2. That all political power is inherent in 

the people, and all free-governments aré founded on 
their authority and established for their benefit; 
and, therefore, they have, at all times, an inalien- 
able and indefeasible right to alter or abolish their 
form of government iy such manner as they mar- 
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REC. 9. The exercise and enjoyment of religious 


y 
Religious profession and worship, without discrimination, shall 


worship. 


forever be free to all persons in this State: Pro- : 
vided, That the right hereby declared and established 
shall not-be so construed as to excuse the acts of 
licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with 
the peace and safety of the State. 

Sec. i. No preference shall ever be given by 
law to any religious sect or mode of worship. 

dec. 9. That no person shall be molested for his 


: Opinions on any subject whatever, nor suffer. any 


Freedom 
of speech. 


civil or political incapacity. or acquire any civil or. 
political advantage in couxequence of such opinions, 
except in cases provided for in this constitution. 

SEC. 6. Every citizen may freely speak, write 
and publish ris sentiments on all subjects, being 
responsil ibile for the abuse of that liberity. 

Sec. T. No law shall ever be passed to curtail 
or restrain the liberty of speech or of. the press. 

Sec. 8. In all prosecutions or indictments for 
libel, the truth may be given in evidence ; and if it 


Truth to shall : appear to the jury that the matter charged as 
be given in libelous is true, and was published with good motives 


evidence 


in all pro- 


Secutions 
for libel. 


: The ac- 
cused, 


and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted; 
and the jury shall have the right to determine the 
law and the facts. 

SEC. 9. That the people shall be secure in their 
persons. houses, papers and possessions, from unrea- 
sonable seizures and searches; and that no warrant 
to searcn any place, or to seize any person or thing, 
shall issue without describing. the plaee io be 
searched, and the person or thing to, be seized, as 

nears as may be, nor without probable cause, sup- 

orted by oath or affirmation. 
Sec. 10. That in all criminal. prosecutions, the 
aconse d hath a right to be heard by himself, or 
counsel, or both ; to demand the ature and cause 


how heard of the accusation ; to be confronted by the witnesses 
and "uu against him.; to have a compulsory process for ob- 


victe 


taining witnésses in his favor ; and, m all prosecu- 
tions, by iüidictment or information, a speedy and 
public trial by an impartial jury of the country 
where the offence was committed; that he cannot 
bs eompelled to give E E. ain e himself j aor 
sia ha ye deprived of kis 1188 property 
pub By Bug abuses of lew, 
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-SEQ. 11: No pers son shall be accused, arrested 

or detained, except in cases ascertained by law,and: 
aecording to the form which the same has. pre- 

seribed:; and no person shall be punished but.in -` 

. virtue of a law established and a pus 

to the offence, and legally applied, : 

Sec. 19. That no person shall, for an tubis. Proceed- 
ble: offence, be proceeded against eriminally by ai dictable 
information, except in eases arising in the land. or offences, 
naval forces; or in the militis, w hen in aetual ser- 
vico, or bv leave of ne court, for misdemeanor in 
office: E 
SEC. 18. No person shall, for the same offence. 
be. twice puti in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor shall . 
any person's property. be taken or applied to publie 
use without the eonsent of the Legislature, and 
without just compensation being first mado therefor. 

‘Sud. 14. . That ail courts shall open, and everv 
person, for an'injury done him in his lands, goods, + 
person :or reputation, shall have remedy "br due 
course of law, and right and justice administered. 
without sale, denial or “delay. | 

SEC. 15. That no power of suspending laws 
shall be exercised except by the ‘Leg islature or itg 
authority. | 

Sec. 16. T hat exce salve bail shall not. be. re- > Excessive 
quired, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel ps bail. - 
ishments’ ‘inflicted. 2 

Src. 17. That all prisoners shill, beter con- .- Bailable 


viction, be bailable by sufficient securities. except offences, 
for. capital offences, whera the pr f is evident, habeas 
pitar oten eg, “wnef'a ue proo 15 evident, or corpus, &c 


the -presumption great; and the privilege of the 
writ of habeas "corpus shall not be suspended, un- 
less, When ‘in a. case ef rebellion: or invasion, he" 
publié safety may require it. <c.: 

SEC. 18. That the person of a ` dabtor, when When 
theres not strong -presumption of fraud. shall no£ debtor not 
be detained in prison after delivering up his-estate to, be im- 
for-the benefit of his creditors, in such a mann era as P isoned. 
shall be prescribed by law. | 

Sec, 19. No conviction for any offence “shall 
work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate ; 
the Legislature ique pass no bill of attainder, ex 
posi facto law, nor law for i impairing the obligation 
of Goat: k 


uu 
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SEC. 20. No property qualification for eligibil- 
ity to office, or for the right of suffrage, shall | 
ever be required by law in this State. 

The es- SEO. 21. That the estates of suicides shall de- 
tates Ofscend or vest as in cases of natural death y and if . 
suicides. ¿ny person shall be killed by casualty, there shall 
.- . sx be no forfeiture by reason thereof. | 
The right SEC. 22. That the citizens have a right, in a 
of petition peaceable manner, to assemble together for their 
common good ; and to apply to those invested with 
the powers of government for.redress of grievan- 
ces, or other purposes, by petition, address or re- 
monstrance. 
Bight to SEC. 23. Every citizen has a right.to bear arms 
bear arms, 11 defence of himself and of the State. 

SEC. 24. No standing army shall be kept up 

No stand- without the consent of the Legislature; and the 
ing army, military shall, in all cases and at all times, be in 
except, &¢ strict subordination to the civil power. 

SEC. 25. That no soldier shall, in time of peace, 
be quartered in any house without the consent of 
the owner, or in time of war, but in the.manner to 
be prescribed by law. 

SEC. 26. That no hereditary emoluments, privi- 
leges or honors shall ever be granted or conferred 

.. in this State. 
Emigra. PEC. 27. Emigration from this State shall not 
tion, &e. be prohibited, nor shall any free white citizen of 
this State ever be exiled under any pretence. what- 

^ ^. ever. e 

Trial by Seo. 28. The right of trial by jury shall re- 
jury. | main inviolate. EN | 
- SEC. 29. No person shall be debarred from pto- 
Prosecu- secuting or defending any civil cause for or against 
suite him or herself, before any tribunal of this Staté, by 

' him or herself or counsel, or both... 
Tenure of SEzC..30: No person shall ever be appointed or 
office. ^ elected to any office in this. State for life or during 
- good behavior ; but the tenure of all offices: shall 
be for some limited period of time, if the person ap- 
pointed or elected thereto shall so long behave 

- weil, e _ 
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To guard against transgressions of the high 
powers herein delegated, WE DECLARE that every- 
thing in this articleis excepted out of the general 

owers. of government, and shall forever remain 
inviolate : and that all laws contrary thereto, or to 
the following provisions, shall be void : 


ARTICLE II. + 
"DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 


SEC. l. The powers of the government of the Distribu- 
State of Mississippi shall be divided into three dis- tion of 
tinct departments, and each of them confided to a Powers. 
separate body of magistracy, to-wit: those which 
are legislative to one, those which are judicial to 
another, and those which are executive to another. 

SEC. 2. No person, or collection of persons, be- 
ing of one of those departments, shall exercise any 
power properly belonging to either of the others, 
except in the instances hereinafter expressly direc- 
ted or permitted. | 


ARTICLE III. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
‘Sec. 1. Every free white male person of the Qualified 

age of. twenty-one years or upwards, who shall be electors. 

a citizen of, and shall have resided in this State one 

year next preceeding an election, and the last four 

months within the county, city or town, in which 

he offers to vote, shall be-deemed a qualified elec- - 

tor; and any such qualified élector, who may 

happen to be in any county, city or town, other 

than that ofhis residence, at the time of an election, 

or who shall have renioved to any county, city or 

town within four months preceeding the election, 

from any county, city or town, in which hé would 

have been a qualified elector had he not:so removed 

may vote for any State or district officer, for whom : 

he could have voted in the.county of his residénee, 

or the county, city or town from which he may . 

have só removed. s DER 


i 
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Electors. Suc. 2. Electors shall, in all cases except in those 
of treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privi- 
ieged from arrest during their attendance on elec- 

t. tions, and going and returning from the same. 
Sec. 3. The first elections shall be. by ballot, 
and all future elections hy the people shall be regu- 
lated by law. EM 
SEO. £. The legislative powers of this State shall 
be vested in two distinct branches : the one to be 
styled “the “Senate,” the other, “the House of Rep- 
resentatives,” and both together “the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi ;" and the style of their 
, laws shall be, “Be a enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi” 
.. "REC. 5. Tho members of the House of Repre- 
` sentatives shall be chosen by the qualified electors, 
and shail serve for the term of two years, from the 
day of the commencement of the’ general election, 
and no longer. | 
SEC. 6. The representatives shall be chosen 
every two years, on the first Monday and day fol- 
lowing in November. | us 
Sec. T. No person shall be a representative un- 
less he be a citizen, and shall have been an inhabi- 
tant of this State two years next preceeding his 
election, and the last year thereof a resident of the 
county, city or town for Which he shall be chosen, 
and shall have attained the age of twenty-one years.. 
Elections, SEC. & Elections for representatives for the 
where several counties shall be held at the places of hold- 
held, ing their respective courts, or in the several election 
districts into which the county may be divided ; 
Wh Provided, that when it shall appear to the legisla- 
» wer ture that ity or town has a number of free 
és city or WWS that any city Or to 4.1 9 
town enti- White inhabitants equal to the ratio then fixed, such 
tled to sep- city or town shall have a separate representation, 
arate rep- according to the number of free white inhabitants 
¿esenta- therein, whichshall beretained so long as such city 
100. or town shall contain ` a number of. free white in- 
habitants equal to theexisting ratio,and thereafter, 
and during the existenceoftheright of separaterep- 
resentation in such city or town, elections for the 
county in which such city or town, entitled to sepa- 
rate representation, is situated, shall not be held in 
such city or town : And provided, that if the residu 


Qualifica- 
tions, 
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um or fraction of any city or town, entitled to sepa- Residuum 
rate representation, shall, when added to the residu- &c. 
um in the county in which it may lie, be equal to the 
ratio fixed by law for one representative, then the. 
aforesaid county, city or town, having the largest, 
residuum, shall be entitled to such representation ; 

. And provided, also, That when there are two or 
more counties adjoining, which have residuumsover 
and above the ratio then fixed by law,if such 
residuums, when added together, will amount to 
such ratio, in that case one representative shall be 
added to the county having the largest residuum. 

Sec. 9. The legislature- shall, at their first ses- 
sion, and at periods of not less than every four, nor rye 
more than every six years, until the year 1845, and Riu cdd 
thereafter at periods of not less than every four nor ment. 
more than every eight years, cause an enumeration | 
to be ntade ofall the free white inhabitants of this 
State, and the whole number of representatives shall, 
at the several periods of making such enumeration, 
be fixed by the legislature and apportioned among 
the several counties, cities or towns entitled to sep- 
arate representation, according to the number of Number 
free white inhaMitants in each, and shall not be less 9f du s 
than thirty-six nor more than one hundred : Provi- naves. 
vided, however, That each county shall always be 
entitled to at least one representative. 

. SEC. 10. The whole number of senators shall, 

at the several periods of making.the enumeration Senators, 
before mentioned, he fixed by the legislature, and Sc. 
apportioned among the several districts to be 
established by law, according the number of free 
white inhabitants in each, and shall never be less 
than. one-fourth nor more than one-third of the 
whole number of representatives. | 

Sec. 11. The senators.shallbe chosen by the wp, 
qualified electors, for four years, and on their being ge — 
convened in consequence of the first election, they 
shall be: divided by lot from their respective dis- 
tricts into two classes, as nearly equal as can be; 
and the seats of the senators of the first class shall 
be vacated at the expiration of the second year. 

Sec. 12. Suchmode of classifying new addition- How cho: 
al senators shall be observed as will as nearly as pos- 5, D 22 


. i a i € ; 
sible preserve an equality of members in each class aaefa 
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SEC. 13. When a senatorial district shall be 
composed of two or more counties, it shall not be 
entirely separated by any county belonging to 
another district, and no county shall be divided in 
forming a district. 

; Sec. 14. No person shall be a senator unless he 
pe be a citizen of, and shall have been an’ inhabitant 
ions of UT ) A a 
senators, OË this State for four years next preceding his 

election, and the last year thereof a resident of the 
district for which he shall he chosen, and have 
"attained the age of thirty years. . 
. Sec. 15. The House of Representatives, when 
assembled, shall choose a speaker and its other of- , 
Speaker of ficers, and the Senate shall choose a president and 
see punt its officers, and each house shall judge of the quali- 
officers,  Ucations and elections of its own -members, but a 
contested election shall be determined in such man- 
ner as shall be directed bylaw. A majority of each 
house shall constitute a quorum to do business, but 
a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and 
may compel the attendance of absent members, in 
such manner and under such penalties as each house 
. may provide. 

Powers Sec. 16. Each house may determine the rules of 
of eachits own proceedings, punish members for disorderly 
hous. ^ behavior, and, with the consent of two-thirds, expel 

a, member, but not: a second time for the samecauso; 
and shall have all other powers necessary for a 
branch of the legislature of a frec and independent 
State; 

Journals DEC. 17. Each house shall keep a journal of its 
of yeas proceedings, and publish the same; and the yeas and 
and nays. nays of the members of either house, on any ques- 

tion, shall, at the desire of any three members pres- 
ent, be entered on the journal. 
, SEC. 18. When vacancies happen in either 
Vacancies. house, the Governor, or the person exercising the 
powers of the Governor, shall issue writs of elee 
tions to fill such vacancies. P 
Sec. 19. Senators and Representatives shall, in 
: all cases, except of treason, felony, or breach of the 
Privileged peace, be privileged from arrest during thé session . 
from ar- Of the legislature, and in going to and. returning 
rest; ex=from the same, allowing one day for every twenty 
ception. miles such member may reside from the place at 
which the legislature is convened. 
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SEC. 20. Hach house may punish, by imprison- 
ment during the session, any person, not a: member, 
for disrespectful or disorderly behavior in its pres- -: 
ence, or for obstructing any of its proceedings: 
Provided, such imprisonment. shall not, at any one 
time, exceed forty-eight hours. | 

Sec. 21. The doors of each house shall be open, 
except on such occasions of great emergency as, in 
the opinion of the house, may require secrecy.. 

.SEC. 22. - Neither house shall, without the con- 

sent.of the other, adjóurn for more than three days, 
nor to any other place than that in which they may 
- be sitting. . : QU 

Sac. 283." Bills may originate in either house, and 
be amended, altered or rejected by the other, butno 
bill shall have the force of a law until, on three sev- 
eral days, it be read in each house, and free discus- 
sion: be allowed thereon, unless four-fifths of. the ' 
house in which the bill shall be pending may. deem 
it expedient te dispense with this rule; and every 
bill having passed both honses, shall be signed by 
the speaker and president of their respective houses. 

SEC. 24, Allbills for raising reyenue shall origi- 
nate in the House of Representatives, but the Sen- 
ate may amend or reject them, as other bills. — ^ x 

Sec. 25. Each member of the legislature shall Compen-, 
receive, from the public treasury, a compensation for &&tion. of 
his services, which may be increased or diminished 20 2 
by law, but no increase of compensation shall take ^' 
effect during the session at which such increase shall 
. have been made. . | VOTE 
. SEC. 26. No senator or representative shall, 
during theterm for which he shall have been elected, "m 
nor for one year thereafter, he appointed to any ee 
civil office of profit under the State, which shall ra office, y 
have been created, or the emoluments of which shall 
have been increased, during such term, except such 
offices as may be filled by elections by the people ; 
and no member of either house of the legislature 
shall, after the commencement of the first session of 
' the legislature after his election, and during the 
remainder of the term for which he is elected, be i 
eligible to any office or place, the appointment to 
which may be made, în whole or in part, by either 
branch of the legislature. = ae cu 

Quen 
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, Officers Suc. 27. No judge of any court of law or equity, 
Qu ree secretary of state, attorney-general, clerk of any 
lature, Court of record, sheriff or collector, or any person 
` holding a lucrative office under the laws of this 
State, shall be eligible to thelegislature : Provided, 
That officers in the militia, to which there is 
attached no annual salary, and the office of the jus- 
tice of the peace, shall not be deemed lucrative. 
Defaulters Src. 28. No person who has heretofore, or here- 
after, been a collector or holder of public moneys, 
shall have a seat in either house of the legislature 
until such person shall have accounted for, and paid 
into the treasury, all sums for which he may be 
accountable. l £C 
First elec- SEC..29. The first election for senators and 
tion when representatives shall be general throughout the 
holden, State, and shall be held on the first Monday, and 
day following, in November, 1833 ; and thereafter 
there shall be biennial elections for senators to fill 
the places of those whose term of service may have 
expired. 0 
. SEC. 30. The first and all futute sessions of the 
Seat oflegislature shall be held in the town of Jackson, in 
E m the county of Hinds, until the year 1850. During 
ment the first session thereafter, the legislature shall have _ 
power to designate, by law, the permanent seat of 
government: Provided, however, That unless such 
designation be then made by law, the seat of govern- 
“ment shall continue permanently at the town of 
Jackson. The first session shall commence on the 
third Monday in November, in the year 1833; and 
in every two years thereafter, at such time as may 
be prescribed by law. 
Sec. 31. The governor, secretary of state treas- 
urer, auditor of public accounts and attorney-general 
shall reside at the seat of government. 


ARTICLE IV. 


JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. © 
« gustar, SEC: 1+, The judicial power of the Stato shall 
ar. be vested in one high court of errors and appeals, 
power. and such other courts of law and” equity as are 
hereafter provided for in this constitution. 
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Sec. 2. Thé high court of errors and appeals High 
shall consist of three judges, any two of whom shal] €9 urt of 
form a quorum. The legislature shall divide the Sd 
State into three districts, and the qualified electors mm 
.of each district shall elect one of said, judges for 
the term of six years. . | i 

Sec. 3. The office of one of said judges shall Judges 
be vacated in two years, and one in four years, how elect- 
and one in six years—so that, at the expiration of ed, term of 
every two years, one of said judges shall be elected, office. 
as aforesaid. m ) M" 

Suc. 4. The high court of errors and appeals Jurisdic- . 
shall have no jurisdiction but such as properly be- "9? 
longs to a court of errors and appeals. 

Sec. 5. All ‘vacancies that may occur in Said «,., cies 
court, from death, resignation, or removal, shall be Qualifica- - 
filled by election as aforesaid : Provided, however; tions. 
That if the unexpired term do not exceed one year, | 
"ihe vacancy shall be filled by executive appoint- ` 
ment. * , A e 
"SEC. 6. No person shall be eligible to the office Where 
-of judge of the high court of errors and appeals, holden. 

- who shalt not have attained, at the time of "his elge- i 
tion, the age of thirty years. | 
“Sec. 7 The-high court of errors and appeals 

shall be held twice in each year, at.such place as 

the legislature shall direct, until the year eighteen 
hundred ànd thirty-six, and afterwards at the seat 

‘of government of the State. 

. SEC. 8: The secretary of state, on receiving all Term of 

the official returns of the first election, shall pro- office, © 

- ceed forthwith, in the presence and with the assis- 

tance of two:justices of the peace, to determine, by 

lot, among the three candidates"having the highest 

‘number of votes, which of said judges shall serve 

«for the term of two years, which shall serve for the 

term of four years, and which shall: serve for the 
term of six years; and, having so determined the 

.: same, it shall be the: duty of the Governor to issue 

- commissions accordingly. 2E 

. SEC. 9. No judge shall sit on the irialof any when 

Cause when the parties dr either of them shall bejyape dis. 
. connected with him by affinity or consanguinity, or qualified, 

- when he may be interested: in:the ..same, .except:by 
| ponse of r judge and of the parties ; and when: 


First 
election. 


102 CONSTITUTION OF MISSISSIPPI. 


ever a quorum of said court are situated as aforesaid, 
the Governor of the State shall in such case es- 
pecially commission two or more men of law knowl- . 
edge, for the determination thereof. 
Sec. 10. The judges of said court shall reeeive 
for their services a compensation to be fixed by law, 
which shall not be diminished during their contin- 
ance in office. ; 
E Joder Sec. 11. The judges of the circuit court shall 
rosas ba elected by the qualified electors of each judicial 
court, “strict, and hold their offices for the term of four 
years, and reside in their respective districts. 
SEC. 12. No person shall be eligible to the 
Qualifica- Office of judge of the circuit court, who shall not at 
tions. the time of his election, have attained the age of 
twenty'six years. 
SEC. 13. The State shall be divided into conve- 
‘Circuits. nient districts, and each district shall contain not 
less than three, nor more than twelve counties. 
SEC. 14. The circuit courts shall have original 
jurisdiction in all matters, civil and criminal, within 
this State ; but in civil cases only when the princi- 
pal of the sum in controversy exceeds fifty: dollars. 
Chancery ' SEC. 15. A circuit court shall be held in each 
courts, ` county of this State, at least twice in each year; 
and the judges of said court shall interchange cir- . 
‘cuits with each other, in such manner as may be pre- 
į scribed by law, and shall receive for their services 
- a compensation to be fixed by law, which shall not 
be diminished: during their continuance in office. — 
. BEC. 16. A separate superior court of chancery 
Jurisdic- shall be established, with full jurisdiction in all mat- 
tion. ter of equity : Provided, however, The legislature 
may give to the circuit courts of each county equity 
jurisdiction in all eases where the value of-the thing 
or the amount in controversy does not exeeed five 
hundred dollars ; also, in all cases of divofce, and 
for the foreclosure of mortgages. The chancellor 
shall be elected by the qualified electors of the 
whole State, for the term of six years, and shall be 
at least thirty years old at the time of his election. 
SEC. 17. The style of all process shall be “The 
. Style of State of Mississippi," and all prosecutions shall be 
process. carried on in thename and by the authority of “The 
State of Mississippi," and shall. conclude, “against 
the peace and dignity of the same,” — 2 


Salaries. 


J urisdic- 
tion, dc. 
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. SEC. 18. A court of probates shall be egtablisht Probate 
ed in each county of the State, with jurisdiction in court. 
all matters testamentary, and of administration in 
orphans’ business, and the allotment of dower, in T 
cases of idiocy and lunacy, and of persons non com- S Unai 

` . Y . M ia 10D. 

pos mentis. ‘The judge of said court shall be elected 
by the qualified electors of the respective counties, 
for the term of two years. 


: x . Clerks. 
Sec. 19. The clerk of the high court of errors 


. and appeals shall be appointed by the said cqurt. for 


Ed 


the term of four years ; and the clerks of the pro- 
bate and other inferior courts, shall be elected by* 
the qualified electors of the respective counties, and « 
shall hold their offices for the term of two years. 

Sec. 20. The qualified electors of each county Board of 
shall elect five persons, for the term of two years, Police. 
who shall constitute a board of police for each 
coun:y, a majority of whom may transact business ; 
which body shall have full jurisdiction over roads, 
highways, ferries and bridges, and all other matters 
of county police; and shall order all county elec- 
tions, to fill the vacancies that may occur in the of 
fices of their respective counties. The clerk of the 
court of probate shall be the clerk of the board of 
police. i a . e 

SEC. 21. No person shall be eligible as.a mem- Qualifica- 
ber of said board, who shall not have resided one tion. 
year in the county; but this qualification shall not 
extend to such new counties as may hereafter be. 
established, until one year after their organization; Vacancies. 
and allvacanciesthat may occur in said board shall. 
be supplied.by election as aforesaid to fill the unex- 
pired term. | j E a € 

Sec. 22. The judges of all ‘the courts of this ie ofthe 
State, and also the members of the board of the peace, 
county police, shall, in-virtue of their offices, be con- | 
servators of the peace, and shall be, by law, vested 
with ample powers in this respect. 

SEC, 23. A competent number of justices of the Consta- 
peace and constables shall be chosen in each county, bles. - 
by the qualified electors thereof, by districts, who | 
shall hold their offices for the term of two years; 
the jurisdiction of justices of the peace shall be lim-Jutices of 
ited to causes in which the principal of the amount the pesom 
in controversy shall not exceed fifty dollars ; in all 
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. causes tried by justices of the peace, the right of 
. appeal shall be secured, under such rules and regu- 
lations as shall be prescribed by law. 

“Sec. 24. Thelegislature may, from time to time,- 
establish such othex inferior :courts as may be deem- 
ed necessary, and abolish the same whenever they 
deem it expedient. ; 

Attorney- SEC. 25. There shall be an attorney-general 
general. elected by the qualified electors of the Sjate, and a 
competent number of district attorneys shall be 
elected by the qualified voters of their respective 
districts; whose compensation and term of service 
shall be preseribed by law. 
. SEC. 26. The legislature shall provide, by law, 
Contested for determining contested elections of judges of the 
elections. hioh court of errors and appeals, of the circuit and 
probate courts. and other officers. l 
SEC. 27. The judges of the several courts of this 
how re. Otate, for willful neglect of duty or other reasonable 
moved. cause, shall be removed by the governor, on the ad- 
dress of two-thirds of both houses of the legisla- 
ture; the address to be by joint-vote of both houses. 
The cause or causes for which such removal shall 
be required, slrall be stated at length in such ad- 
dress, and on the journals ofeach house. The judge 
so intended to be removed, shall be notified and 
admitted to a hearine in his own defense, before 
any vote for such address shall pass; the vote on 
such address shall be taken by the yeas and-nays, . 
and entered on the journals of each house. 
Officers SEC. 28. Judges of probate, clerks, sheriffs, and 
indicted. other county officers, for the willful neglect of duty, 
or misdemeanor in office, shall be Hable to present- 
ment or indictment by a grand jary, and trial by a 
petit jury ; and, upon conviction, shall be removed. 
from office. 


Inferior. 


ARTICLE V. 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

. Sec. 1. The chief executive power of this 
Mod State shall be vested ina Governor, who shall 
síce, hold his office for two years from the time of his 
. ' installation, AN | 


&c 


is 


eoNSETUNON or Hiaasen LOS 


Sec. 2, The Governor shall be elected by the How elec: 
qualified electors of the State. The returns of every ted. | 
election. for governor shall be sealed up and trans: 
mitted to the seat of government, directed to the 
Secretary of State, who sháll deliver them-to the. 
speaker of the House of Representatives at. the 
next ensuing session of the legislature, during the 
first week of which session the said speaker shall 
open and publish them in the fresence of both 
houses of the legislature. The person having the 
highest number of votes shall be Governor ; but if 
two or more shall be equal, and highest in votes, 
then one of them shall be chosen Governor by the .. 
joint ballot of both houses of the legislature. Con- 
tested election for Governor shall be determined Contested . 
by both houses of the legislature in such manner as lection _ 
prescribed by law. | | Governai 

SEC. 3. The Governor shall be at least thirty 
years of age, shall have been a citizen and shall 
have resided in this State at least five years next 
preceding the day of his election, and shall not be 
capable of holding the office more than four years 
in any term of six years. * 

SEC. 4. He shall at all times receive for his ser- 
vices a compensation, which shall not be increased Compen- 
or diminished during the term for which he shall be Sation. 
elected. | 5 

Sec.: 5. He shall be commander-in-chief of the c 
army and navy of this State, and of the militia, ° erin 

SEO. 6. He may require information, in writing, chief 
from the officers in the executive department, on . 
any subject relating to the duties. of their respec- 
tive offices. n 

SEC. 7. He may, in cases of emergency, convene Governor 
the Legislature at the seat.of government, or at a to convene 
different place, if that shall have become,since their And ad- 
last adjournment, dangerous froman enemy or from Jun me 

j " A | egisla- 
disease ; and in case of disagreement between the ture 
two houses with respect to the time of adjournment, 
adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper, 
not. beyond the day of the next stated meeting of 


Qualifica- 
tions. - 


. the Legislature. : E 


Sec. 8. He shall, from time to time, give to the Duty of 
Legislature information of the state of the govern- Governor, 
ment, and recommend to their consideration such 
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measures às he may deem necessary and expedient. 

SEC. 9. He shall take care that the laws be 
faithfully executed. 

SEC. 10. In all eriminal and penal cases, except 
in those of treason and Impeachment, he shall have 
power to grant reprieves and pardons, and remit 

nes, and in cases of forfeiture, to stay the collec- 
. tion until the end of the next session of the Legis 
lature, and to remit forfeitures by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate. In cases of treason, 
he shall have power to grant reprieves by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, but may re- 
spite the sentence until the end of the next session 
of the Legislature. 

SEC. 11. All commissions shall be in the name 
and by the authority of the State of Mississippi, be 
sealed with the great seal, and signed by the Gov- 
ernor, and be attested by the Secretary of State. 
'Sealofthe SEC. 12. There shall be a seal of this State, 
State. Which shall be kept by the Governor, and used by 

him officially, and shall be called the Great Seal of 

the State of Mississippi. 
SEC. 13. All vacancies not provided for in this 
Constitution, shall be filled in such manner as the 

Legislature may prescribe. 

SEC. 14. The Secretary of State shall be elected 
Secretary by the qualified electors of the State, and shall con- 
of State. tinue in office during the term of two years. He shall 
keep a fair register of all the official acts and pro- 
ceedings of the Governor, and shall, when. required. 
lay the same, and al! papers, minutes and vouchers 
. relative thereto, before the Legislature, and shall 
perform other dutiesasmay berequired of him by law. 
Governor Sec. 15. Every bill which shall have passed 
ds Sgn 07 poth houses of the Legislature, shall be presented to 
bills. ™ the Governor : if he approve, he shall sign it, but 
if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to the 
house in which it shall have originated, which shall 
enter the objections at large upon their journals, 
and proceed to reconsider it: if, after such recon- 
sideration, two-thirds of the house shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, with the objections, to 
the other house, by which it shall likewise be recon- 
sidered : if approved by two-thirds of that housé, it 
Veto, shall become a law ; but in such case, the vote of 


Power of 
Governor. 


Com’rs 
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against the bill shall be entered ontthe jonmal of 
each house respectively: if any bil #@ll notte 


the same shall become 77." 7" like manner as if he 
had signed ites ~es We Legislature, by their 


houses, according to the rules and limitations pre-. 
. scribed in the case of a bill. - | E 
SEC. 17. Whenever the office of Governor shall office of - 
become vacant, by death, resignation, removal from Governor 
office, or otherwise, the president of the Senate vacant &c 
shall exercise the office of Governor until another 
Governor shall be duly qualified; and in case of 
the death, resignation, removal from office, or other 
disqualification of the president of the Senate, so 
exercising the office of Governor, the speaker of the 
House of Representatives shall exercise the office 
until the president of the Senate shall have been 
chosen ; and when the officeof Governor, president 
of the Senate, and speaker of the House, shall be- 
come vacant in the recess of the Senate, the person 
acting as Secretary of State for the time being, Further 
shall, by proclamation, convene the Senate; that a provision. 
president may be chosen to exercise the office of 
Governor. | E 
SEO. 18. When either the president or speaker 
of the House of Representatives -shall so exercise 
said office, he shall receive the compensation of the 
Governor only; and his duties as president or 
speaker shall be suspended, and the Senate or House 
of Representatives, as the case thay be,shall fill the 
vacancy until his duties as Governor shall conse, 
Sno, 10, A sheriff and ono or more coránera, a 
nid. e d and ranger, shall be elected in 
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each county, by the qualified electors thereof ; who 
shall hold their offices for two years, unless sooner 
removed ; except that the coroner shall hold his 

office until his successor be duly qualified. ~ . 
Sec. 90. A State Treasurer and Auditor of 
bye Public aron aig shall be elected by the qualified 
ioe Ue” electors of the Sto who shall hold their offices 
for the term of tWO Y=-=3, unless sooner removed. 


MILITIA. 


MESE , ARGUS 
Suction. 1. The Legislature $ E milit hy 
Militia. law, for organizing and diseime, may deem e i E 
this State, in Sf sioned officers ot tne Mua 
dieptbriicers and the officers of volunteer compa- 
: nies excepted,) shall be elected by the persons liable 
to perform military duty, and the qualified electors 
within their respective commands, and shall be com- 
Powers of Missioned by the Governor. 
Governor SEC. 3. The' Governor shall have power to call 
to call out forth the militia to execute the laws of the State, to 
militia, suppress insurrection, and to repel invasion. 


ARTICLE VI. 
IMPEACHMENTs. 


Impeach- Srction 1. The House of Representatives shall 
ment. have the sole power of impeaching. C 
Extentof, SEC. 2. All impeachments shall be tried by the 
etc. Senate: when sitting for that purpose, the senators 
shall be on oath or affirmation : no person shall be 
convicted without the eoncurrence of two-thirds of 

the members present. 

SEC. 3. The Governor and all civil officers shall 

be liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor in 

office ; but judgment in such cases shall not extend 

further than to removal from office, and disqualifi- 

cation to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit 

. under the State; butihe party convicted shall 
nevertheless, be subject io indictment, trial and. 

punishment, according to law, as in other cases, - 


CONSTITUTION OF MISSISSIPPI. 
ARTICLE VI.. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS. 


Section 1. Members of the Legislature, and all 
officers, execütive *and judicial, before they enter 
upon the duties of their respective offices, shall take 
the following oath or affirmation, to-wit: "I do 
solemnly sgvear, (or affirm, as the ease may be,) that 
I wil support the constitution of the- State of 
"ississippi, so long as I continue a citizen thereof, 

Atihat I will faithfully discharge, to the best of 
MY Axlities, the duties of the office o£———— ————, 
aecordi to law—So help me, God.” | 

SEC. 2-The Legislature shall pass such laws to 
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Oath of 


office. 


prevent the xi] practice of dueling, as they may Dueling. 


deem necessary. and may require all officers, before 
they enter upor the duties of their respective 
offices, to take the Sowing oath or affirmation : “I 
do solemnly swear (6. affirm, as the case may be,). 
that I have not been Caged in a duel, by sending 


or accepting a challenge ù fight a duel, or by fight- — 


ing a duel, since the first Yay ‘of January, in thé 
year of our Lord one thousaiq eight hundred and 
thirty-three, nor will I beso €traged during my 
continuance in office—So help mé,Gog.”  -  '. 


SEC. 3. Treason against the Stas shall consist dao: 


only in levying war against it, or in athering to its 
enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person 
shall be conyicted of treason, unless on «he testi- 
mony of two witnesses to the same overt act;or his 


own confession, in open court, 


X 


SEC. 4. Every person shall be disqualified fem Bribery at 
holding an office or place of honor or profit undex elections. 
the authority of this State, who shall be convicted : 
of having given or offered any bribe to secure his . 
election. Laws shall be made to exclude from office Coxvicts 
or suffrage those who shall hereafter be convicted $Xcluded 


of bribery, perjury, forgery or other high crimes or 
misdemeanors. The privilege of the free suffr 
shall be supported by laws regulating elections, and 
prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all undue in- 


fluences therein, from power, bribery, tumult; or 


other improper conduct. ! 
Sge, 5, No person who denies‘ the being of a 


from office 


age uffrage. 
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Atheist. God, or a future state of rewards and punishments, 
ind hold any office in the civil department of this 
Del - a FU SEC. 6. N o laws of a generál nature, unless 
into effect, Otherwise provided for, shall be enforced until sixty 
days after the passage thereof. 
Money SEC. T. No money shall be drawn ¿from the 
drawn treasury, but in consequence of an appropriation 
from trea- made by law ; nor shall any appropriation of money. 
Surf. for the support of an army be made for a long” 
term than one year. | a 
SEC. 8. No money frem the treasury gt be 
appropriated to objects of internal impr? ement, 
unless the bill for that purpose be: pass" by two- 
` thirds of both branches of the Legigdure ; and a 
regular statement and account of 4€ receipts and 
expenditures of public moneys páll. be published 
annually. e 
Sec. 9. No law shall eyg be passed to raise a 
State loan of money upon the edit of the State, or to 
loans. pledge the faith of the gâte for the redemption of. 
any loan or debt, unless such law be proposed in the 
Senate or House of A4epresentatives, and be agreed 
to by a majority o the members of each house, and 
entered on theJournals, with the yeas and nays 
taken thereon 2nd be referred to the next succeed- 
ing Legislastre, and published for three months pre- 
vious to tie next regular election, in three.newspa- 
pers of «bis State; and unless a majority of each 
brang of the Legislature -so elected, after- such 
pu ado shall agree to and pass such a law ; 
ax in such case, the yeas and nays shall be taken 
And entered on the journals of each house: Pro- 
"P ^ vided, that nothing in this section shall be so con- 
^ strued as to prevent the Legislature from negotiat- 
ing a further loan of one and a half millions of dol- 
lars, and vesting the same in stock reserved to the 
State by the charter of the Planters’ Bank of the 
State of Mississippi. | 
And provided further, That the Legislature may 
raise a loan of money and pledge the faith of the 
State for. the payment thereof, when required to 
suppress insurrections, repel invasions, or provide 
for the defense of the State, — — 
^ Balta Spe. 10, The Laegleleiape ahall Aireak by dar, 


Joxerrottox oy Mreuigerber, ili 
in what manner, and in what courts, sults may be against 
brought against the State. As the State. 

SEC. 11, Absence on business of this State, or 
on a Visit, or necessary private business, -shall not 
cause a forfeiture of citizenship or residence once 
obtained. — ; : i 

SEC. 12. It shall be the duty of the Legislature : 
to regulate, by law, the ‘cases in which deductions Denn ds 

-Shall be made from salaries of publie officers for ries. 
neglect of duty in their official capacity, and. the 
amount of such deduction. 

Sec. 18. No person holding any office of profit Who dis- 
or trust weder any foreign power, shall hold or ex- po 
ercise any office of trust or profit under this State, “00 

Sec. 14. Religion, morality and knowledge bes. oi. 

ing necessary to good government, the preservation and edu- 
' of liberty and the happiness of mankind, schools and cation. 

the means of education shall forever be encouraged 

in this State. . | 

SEC. 15. Divorces from the bonds of matrimo- Divorces. 
ny shall not be granted but in cases provided for ` 
by law, by suit in chancery. ^ ` 
 "Sgc. 16. Returns of all elections by the people Election 

"Mhall be made to the Secretary of State, in such "*burns. 
manner as may be prescribed by law. 

SEC. 1T. No new county shall be established by wow 
the Legislature, which shall reduce the county org, OOP 
counties, or either of them, from which it may be >: 
taken, to less contents than five hundred and sixty- 
six square miles ; nor shall any new county be laid 
off of less contents. j 

Sec. 18. The Legislature shall have power t0 Indians. 
admit to all the rights and privileges of free white 
citizens of this State all such persons of the Choc- 
taw and Chickasaw tribes of Indians as shall 
choose to remain in this State, upon such terms as . . 
the Legislature may from time to time deem , `: 
proper. "s 


Citiz’ship. 


SLAVES. 


Srction 1. The Legislature shall have no Pow- ..... 
er to pass laws for the emancipation of slaves with- ¿on of 
out the consent of their owners, unless where the how made 
slave shall have rendered to the State some distin- * 


fosa 
bont- 
Te 
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-guished service, in which case the owner shall be 

paid a full equivalent for the slave so emancipated. 

They shall have no power to prevent emigrants to 

this State from bringing with them such persons as 

are deemed slaves by the laws of any one of the 

- United States, so long as any person of the same 

age or description shall be continued in slavery by 

the laws of this State ; Provided, that such person 

or slave be the bona fide property of such emi- 

Slaves con grants ; and provided, also, that laws may be passed 

victed of to prohibit the introduction into this State of slaves 

crimes. * who may have committed. high crimes in other 

States. They shall have power to pass laws to 

permit the owners of slaves to emancipate them, 

saving the rights of creditors, and preventing them 

from becoming a public charge. They shall haye 

full power to oblige the owners of slaves to treat 

them with humanity, to provide for them necessary ' 

clothing and provisions, to abstain from all injuries 

to them extending to life or limb, and in case of 

their neglect or refusal to comply with the direc- 

Treatme’t ons of such laws, to have such slave or slaves sold 
of slaves, for the benefit of the owner or owners. 

SEC. 2. The introduction of slaves into this 

Slaves as State as merehandize, or for sale, shall be prohib- 

merchan- ited from and after the first day of May, eighteen 

į hundred and fifty-three ; Provided, that the actual 
settler or settlers shall not be prohibited from pur- 
chasing slaves in any other State.in this Union 
and bringing them into this State for their own 
individual use, until the year eightcen hundred and 
forty-five. 

SEC. 3. In the prosecution of slaves for crimes 
of which the punishment is not capital, no inquest 
slaves, by 9 grand jury shall be necessary ; but the pro- 

ceedings in such cases shall be regulated by law. 


MODE OF REVISING THE CONSTITUTION. 


.. Whenever two-thirds of each branch of thelegis- . 
Constitu- lature shall deem any change, alteration or amend- 
tion, hoW ment necessary to this constitution, such proposed, 
revised. ‘change, alteration or amendment shall be read and 
passed by a majority of two-thirds of each house 
respectively on each day for three several days; 
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public notice thereof shall then be given by the 
secretary of state, at least six months preceding the 
next general election, at which the qualified elec: 
tors shall vote directly for or against such change, 


alteration or amendment; and if it shall appear . 


that a majority of the qualified electors voting for 
members of the legislature shall have voted for the 
proposed change, alteration or amendment, then it 
shall be inserted, by the next succeeding legisla- 
ture, as a part of this constitution, and not other- 
wise. 


SCHEDULE. 


i 


SEC. 1. All rights vested, and all liabilities in- Rights 
curred, shall remain the same as if this constitution vested. 


had not been adopted. 

Sec. 2. All suits at law or in equity, now pend- 
ing in the several courts of this State, may be trans- 
ferred to such courts asmay have proper jurisdic- 
tion thereof. | 


8 


SEC. 3. The Governor, and all officers, civil Offic's,$re, 


and military, now holding commissions under the 
authority of this State, shall continue to hold and 
exercise their respective offices until they shall be 
superseded pursuant' to the provisions of this con- 
PR and until their successors be duly qual- 
ified. 

Sec. 4. All laws now in force in the State, not 
repuenant to this constitution, shall 'continue to 
operate until they shall expire by their own limita- 
tion, or be altered or repealed by the Legislature. 

SEC. 5. Immediately upon the adoption of this 
constitution, the president of this convention shall 
issue writs of election, directed to the sheriffs of the 
several counties, requiring them to cause an election 
to be held on the first Monday and day following 
in December next, for members of the Legislature, 
at the respective places of helding elections in.said 


counties ; which elections shall be conducted in the - 
mannér prescribed. by the existing election laws of 


the State; and the members of the Legislature, thus 
elected, shall continue in office until the next geher- 
al eleetion, and shall convene at the seat of govern- 
ment on the first Monday in January, eighteen hun- 
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dred and thirty-three; and shall, at their first ses- 
sion, order an election to bé held in every county 
of this State, on the first Monday of May and day 
following, eighteen hundred and thirty three, for all 
state and county officérs wider this constitution, 
(members of the Legislature excepted ;) and the 


How long other officers then clected shall. continue in office 
officers until the succeeding general election, and after, in 


first elect- 
ed to con- 


the same manner as if the election had taken place 


tinue in 2t the time last aforesaid. 


office. 


Sec. 6. Until the first enumeration shall be 
made, as directed by this constitution, the appor- 
tionment of scnators and representatives among the 
several districts and counties in this State, shall 
remain as at present fixed by law. 


P. RUTILUS R, PRAY, 
President of the Convention, and 
Representative from the County of Hancock. 
ATTEST : | 
JOHN H. MALLORY, Secretary. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


SLAVES. 


The Legislature shall have, and are hereby vested 
with power to pass such laws regulating or prohib- 
iting the introduction of slaves into this State, as 
may be deemed proper and expedient. l 

Adopted, February 2d, 1846. 


BOARD PF POLICE. 


The qualified electors of each county shall elect 
five persons, by districts, for the term of twọ years, 
who shall constitute a Board of Police of each 
county, a majority of whom may transact business; 
which body shall have full jurisdiction over roads, - 
highways, ferries and bridges, and all other matters 


~ 
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of county. policy ; and shall order all count 
| orde elec- 
tions to fill vacancies that may occur in the offices 
of DE i lc counties. d 
1e clerk of the Court of Probate-shal ; 
of the Boards of County Police.. > ias 
Adopted, March 12th, 1852. 


CHANCERY COURT. 


Chancery Courts, with full jurisdiction in mat- 


ters of equity, shall be held in each judicial district 


by the circuit judge thereof, at such time an 

as may.be directed by law. The oie de 
of Chancery, and the several Vice-Chancery Courts, 
shall continue as now organized, until the first 
Monday of November, one thousand eight hundred 


and fifty-seven, for inest. s 
depending ee 3 the, Ueprlature shall provide 
a 


by law for the preservation of the records of the 
said Superior Court of Chancery and of said Vice- 
Chancery Courts, and also for the transfer of all 
causes, that may remain undetermined therein, to 
other courts, for final decision. 

Adopted, February 6th, 1856. 


TENURE OF PUBLIC OFFICERS. | 


All public officers in this State, Legislativo, Ex- 
ecutive and Judicial, whose terms of office expire 
at the. general election to be held in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-sevon, or at any 
subsequent general election, shall continue to hold 
_their offices until the first Monday of January next 
following the. expiration of said terms, and until 
their successors shall be qualified ; Provided, such 
of said officers as are required to give bond for the 
discharge of their duties, shall give bond and sécu- 
rity for the said extended term, as may be provided 
by the Legislature; and the terms of office -of all 
officers .chosen at, the general election in the year 
eighteen, hundred and fifty-seven, or at any subse- 


quent general election, shall commence on the first. 
Monday of January next succeeding the election, — 


had shall cante for the tima now Aged hy the 
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- constitution, and until their successors shall be 


qualified. 
Adopted, February 6th, 1856. 


ELECTIONS. 


All general elections by the péople of this State 
shall be held on the first Monday in October, and 
be concluded in one day ; on the first Monday in 
October, 1857, and biennially thereafter, an eleetion 
shall be held for all State officers and members of 
the Legislature, except for officers and senators 
entitled to hold over after November, 1857, who 
Shall continue in office until their successors are 
entitled to succeed them therein. The Legislature 
shall convene on the first Monday of November, 
1857, and biennially thereafter, but may be espe- 


e ae pon rnor at other times. 
The Governors o. the Gove 


third Monday of November, and 4ggmmence on the 
tary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, State 
Treasurer and Attorney General, on the first Mon- 
day of January next after his and their election ; 
but the Attorney General shall hold his office, as 
heretofore, for the term of four years. On the first - 
Monday of October, 1858, and biennianly thereaf- 
ter, an election shall be held for all county, district, 
judicial and ministerial officers, (except officers who 
may then be entitled to hold over after January, 
1859, or until the time of holding another election;) 
and the official term of all such officers then and 
thereafter.elected, shall commence on the first Mon- 
day of January next after this: election; but all- 
such officers elected in 1855, or previously, whose 
official terms, in the absence of this provision, 
would expire in November, 1857, shall continue 
in office until the first Monday of January, 1859. 
Adopted, February 2d, 1856. 


AMENDMENTS BY THE STATE CONVENTION. 


Be vt ordained und declared, and it is hereby or: 
dained and declared, That the Legislature shall 
have power to fix the time-of holding all elections, 
and may adjust the terms of office to conform to 


a 


AMENDMANTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


any changes hereafter to be made, and may fix the 
time for the commencement of its biennial sessions. 

Be tt ordained and declared, and it is hereby 
ordained and declared, That if any part of the pre- 
sent Constitution ofthe State of Mississippi shall 


be in conflict with any ordinance passed by this — 


Convention, such part of the said Constitution shall 
be held to be abrogated and annulled to the extent 
of such conflict, but no further. 
Adopted, January 26th, 1861. 
i WILLIAM 8. BARRY, 
President of the Convention. 
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ORDINANCES” 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 


AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the Union between the 
State of Mississippi and other States United with her 
under the Compact entitled “the Constitution of the United 
States of. America.” ` 


The people of the State of Mississippi, in Conven- 
tion assembled, do ordain and declare, and it is 
hereby ordained «xd declared as follows, to-wit: 


SECTION Isr. That all the laws and or dinazicos 
by which the said State of Mississippi became a 
member of the Federal Union of tho United States 
of America be, and the same are hereby repealed, 
and that all obligations on the part of the. said 
State or the people thereof to observe thesame, be 
withdrawn, and that the said State doth hereby. 
resume all the rights, functions and powers which, 
"by any of said laws or ordinances, were conveyed 
to the government of the said United States, and 
is absolved from all the obligations, ‘restraints and 
duties incurred to the said Federal Union, and 
shall from henoeforth be a free, sovéreign and inde- 
pendent State. | oh : 


pede 


1861. 
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Suorton 2xD. That so much of tho first section 
of the seventh article of the Constitution of this 
State as requires members of the Legislature, and 
all officers, executive and judicial, to take an oath 
or affirmation to support the Constitution of the 
United States, be, and the same is hereby abrogated 
and annulled. » 

SECTION 3RD. That all rights acquired and 
vested under the Constitution of the United States, 
or under any act of Congress passed, or treaty 
made, in pursuance thereof, or under any law of 
this State, and not incompatible with this Ordi- 
nance, shall remain in force and have the same effect 
as if this Ordinance had not been passed. 

SECTION 4TH. That the people of the State of 
Mississippi hereby consent to form a Federal Union 
with such of the States as may have seceded or 
may secede from the Union of the United States of 


` America, upon the basis of the present Constitution 


of the said United States, except such parts thereof 
as embrace other portions than such seceding 
States. ai 


ds 

Thus ordained and declared in Convention the 9th 
day of January, in the Year of Our Lord One 
Thousand Hight Hundred and Sixty-one.  . 


IN TESTIMONY of the passage -of which, 
and the determination of the members of this Con- 
vention to uphold and maintain the State in the posi- 
tion, she has assumed by said Ordinance, ut is 


-signed by the President and Members of this Con- 


vention this the fifteenth day of January, A, D., 
W. S. BARRY, President. 


Adams County—A. K. Farrar, J. Winchester. 
Attala—E. H. Sanders. 
Amite—D. W. Hurst. 
Bolivar—M. H. McGehee. 
Carroll—J. Z. George, W. Booth. 
Claiborne—H. T. Ellett. 
iu aru L. Aleorn. 
ah —P. S. Catching, B. King. 
Clarke 58. H. Terral. s B < 
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Ohoctaw-—W. F. Brantley, W. H. Witty, J. H. 
. Edwards. 
Chickasaw—J. A. Orr, C. B. Baldwin, 
Covington—A. C. Powell. ` 
Calhoun—W. A. Sumner, M. D. L. Stephens. 
DeSoto—J. R. Chalmers, S. D. Johnston, T. 
Léwers. ; 
F'ranklin—D. H. Parker. 
Green—T. J. Roberts. 
Hinds—W. P. Harris, W. P. Anderson, w. B. 
Smart. 
Holmes—J. M. Dyer, W. L. Keirn. 
'Harrison—D. C. Glenn. 
Honcock—J. B. Deason. 
Issaquena—A.. C. Gibson. 
Fawamba—R. O. Beene, A. B. Bullard, W. H. 
.  H. Tison, M. C. Cummings. 
Jasper—O. C. Dease. 
Jackson—A. E. Lewis. 
. Jefferson—J. S. Johnston. 
. Jones—J. H. Powell. ` 
Kemper—0. Y. Neely, T. H.-Woods. 
Lawrence—W ;: Gwin. 
Lowndes—George R. Clayton. 
Leake—W. B. Colbert. 
Lauderdale—J. B. Ramsey, F. C. Semmes. d 
Lafayette—L. Q. C. Lamar, T. D. Isom. : 
Marshall—A. M. Cla yton, J. W. Clapp, S. 
Benton, H. W. WM W. M. Lea. 
Madison—A. P. Hill. 
Monroe—S. J. Gholson, F. M. Boro 
Marión—H. Mayson. 
Noxubee—Israel Welsh. 
Neshoba—D. M. Backstrom. 
Newton—M. M. Keith. 
Oktibbeha—T.. C. Bookter. 
Perry—P. J. Myers. 
Pike—J. M. Nelson. 
Panola—J. B. Fizer, E. F. McGehee. . 
Pontotoc—C. D. Fontaine, J. B. Herring, H.'R. 
. Miller, R. W. Fl lournog, 
Rankin—Wm. Denson. 
Sunflower=E. P. Jones. | E 
Simpson—W. J. Douglas, O 
Bmith--W, Thompson, Eo 


$ 
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Scott —O. W. Taylor. 

Tallahatchie—A... Pattison. 

Tishomingo—A. E. Reynolds, W. W. Bonds, X. 

P. Young, J. A. Blair, 

Tunica—A. Miller. 

Tüppah-—O. Davis, J. H. Berry, J. S. Davis, 
D. B. Wri ight. 

Washington—J. $. Yerger. 

Wilkinson—A. Q. Holt. 

Woayne—W. J. Eckford. 3 

IVarren—W. Brooke, T. A. Marshall. 

Winston—J. Kennedy, W. S. Bolling. 

Yallobusha—F. M. Aldr idge, W. R. Barksdale. 

Yazoo—H. Vaughan, G. B. Wilkinson. 


CHAPTER IL: 


AN ORDIN ANCE to regulate the Military Bon of the 
4 State of Mississippi. 


ES unos 1. Be it ordained 3 the people of the 
o State of Mississippi in ee aA. That 
one division of Volunteers be as early as practica- 
bie enlisted and mustered into service by order of 
the Military Board hereinafter constituted, to serve . 
antil discharged as hereinafter provided, and to 
consist of four brigades; each brigade to be com- 
posed of two regiments, and each regiment of ten 
companies of infantry, or riflemen, and each com- 
pany of.notless than forty-eight, nor more than 
one hundred men, and also not exceeding ten com- 
panies of cavalry of not less than fifty men each, 
and not exceedine ten companies of artillery of not 
less than sixty men each, and that the volunteers so 
enlisted shall not be subject in any manner to the 
officets of the militia. — . 
Infantry, SEC. 2. That the eight Regiments of Infantry 
how rared or Riflemen shall be raised as follows, to-wit: 
First Regiment from the counties of DeSoto 
Marshall, Tunica, Coahoma, Panola, and Lafayette. 
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Second Regiment from the coúnties of Tippah, 
Tishomingo, Pontotoc and Itawamba. 

Third Regiment from Bolivar, Sunflower, Wash- 
ington, Issaquena, Yazoo, Warren, Claiborne and 
Jefferson. MEM D MEN 

Fourth Regiment from Yallobasha, Calhoun, Gar- 
roll, Choctaw, Holmes, Attala and Tallahatchie. 

Fifth Regiment from. Chickasaw, Monroe, . Ok- 
tibbeha, Lowndes, Winston, Noxubee, Neshoba and 
Kemper. DLE : 

Sixth Regiment from Mádison;..Leake, Scott, 

Hinds, Rankin, Copiah and Simpson.  * ve 

Seventh Regiments from Adams, Franklin, Law-: ~ 
rence, Wilkinson, Amite, Pike, Covington and. Ma- 
rion. | | ae 
Eighth Regiment from ‘Newton, Lauderdale, 

"mith, Jasper, Clarke, Jones, Wayne, Perry; Greene, 
Harrison, Jackson and Hancock. s 

And the Companies of Cavalry and Artillery °; . 
shall be raised indiscriminately from the State at h Cavalry, 
large, and in case any of the Regimental Districts as ^" 1979 
aforesaid shall fail to furnish ten Companies, the 
Military Board are hereby authorized to raise from 
other portions of the State, Companies sufficient to 
fte such Regiment. | | 

SEC. 8. That there shall be one Major-General Ofofficers. 
and four Brigadier-Generals of Volunteers, to be 
elected each in succession by this Convention. One . 
Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel, one Major for 
each Regiment, one Captain and three Lientenants 
for each Company, who shall be elected by a:major- `. 
ity of the Volunteers within their respective com- 
mands, asd that the Division, Brigade, and Regi- 
mental Officers shall appoint their own Staffs, and 
each Captain shall appoint as many. Sergeants and . 
Corporals as may be necessary...) .. Feo | 

Sec. 4, That all officers of Volunteers of equal Of rank. 
grade shall take rank and precedence accordiug to 
priority of election which shall be e¢jgenced by the 
priority of commission, to be issued by the. Gover- 
nor of the State to all officers elected, as heretofore 
provided and to their staff. . Uo v eia 

SEC. 5, That the Volunteers after being mus- Qe fur. 
tered into service as provided for in the first sec- lough. 
tion of this ordinance shall be considered as on = ' 


4 
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furlough, subject however to be drilled at sud 
times and places within their respective counties a 
their company officers may order, until called ou 
for drill or actual service by their Major-General 
who, when ordered by the Governor, shall hay 
power and authority to order all or any portion ql 
said Volunteers or their officers out for drill at any 
time and to any place subject to: the limitation; 
hereinafter provided. 
Of Militi. , SEC. 0. That the Governor of the State, ex-ofi 
ry Board. Clo, the Major-General, and Brigadier-General 
elected as heretofore provided, shall constitute a 
Military Board; any three of whom shall be a quo. 
rum, to be assembled on the call of.the Governor, 
and said board shall have power and authority 
To make all needful rules and regulations not 
Powers of contrary to law, for the government and disciplina 
Board. of the Volunteers, including articles of war, subject 
to the approval of the Convention or of the Sta 
Legislature after this Convention shall have finally 
adjourned. i 
To prescribe the uniform arms and equipment; 
of the Volunteers ; Provided, that the Cofhpanie 
‘now, organized if mustered into service, shall 
be permitted to retain the arms and uniforms whic 
they have adopted. 
To order the number and rank of Division, Brig 
ade and Regimental Staff. - 
To organize Engineers, Ordnance, Quarter-Mas 
ter, Commissary, Medical and Pay Department, an 
to appoint the officers thereof and designate thei 
rank. . wo 
To organize the Regiments into Brigades, andt 
assign the Brigadiers to their commands. - 
To determine how the Cavalry and Artiller 
Companies shall be disposed of, and, if they deer 
it necessarg, to order the election of field officer 
for said corps; Provided, that the Major-Genera 
when in actual service may at any time alter th 
disposition of troops as he may deem fit. — 
To order the time and mode of electing all ofi 
cers to be chosen by the Volunteers and makin 
. returns thereof. - i Cou t aA 
And to have entire control over all the arms ani 
military property of the State, until otherwise 4 


t 
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dered: by the Convention or by the State Legisla- 
ture after the Convention shall have finally ad- 
journed. 

SEC. T. That the officers enlisted under this Compen- 
ordinance when in actual service or when on drillsation of 
by order of the Major-General, shall receive ihe officers. 
same compensation as is now provided and allowed 
by law to the officers of the United States Army ; 
that the pay of privatestand non-commissioned off- Opes 
cers shall be sixteen dollars per month, together P"? 7 
with the rations and clothing allowed in said army, ¢ o mmis- 
until the Southern Confederacy is formed ; after sioned of- 
which time both the officers and men shall receive ficers. 
such pay as may be allowed to the officers and men 
of the army of said Southern Confederacy ; but 
before the Volunteers are called into actual service, 
except while on drill, as aforesaid, no officer or 
private.shall receive any compensation, except that 
now allowed by law to volunteers ; Provided, the 
members of the Military Board except the Gover- Of Milita- 
nor, be allowed four dollars per day, when actually ry Board. 
engaged in the duties of said Board. 

SEC. 8. Thatin case any vacancy shall occur Of vacan- 

in any office below that of Brigadier-General, the “15 
vacancy shall be supplied as the office was original- 
ly filled. Any vacancy is the office of Brigadier- 
General shall be filled by the appointment of the 
Major-General, and a vacancy in the office of 
Major-General, shall be filled by the appointment 
of the Governor «the appointment of each being 
subject to the approval of the State Senate. 

SEC. 9. That all Volunteers enlisted under this Ofexemp- 
ordinance shall be allowed such exemptions and tions. 
compensation as. are now allowed by law to the 
Volunteers in the manner now prescribed, and also 
. be exempt from poll tax, and shall be entitled to 
“their discharge when friendly- relations shall be . 
established by treaty or otherwise between the 
State of Mississippi, or any Confederacy of which 
she is a member, and the non-seceding States of the 
late Federal Union ; Provided, that said Volun- 
`- teers shall not be required to serve more than one 
` year after being called into actual sérvice.. ^. * pr of 
 'SmgC. 10. "That all such officers and privates as dicobled 
may be disabled while in actual service, before the volunteers 
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‘formation of a Southern Confederacy, shall be enti- 
tled to one year's pay. after their discharge from 
the service, and the widows of those who shall be 
. killed in the service shall also receive for one year, 
the compensation that their husbands would be 
entitled to if living. P x 
SEC. 11. That all parts of the Constitution, all 
acts and all laws in conflict with this ordinanee, 
and so much of the Constitution as may limit the 
right of any Volunteers from electing their own 
field officers in any manner prescribed by the Leg- 
islature, be and the same are hereby abrogated and 
annulled. Í ; 
This ordi DEC. 12. That this ordinance shall take effect 
na'ce, how 20d be in force from and after its passage, antl con- 
altered. tinue in operation until changed, altered or amend- 
ed by this Convention, or the State Legislature 
after this Convention shall have finally adjourned. 
Adopted, January 23d, 1861. | 


CHAPTER III. 


AN ORDINANCE to raige means for the defense ofthe 
State. .— &U 


The people of. Mississippi, in Convention assembled, 
do declare and ordain, as follows, to-wit: — 


Section 1. That it shall be the duty of the Tax 

Tax how Collectors of the several counties in this State 
colleeted. forthwith, after the passage of this ordinance, to 
collect, in the manner now provided by law for the 
collection of other taxes, from every. tax payer in 

his county, an additional special State tax of fifty 

per centum on the regular State tax of such tax 

payer, and also a tax from every inhabitant of this 

State of three-tenths per centum upon all money 

owned or controlled by such inhabitant, and depos- 

ited, loaned or employed in the purehase of notes, 

bills, stocks, or vieni ped for the payment of 

money, without the limits of this State, or kept from 
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use and circulation within the same, at any time 
during the fiscal year, and to pay the same into the 
State Treasury, subject to all the laws, restrictions 
and penalties that apply to and regulate the col- 
lection. and payment of other State taxes; and the Taxes to. 
money so collected shall constitute a Military Fund, constitute, 
and a separate account thereof shall be kept by the what. 
Auditor and Treasurer, and the same shall be dis- 
" bursed by warrant issucd on the order.of the 
Governor, and shall be applied by the Governor to 
such purposes of defense and military service of the 
State as may be authorized by law, this Convention, 
or the Legislature: Provided, That the money 
invested in the loan to the State, authorized by the Of exemp- 
second section of this ordinance shall be. exempt tion from 
from all taxes, whether the same be State, county, tax. 
municipal, special, school or military : And provided, 
further, That money temporarily deposited without 
the limits of this State or kept from use and circu- 
lation within the same, in contemplation of use, 
other than for loan or employment in the purchase 
of stocks, bonds, bills, or other evidences of debt 
or permanent deposit without the limits of this 
State shall be exempt from said tax of three-tenths 
per centum : dad provided, further, That the Boards. 
of Police of such counties as shall have a surplus 
of money in their respective county treasuries sha 
be authorized to apply such surplus money by caus- 
ing the same to he paid to the proper tax collector 
in or towards the discharge of said tax of fifty per 
centum in their respective counties. " 
Sec. 2. That the Governor be authorized to Certif- 
cause certificates of loan or treasury notes, to becates of - 
prepared, signed and issued, in such sums as may he loan how 
applied for by persons desiring to loan money to 59" — — 
the State, to an amount not exceeding in theaggre- . ` 
gate the sum of one miltion.of dollars, one-third 
thereof to.be redeemable in one year, one-third in 
two years, and one-third in three years from the 
first day of June,.A. D. 1861, bearing interest at. 
ten per cent, per annum from date, and the Gover- ` 
nor shall issue the same, from time to time, as the 
public exigencies may require, to such persons as- 
may desire to loan money tó the State théreon, and 
if necessary, he may adopt such means as he may 
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deem expedient to afford the people of the several 
counties an opportunity to participate in the loan 

hereby proposed. 
SEC. 3. That the said certificates or notes, shall 
Validity be signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by 
of certifi- the Auditor, and the faith of the State is hereby 
cates. ^ pledged for the redemption of the same, and no law 
Shall be passed to impair their validity and obli- 


.. gation. 

Certif- Spo. 4. That the said certificates or notes shall 
vieron be negotiable, and shall be receivable in payment 
ceivable, Of any money due to the State in any fiscal year in 

which they may severally fall due, and any officer 

receiving tho same in payment of public dues, shall 

endorse on one of them the date of such receipt 

and the amount of interest allowed thereon in such 

payment, and shall sien his name thereto, and the 

Collector Wtterest upon such certificates or notes shall cease 

duty of, from that date; and it shall be the duty of each 

tax collector who shall have on hand any money 

collected under the provisions of this ordinance to 

receive and pay any treasury notes, certificate of 

loan issued in pursuance of this ordinance and 

which shall be payable at the end of the fiscal year 

for which the tax in the hands of the assessor was 

collected ; and if any tax collector, having suffi- 

cient money on hand arising from said tax, shall 

refuse to pay any certificate or note as aforesaid, to 

the holder, on presentation and demand thereof, he 

shall be liable to the holder thereof in a sum equal 

to the amount of the said note or certificate to be 

- recovered on an execution in any court having 
jurisdiction thereof, 

Treasurer SEC. 5. That the Treasurer and Auditor shall 

and Audi- keep separate, full and accurate accounts of the 

ton duty number, date ånd amount of each of said certificates 

or notes, signed and countersigned by them respec- 

tively, and they shall kcep similar accounts of all 

the said certificates or notes redeemed, as the same 

shall be returned and cancelled. "They shall also 

make annual statements of the amount of said cer- 

tificates or notes, signed and countersigned as 

aforesaid, and of the amount thereof that may have - 

been redeemed, and shall furnish such accounts to 

the Governor, who may cause the same to be pub- 

lished, and shall lay the same before the Legislature, 
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Suc. 6. That the money. raised upon the said ;:- Money 
certificates and notes shall be paid into the Treasury how paid 
of the State, and shall constitute a part of the!" 
Military Fund, and shall be applied to the, defense 

and military service of the State ih the manner . 
directed in the first section of this ordinance. <. — 

_ Bxo...7. Thatit'shall be.the duty of the tax 
collectors of the several counties in- this State, im Tax in 
every yéar commencing with the fiscal year begin- May col- 
ning on the first day of May next to - collect from lected. 
every tax payer in his-county, in the manner county 

taxes are. required to.be collected, an additional 

special State tax the.same.asis provided in the 

first section of this ordinance, and to pay. the same 

into the State Treasury, subject to the same laws, ] 
restrictions and penalties that apply to and regulate . .... 
the collection and payment of other State taxes; 

and the amount of such special tax, shall eonstitüte 

a special fund for the redemption of the princial - | 
and interest of the. certificates. and notes, to. be 

issued in pursuance of this ordinance, and shall be Tax how 
faithfully applied-to that purpose, und the said tax applied. 
shall be irrepealable bythe Legislature, until:such , ., , 
certificates and notes shall be fully paid and satis ": ^^ . 
fied, ab-which time the collection of seid tax shal "+ 


cease. and determine: Provided, however,: That if Tax when 


' on: the first: day.of December, in the-present, or any © ease. 


subsequent year, it shall. appear that so large an 
amount of tax asis contemplated by this ordinance 
will: not be required. to pay the. prineipal and 
interest of said certificates and notes falling due and 
properly payable out of the tax of that fiscal year, 
itis hereby made the duty of the Governor, by 
proclamation directed to the tax collectors of every 
county, to: reduce the said tax to an amount suffi- 
cient to pay such certificates and notes so falling 
due and payable, and to ‘direct the. collection of a 


smaller percentage on the State tax; and when 


the certificates and notes authorized by this .ordi- 
nance shall be fully .paid, the Governor, by like 
proclamation, shall direct the collection of. such tax 
to be discontinued. | te «e 4. dd 
Seo. 8. That it shall be the duty of the tax 


- collectors when collecting the taxes levied by this 


prdinsnce until the assessor shell make other: 
2 0-2 | P 
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Money, assessments of personalty, to assess the said tax 
ed ent ot of three-tenths of one per cent. upon all money 
tobe tagg OWREd or controlled by the inhabitants of this 

State and deposited, loaned or DUO in the 
purehase of notes, bills, bonds, stocks, mortgages 
or any securities for the payment of money. without 
the limits of this State, or kept frorn use and cireu- 
lation within the same at any time during the fiscal 
year, and to reqúire such inhabitants-to give'in 
the said assessment under oath; to be administered 
by said tax collectors, and to return one copy of 
Said assessment to the Board of .Police of the 
proper eounty and one to the Auditor of Public 
Accounts, and should such inhabitant fail or refuse 
to give in said assessment the said collectors shall 

Fees of levy and collect from such inhabitant the sum of 

collector. five thousand dollars : Provided, That the tax col- 
lectors shall receive for their compensation for 
collecting the taxes raised by this ordinance three 
per centum upon the mount collected from the tax 
payers, and nothing for receiving the amounts that 
shall be paid by- the Board of Police in discharge 
of the said tax of fifty per centum. — 
Oath re- . SEC. 9. That each assessor of taxes in this 
quired. State in all subsequent. assessments for taxes, until 
| said treasury notes aré paid, shall require each 
inhabitant of his county, to render on oath, to be 
by him administered, thé amount of money owned ' 
or controlled by him, and. deposited, loaned or 
employed in the purchase of notes, bills, bonds, 
stocks, mortgages or any securities for*the payment 
of money without the limits of this State, or képt 
from use and circulation . within the same, at any 
time düring the fiscal year as aforesaid, and should 
said tax payer fail or refuse to.rendér said amount 
or take said oath,- then ‘said ‘assessor shall assess 
against him' or her, the sum of five thousanddollars, 
as taxes for money déposited; loaned: or: employed 
without the State or kept from use and circulation 
within the same: as aforesaid, and which sum so 
assessed shall be collected and paid over as other 
taxes are to be collected and paid over -as herein- 
before provided. . "ICA a 
“Sue, 10. That when any of the said certificates 
or notes shall fall due,:it shall: be the duty:of the 
“Auditor to issue his warrant in favor of the holder 
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upon take up and cancel such certificates or notes, aa 
and shall endorse thereon. the amount of interest tete ^" 


CES- 


sixty days from the date of the publication of such 
notice. 

SEC, ll. That the sum of twenty-five hundred ge 
dollars is hereby set aside from any money in the cates can- 
State Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, to celled, 
defray the expense of engraving, issuing and nego- when. 
tiating said certificates or notes. The Auditor 
shall issue his warrant for such sum within said 
maximum as' the Governor may certify as necessary 
to be supplied for engraving, and while the com- 
pensation for negotiating and labor performed by ' 
the agents of this State shall be fixed by the Legis- 
lature, the same not to excetd the appropriation. = 

SEC. 12. Be it further ordained, That imme- Collector's 
diately on the passage of this ordinance, each bond. 
sheriff or tax collector in this State.shall execute a 
bond, with good security, payable to the State, and 
in a penalty equal to the present State tax of his 
county and conditioned for the due. and faithful 
performance of the duties imposed on him by this, . 
ordinance—which said bond shall be approved, 
filed and recorded in the same manner as sheriffs’. 
bonds are now required by law to.be. approved, 
filed and recorded.’ Zu HEP 

Sec. 193. Bé it further ordained, That if any 
sheriff shall fail to execute said bond with security 
as provided in the last preceding section of this 
ordinanee by the 1st day of March next, his office 
shall thereby become vacated and the’ vacancy 
thereby occasioned shall be filled as other vacancies. 
in the office of sheriff ‘are now required by-law to. 
befilled, s 7 A 

Suc. 14. Bé it further ordained, Tta the tax 
now imposed by the present revenue law on. money.. 
cee ls beso amended or consirúed ás , 

aue 6 y : , 
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to include all money used or that may have been 
. used or-employed by being loaned at interest or in 
the pürchase of notes, bills of exchange, bonds or 
othér'securities during the past fiscal year, and the 
parties so interrogated shall answer under oath, 
to be ‘administered by the tax collector, and all 
money so used or employed, not heretofore assessed 
as money loaned at interest shall be taxed three- 
tenths of one per cent. 
Adopted, J anuary 26, 1801. 


CHAPTER IV. 


THe STATE or MISSISSIPPI : 

Ata Convention of the people of the State of 
Mississippi, began and holden at Jackson, in said 
State, in the year of our:Lord 1861. ^^. 


Resolutions to provide for the formation of a Southern 
` Confederacy. 


We the people of Mississippi in ‘Convention. o assem- 
dep declare and resolve and it is hereby declared 


and resolved : 


First, That. this Convention will, immediately 

Delegates after the: passage of: this ordinance, proceed to the 
to be elec- election, by ballot, of seven Delegates, whose duty 

it shall be when elected to represent the State of 
Mississippi in a Convention of those States which 
have seceded, or which may hereafter secede, from 
the Government formerly known as. the United 
States of America. 

Place of Second, That this Convention receives and adopts 
holding the suggestion, that the Convention hereby con- 
conven. templated, shall meet and hold its, sessions in the 

city of Montgomery and the State of Alabama, 
arid that the time for said meeting shall be the 1st 
Monday.and the 4th day of February, 1861. 
Third, That this Convention accept the-sug- 
gestion that each of the. States seceding from the 


E 
y 
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Government of the United States and concurring Apppoint- 
in the formation of a Southern Confederacy by ment of 
said Convention, shall be entitled to one vote in Pelegates. 
the said Convention upos all questions which may 
be acted upon. therein, and that each State send as 
many Delegates to said Convention as are equal iu 
number to the number of Senators and Representa- 
tives to which it was entitled in the «Congress of 
^ the United States. l 
Fourth, That the said Delegates Le authorized Form of 

to provide for the-formation of Provisional Govern- Govern- 
ment for the States represented in said Convention, ment. 
to be organized and put in operation as speedily as 
possible, to submit to the said Convention the 
Constitution of the United State: of America as 
a basis of such Provisional Government, and to 
provide in the plan of said Provisional Govern- 
ment, or otherwise, that as early as conveniently 
and properly may be, a Convention of the. States 
forming such Government and such other States as 
may have seceded and may then desire to attach 
themselves thereto, shall be assembled to revise the 
.. Constitution and Plan of Government so established, 

propose amendments and alterations therein, and 
adopt a Permanent Plan of Government for such 
States to be ‘submitted for ratification to Conven- | 
tions of the several States represented therein, and 
to be composed of Delegates elected by the people 
of said States in such manner as the said Conven- 
tion or the Legislatures of the several States may 
prescribe, and that the said Provisional Govern- 
ment shall continue until the said Permanent Plan 
of Government shall be adopted and established. 

Fifth. That in case the said Convention to’ be 
assem bled at Montgomery, as contemplated in the Patif 
second of the preceding resolutions, shall proceed , ; Rs bes 
to consider and adopt a Constitution or Plan for a Govern- 
Permanent Government, -establishing a Southern ment. 
Confederacy betweén the States represented therein, 
then such Constitution or Plan shall be referred to 
to this Convention for its action: Provided, That 
if this Convention shall then have ‘adjourned sine 
die, the said. Constitution or Plan shall be referred. 

to the Pur this State for ratification im such ' 


AW & 
" E 
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manner as the said Convention at Montgomery 
. * shall prescribe. .- 

Sixth, That in the event the Convention of 
seceding States shall not for any cause assemble at 
the time and place indieated by these resolutions, 
then the Delegates appointed by this .Convention 
shall be and they are hereby ‘accredited to any 
Convention of seceding States which may meet at 
any other time and place and having for its object 
the formation of a Southern Confederacy. 

Adopted, January 22, 1861. 


CHAPTER V. : 


AN ORDINANCE supplemental to an ordinance entitled 
'* An ordinance concerning the jurisdiction and property of 
the United States of America in the State of Mississippi, 
passed on the day of January, 1861. 


Duty of The people of the State of Mississippi in Con, 
Receiver. Vention assembled, declare and ordain and: tt is 
hereby declared and ordained, That until otherwise 
provided by this Convention, or the Legislature, the 

sale and entry of waste and unappropriated lands 

in this State be and the same are hereby suspended, 

and that the Registers and Receivers of the several 

land offices, in this State be and they are hereby. 
authorized and required to perform all the duties of 

said. offices in other respects according to the rules 

and restrictions heretofore existing under the laws 

of the said United States, and in case of the death 
orrefusal of any of said officers to perform said dutes, 

the Governor is hereby empowered to appoint 
suitable persons to perform the same: Provided, 

That nothing herein contained shall impair the 

right of any person having title to pre-emption-— 
according to the laws of the United States in force. 

ou the 9th day oí January, 1861.. >. DEM 

Adopted, January 26,3961. — 


+ 
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OHAPTER VI. 


^ AN ORDINACE to ppropriate money to pay the current 
expenses of the Convention not provided for by lew. 


Be it ordained by the people of the Státe of. Mis. 
sissippi in Convention assembled, That the Auditor 
of the State of Mississippi shall issue his warrant 
on the State Treasury for the following accounts, 
to be-paid_out of any money not otherwise appro- 
priated, which shall bein full of said. accounts, 
to-wit : 

T. A. Pope, Secretary, for purchase of 


four sheets of parchment..:............ $ 6 50 
C., R. Dickson, Postmaster........... 108 45 
J, Harvey, & Co.,forframe and glass for . ' 

ordinance ..... PETEA EEOAE E 9 50 
O. A. Moore.......... PE 2 10 00 
John Cleveland..............L Leu... 6 00 
AES o ossues sh. Sin aciouare Rd 1 50 
Trustee of Concert Hall, for work by | 

order of the Coventi0M................. 76 00 
A. Reed, (negro) for attendance, &c.... . 40. 00 

. Negro Isaac for attention, &c......... 48 00 . 
Jackson Gas-Light Compeny......... 1 50 
Hire boy Frank vasca das 8 00 
Samuel Pool for expences Tung up . 

Masonio Hall... ovo ec tees: ome 15 00 
For hire negro dacob................ 15 00 
E. Barksdale for printing......... 950 00 
D. Flannerry for telegraphio dispatches - 

by.order of the-Convention,...... coso.” 118 40 
To Masonic fraternity of the city of 


Jackson for use of Hal................. .50 00 
EXC i n ue 26, 1861. JEN a 


* " 2 


UR 
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CHAPTER VII. 


AN ORDINANCE to authorize the Governor to borrow a 
sufficient amount of money to defray the expenses of the 
troops of this State now in the field. 


The. people of Mississippi in Convention assem- 
bled a | ae a 18 her ordained, That the 
Governor’ be empowered to borrow a sufficient 
amount of money to defray the expenses of the 
troops of this State now in the field, and to secure ` 
such loan, the Auditor of Public Accounts’be, and 
is hereby required, to issue his drafts or warrants 
on the Sheriffs of any’ of the several counties of 


- this State, which warrants so drawn shall be paid 


by the said Sheriffs out of any State taxes in their 

hands collected for the present fiscal yéar or 

received by them for. the State taxes of any person 

presenting the same: Provided, however, That not 

more than ten thousand dollars of such warrants 

shall be drawn. | 
Adopted, January 26, 1861. 


OHAPTER VIII. 


> 


AN ORDINANCE to amend the Constitution of the State 
of Mississippi in certain particulars. - 

The people of the State of Mississippi in Conven 
tion assembled, do declare and ordain;~and it is 
hereby declared. and. ordained, that the Constitu- 

: tion of the said State be amended and altered in 
the folowing particulars, to-wit : 


1st. That the words “the United States” where 
they occur in the first section of the third article of . 
the said Constitution, be stricken*out. . 

2nd. That the words “the United States” in the 
seventh section of the third article of the said Con- 


stitution, be stricken out. m 
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3rd. That the words “the United States” in the 
fourteenth section of the third article. of the: said 
Constitution, be stricken. out. "m 

4th. "That the words “the United States, or” Di in 
the twenty-séventh ‘section of the third article of 
the said Constitution, be stricken out. : di 

5th. That ihe words "the. United States for " 
twenty years" in the third section of the fifth arti +, 
cle of the said Constitution, be stricken out; and 
the word “and” inserted instead of the words 80 
stricken out. s 

6th.: That the words “except when they shall be 
called into the service of the United States" in tlie 
fifth section of the fifth article of the said Consti- 
tution, be stricken out. 

Tth. That the words “not incompatible with 
the Constitution and laws of the United States in 
relation thereto,” in the first section, under the title . 
“militia” in the said Constitution, be stricken out. 

8th. That the words “the Constitution of the 
United States and” in the first section of the sev- 
enth article of the said Constitution, be stricken 
out: 

9th. That the wor ds ' ‘or of the United States” 
in the eleventh section of the seventh article of the 
said Constitution, be stricken out.  ' 

10th. That the words “the United. States (the 
office of Post-Master excepted) or any other State 
of the Union, or under,” in the thirteenth section 
of the seventh article of the said ‘Constitution, be - 
stricken out. 

lith. That the ninth section of the OMA arti- 
cle of the said- Constitution be amended by adding 
thereto the following additional proviso, to-wit: Additional 

And provided further, That the Legislature may Proviso. 
raise a loan of money and pledge the faith of the 
State for the payment: thereof, when required to 
suppress insurrections, repel invasions, OF provide 

for the defense of the State, ` 
. 12th. That the words “or member of Congress” 
in the first section of the third article of the co 
` Constitution, be stricken ‘out. - 

18th. “Phat the words "meritbers of Congr ess; 
nor any" ‘in the thirteenth section of article seven 
of said. Constitution, be stricken out | . 


TP» 
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14th. That the words ‘Representatives in Con- 
gress and” in amendment fifth, to the said Consti- 
tution, inserted by act of the Legislature; approved 
February the 2nd, 1856, be stricken out. — ,  - 
Additional] 15th. That the Legislature shall have power to 
section, fix the time of holding all elections, and may ad- 
. just the terms of office to conform to any changes 
~ hereafter to be made; and may fix the time for the 
commencement of its biennial sessions.. 
Additional 16th. Be it ordained and declared, and iis 
section. hereby ordained and declared, That if any part of 
the present Constitution of the State of Mississippi 
shall be in conflict with any ordinance passed by 
this Conventior, such part of said ‘Constitution 
shall be held to be abrogated and annulled to the 
extent of such conflict, but no further. & 
. ~ Adopted, January 26th, 1861. 


CHAPTER IX. 


AN ORDINANCE to provide for Postal arrangements in 
Mississippi. 


WHERBAS, It is proper and necessary to avoid as 
far as practicable any disturbance of existing ar- 
rangements and contracts for carrying, deliver- 
ing and distributing the mails; therefore, — 
SECTION 1. The people of Mississippi in Con- 

vention assembled do ordain and declare, and 4t is 

hereby ordained and. declared, That all. laws, con- 
tracts and regulations made by the authority of the 

United States for carrying, delivering and distrib- 

uting the mails, and for the protection. thereof 

against depredations, which were subsisting and in 
force at the date of an ordinance adopted. by: the 
people of Mississippi, in Convention assembled, on: 
the ninth day of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-one, entitled, “an. ordinanee to dis- 
solve the Union between the State:of- Mississippi 
and the States united with her under: the eotipact ` 
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entitled, ‘The Constitution of the United States of 
Añrerica? ”. be and the same are hereby. continued 
in full force and effect so far as they are not incom- 
patible with the terms and intent of said ordinance, 
or with the provisions hereinafter made; and - per- 
sons.charged with the duties imposed by said con- 
tracts and regulations, shall continue to discharge 
the same, and all violations of the penal laws áfore- 


said, shall be prosecuted in the name and hy the ` 


authority of the State of Mississippi, in the Courts 
of said State having jurisdiction of crimes and 
misdemeanors, in the same manner as other prose- 
cutions are now conducted and determined by the 
laws of this State. ^. uns 

Sec. 2. Be it. further ordained, That this ordi- 
nance shall take effect from and after its passage, 
and shall continue in force until repealed by this 
Convention, or superseded by such laws, or trea- 
ties, as may be adopted, or assented to, for that 
purpose by the State of Mississippi. | 

Adopted; January 14th, 1861. — 


CHAPTER X. 


AN ORDINANCE further to provide for Postal arrange- . 


. -ments in Mississippi. 


SECTION 1l.- Be it ordained by the people of Mis- 
sissippi in Convention assembled, That the office of 
Post-Master-General of Mississippi be, and the same 
is hereby created and established, and that in the 


event of the suspension: or interruption of existing. 


Postal arrangements in this State, the Governor of 
this State and his Council be, and they are hereby 
empowered to elect or appoint a Post-Master-Gen- 
eral, with a salary at the rate of twenty-five, hun- 
dred dollars per annum, who shall, by virtue of his 
office, be constituted a member of said Executive 
Council, and shall enter into bond with security to 
be dad by the Governor, in the penalty of 


139 
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Power of 
Post-mas- 
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fifty thousand dollars payable to the State of Mis- 
sissippi, and. conditioned for the faithful diseharge 
of the duties of his office, which: bond shall be de- 
posited in the office of Secretary of State, and may 
be sued upon as other official bonds in any of the 
Courts of this State having jurisdiction thereof. 
SEC. 2. Bert further ordained, That the said 
Post-Master-General, after he shall have qual- 


ter-Gene’] ified: as aforesaid, have full power and authority 


by, and. with the consent of the Governor and his 
Council, to increase the rate of postage to an 
amount not exceeding quintuple the present rate, . 
to preseribe suitable stamps for the pre-payment of 
postage, to appoint and remove Post-Masters,. and 


. to make all contracts and arrangements which may 


ae 


Postal ex- 


be necessary: in the contingency contemplated in 
the first section of this ordinance, for carrying, 
delivering and distributing the mails in this State, 
which provisions and regulations shall remain in 
full force until suspended -by this Convention, or by 
the action of such government as may be organ- 
ized by Mississippi and the other seceding States, 
and all laws passed and regulations made by the 
authority of the United States, which are in con- 
flict therewith, are hereby repealed and annulled. 

SEC. 8. Bett further ordained, That in order 


pen's, howto carry this ordinance into effect, the said Post- 


paid. 


Funds, 
how de- 
posited. 


Master-General be, and he is hereby empowered to 
employ any money in the Treasury. or other funds 
of the State to an amount not exceeding the sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars, and the Auditor of . 
Public Accounts shall, upon the written order of 
said Post-Master-General, approved by the Gover- 
nor, issue his warrant on the Treasury in favor of 
said Post-Master-General, for such sum as may be 
named in such order; Provided, the aggregate 
amount of such warrants shall not exceed the said 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars. ` 
- Sec. 4, - Be et: further ordained, That all mon- 
eys-received and accruing from the Postal Depart- 
ment in this State, in the contingency aforesaid,for 
postage or otherwise, shall be collected by said 
Post-Master-General, and shall be deposited by 
him in the Treasury of this State and placed to the 
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credit. of the Postal Department, and a separate 
account thereof shall be kept by the Treasurer. . 


"Adopted, January 26th, 1861... 


Lj 
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* - CHAPTER XI. 


RESOLUTIONS to provide for the representation of the 
Statė of Mississippi in the Congress of & Southern Con- 


federacy. 


. * 


Resolwed by the people of Mississippi in Convention 
assembled, as follows, to-wit: a ' 

SECTION 1. * That Jefferson Davis and AlbertOf Sena- 
G. Brown be, and they are hereby appointed, Sena- tors. 
iors, to represent the State of Mississippi in .the 
Senatorial branch of any Congress, or other Legis- . 
lative body, of any Confederacy or Government to 
be formed between: the State of Miisissippi and 
other States, as contemplated by the actión of this 
Convention; and that they hold their office until 
the end of the next. regular or called session of the 
Legislature, when their successors shall be chosen 

in the manner now provided. by-law for the election 
. of Senators in thé Congress of the United States ; 
and should any vacancy occur in the meantime, the . 
Governor shall make an appointment to fill such 
vacancy... Won — ; 

Sec. 9. That Reuben Davis; ‘Lucius Q. C..La- Of Repre- 
mar, William Barksdale; Otho R. Singleton and sentatives 
John J. McRae, be, and they are hereby appointed 
Representatives of the State of Mississippi, in the 
Representative branch of any Congress, or other 
Legislative body, of any. Confederacy or Govern- 
ment to be formed between the State of Mississippi 
and other States, as contemplated by the-action of 
this Convention; and that they hold their office 
until superceded by election to be held in the man- 
ner hereinafter provided, and if a vacancy shall 
happen, or if the State shall be entitled to more 
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than five Representatives, such vacancy, or deficien- 
cy shall be filled for the unexpired term, by a spe- 
cial election; to be ordered, conducted and returned, 
in the manner directed by law for filling vacancies 
in any State office. 

SEC. 3. That an election shall be held, at the 
ry mad time of holding the next regular State election, for. 
how M the number of Representatives to which this State 
ted. may be entitled in the' Congress of any new Con- 

federacy or Government of which the State may 
become a member, to hold for such term as the 
Constitution of such Confederacy may prescribe ; 
if entitled to.five Representatives, the election 
shall be by Districts as now established by law, 
but if the number of Representatives to which the 
State is entitled be increased above five, then one : 
shall be chosen in each District as now organized, 
and the additional number shall be chosen by the 
election of the State at large, and if the number of 

- * Representatives be diminished, then the whole 
number shall be chosen by the electors of the State 
at large, but the Legislature may in the meantime 

* reorganize the said Districts, and increase or dimin- 
ish the same, if necessary, and the election shall be - 
held accordingly. 

Sec. 4. That all laws providing for the election 
of Sendtors and Representatives in the Congress of 
the United States, are hereby annulled so far as 
they authorize the election of Senators or Repre- 
sentatives in the said Congress, but such Jaws shall 
continue in force so far as to authorize and regulate 

- the election of Senators and Representatives in the 
Congress of any new Confederacy or Government 
. of which this State may become a member. -* 
Adopted, January 26th, 1861. 


UE TENE 
ORDINANCES OF MISSISSIPPI, 
CHAPTER XII. 
AN ORDINANCE providing à permanent council of three 
for the Governor of this State. - 

_ The people of the State of Mississippi in Conven- 
tion assembled, declare and ordain, ond. it is hereby 
declared and ordained, That there be, and is hereby 
established, a council of three persons, to be elected 
by this Convention, whose duty it shall be to ad- 
vise the Governor upon important matters of. state 
concern ; who shall continue in office until the for- 
mation of a Confederacy between this State and 
other seceding States, and receive for compensation 
zi dollars per day while actively engaged in their 

. Adopted, January 26th, 1861. - 


CHAPTER XIII. 


AN ORDINANCE to provide for «Surveys and Fortifica- 
tion of Military sites within the State of Mississippi. ` 


The people of the State of Mississippi in Conven- 
. tion assembled, do ordain and declare, and it is 
hereby ordained and. declared as follows, to-wit: 


SEomox 1. That the Military Board established - 


under the provisions of an ordinance of this Con- 
vention, entitled, “an ordinance providing for the 
military defence of the State of Mississippi, ’ shall 
cause all necessary surveys to be made of military 
sites within this State. -- > e 
. Sec. 2. That after the surveys shall have been 
made, as directed in the foregoing section hereof, 
the said Board shall report. the’ same to the Legis- 
lature, designating the fortifications necessary to be 
erected, with estimates of the costs of the same, 
and thereupon the Legislature may make such order 
in reference thereto as they may deem advisable: 
Adopted, Januaty 26, 1861, 
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ORDINANCES OF MISSISSIPPI. 
OHAPTER XIV. 


AN ORDINANCE to regulate „the right of citizenship in 
the State of Mississippi. +. 


SECTION 1, Be it ordained by the people of. the 
State.of Mississippi in Convention assembled, That 
all citizens of the United States domiciled within 
this State. on the adoption of the Ordinance :of 
Secession, viz: January 9th, 1861, be regarded as 
citizens- of Mississippi, entitled to all the rights and 
privileges, and subject to.all liabilities incident 
thereto. EM | 

Sec. 2. And be it further ordained, That all 
free white persons born within, the limits of the 
United States, or made citizens thereof by natural-, 
ization or treaty, coming into this State with intent 
to reside therein, shall become citizens of the State 
according to the constitution and laws of this State 
now in force, and as to all other persons coming 
into. this State with the intent aforesaid, the pre- ' 
sent naturalization laws of the United States shall 
apply and be in force, except that their oath of al- 
legiance shall be taken to the State of Mississippi 
instead of the United States, and that all such per- 
sons who have made their declaration of intention 
of becoming citizens of the United States in any 
of the Courts of this State, or any of the other 
States or Territories of the United States, may at 
the expiration of the time prescribed by the natu- 

“ralization laws aforesaid, perfect their naturaliza- 
tion in any of the courts of record in this State. 
Suc. 3.- And be it further ordained, That this 
ordinance shall be subject to such laws.on the sab- 
ject of naturalization as may hereafter be adopted | 
by the constitution and laws of such Confederacy 
as this State may hereafter become a member, and 
after the formation of such Confederacy, any citi- 
zen of such Confederacy may become a citizen of 
this State, according to the provisions of the pre- 
sent Constitution of this State. — | l 
Adopted, January 26th, 1861. 
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CHAPTER XV. mE 


AN ORDINANCE to RM for ‘the purchase of arms, 
munitions and military: equipments, and for other purpo- 
ses. 


Snonoy : 1. Be it ordained b the people of Mis- Ofcontets 
sissippt, in Convention ed That the Gover- 
nor and Military Board of this State be, and they 
are hereby.authorized and empowered to enter into 
any contracts, on behalf of this State; for the pur- 
chase of all arms, munitions and military equip- 
ments, which may be necessary for its defence, and 
to provide. suitable arsenals and magazines for se- - 
curing the same, and that they be also authorized 
in their discretion to purchase for this State sepa- 
rately or jointly with any other State or States all 
such machinery as may be necessary in the erection 
and completion of an armory for the manufacture 
of fire arms, and to appoint any agent or agents 
under them to carry into. effect: any of the forego- 
ing provisions. —. 

Sec. 2. And be it JURE 01 dainéd, That -all Money, " 
- suñas of money which may be expended by the said ^" P~ 
Governor and Military Board for any of the pur- 
poses mentioned in the foregoing section of this 
ordinance, shall be paid by the Treasurer of this 
State on the warrant of the Auditor to be issued 
on the requisition of the Governor, out of the fund 
to be collected by virtue of an ordinance entitled, 

“an ordinance to r aise means for the defence of the 
State.” 

Sec. 3. Be ü further or dained, That the Mili- Telegra h 
tary Board is invested with full authority, i in the m ha 
execution of the powers herein conferred, to erect, osteblis’ed 
or cause to be erected, if, in their opinion the safety 
of the publie requires it, lines of telegraph commu- 
nieation upon the Eastern bank of the Misgissippi 
river, or in such other portions of the State as the 
publie. safety, im the. opinion of said Board, may 
require. 


-Adopisd, Januar y 26th, 1861. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


AN ORDINANCE to provide for publishing the Ordinances - 


and Journalof the Convention.: 


Duty of Beti ordained by the people of Mississippi in Con- 
Secretary. vention assembled, That the Journal of this Con- 
vention shall be deposited by the Secretary, in the 
office of the Secretary of State; and the Ordinan- 
ces passed, and the said Journals shall be printed 
by the State Printer, and the style and manner pre- 
scribed by law for the publication of the laws and 
Journals of the. Legislature, except that the Ordi- 
nances and Journals shall be bound in one volume 
in the style preseribed for the binding of the laws. 
Two thousand copies of said Ordinanees and Jour- 
nals shall be published, and the Printer shall be 
allowed the same compensation as for printing the 
How dis- laws and journals of the Legislature. When print- 
tributed. ed the Secretary of State shall transmit by mail to 
each member of the Convention, one copy thereof, 
and shall distribute the residue pro rata to the 
several counties, as the laws and journals are dis- 
tributed. ° 
Adopted, January 26th, 1861. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


AN ORDINANCE concerning the jurisdiction and property 
of the United States of America in the State of Missis- 
sippi. 


The people of the State of Mississippi in Conven- 
tion assembled, declare and ordian, and 4t 4s here- 
by declared and ordained as follows, to-wit: .— 


Jursdig. SECTION 1. The title to the waste and unappro- 
tion re- Priated lands, fortifications, light-houses, hospitals, 
sumed. custom-houses and all other property owned or held 
by the said United States, within the limits of the 
State of Mississippi, on the 9th day of Jantary, 
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1861, and all jurisdiction over the same, are hercby 
resumed and vested in-the State of Mississippi. 

SEC. 2. The Legislature shall have power to Powers 9f 
pass all laws necessary for the preservation and Legislate. 
disposition of said lands, fortifications, light-houses, 
hospitals, custom-houses and other property, and 
the records pertaining to the same, or pertaining to 
lands heretofore granted or sold by the said United 
States, and may provide for the adjustment of the 
claim of the said United States thereto. . 

SEC. 3. The Legislature shall have power to of Judici. 
provide by law for the custody and preservation of ary. 
the records and judicial proceedings of the Circuit 
and District Courts of the United States in this 
State, and to prescribe the manner in which suits 
and proceedings, civil and criminal, now pending in 
said Courts, shall be tried and determined, as well 
as to prescribe the manner in which the judgments 
of said Courts, or of the. Supreme Court of the 
United States in which a citizen of this State is a 
party, remaining unexecuted, and the judgments, 4; 
mandates, and decrees of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, in cases now pending therein, in 
which a citizen of this State may be a party, shall 
bé carried into effect. ^ ` 

SEO. 4. The Judicial power of this State shall 
extend to cases of admiralty and maritime juris- 
diction, and the Legislature shall provide in what ° 
courts such jurisdiction shall be exercised. 

SEC. 5. That the late Marshals of the United Duty of 
States for the Northern and Southern Districts of Marshals. 
this State, and their assistants be, and they are 
hereby authorized and empowered to continue the 
exercise of their duties so far as it may be neces- 
sary to coniplete the census returns of the United 

States, but no further. E 
| WILLIAM S. BARRY, 
President of the Convention. 
Adopted, January 17th, 1861. 
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[CERTIFICATE.] 


This 1s to certify that the foregoing printed Ordinances 
and Resolutions adopted at a Convention of the State of 
Mississippi, holden in Jackson, in the month of January, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- . 
one, are just and true copies from the originals now on file 
in my office. 

Given under my hand and the great seal of the State of 
Mssissippi, at the city of Jackson, this 8th day of February, 
1861. C. A. BROUGHER, 

Secretary of State. 


APPENDIX. 


[DOCUMENT A.] 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, January, 12th, 1861. 


His Excettency J. J. PETTUS, 
| GOVERNOR, &C. 


Sir:—I have the honor to inform your Excellency that in 
pursuance of my appointment as Commissioner to Tennessee, 
I arrived at the Capitol of that State on the 5th inst., and 
proceeded at once to lay before His Excellency, Governor 
Harris, the evidences of, and enter upon the duties assigned 
tome in my appointment. The Legislature assembled i in 
extraordinary session on the Tth- inst. On the following day 
Governor Harris, sent in a Special message, accompanied by 

my credentials, and informing the’ bodgEihat Í was ready to 
communicate with them. ‘Thereupon a resolution was passed 
by the two houses inviting me to meet and. address them in ` 
joint convention. "That “duty I performed, and herewith 
present to your Excellency a copy of the Address I delivered 
on the occasion. J am gratified in’ being able to state that 
there is a growing patr iotie sentiment in favor of the stand 
assumed by the seceding States in resistance to the domina- 
tion of a sectional el which is about to assume the 
reins of government over the States which may consent to 
remain in the Union. ` 

I cannot doubt that the gallant and chivalrots State, of: 
Tennessee will consider that honor and duty alike réquire 
that she shall cast her lot with the States which have,.and 
will renounce allegiance to à Government no longer willing, 
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if indeed able, to afford that protection to the interests and 
institutions of the South which of right belong to them. 
I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, : | 
Your obedient servant, 


| T. J. WHARTON. 
ADDRESS. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate and of the 
House of Representatives of Tennessee :—Returning to my 
native State, after many years residence abroad, 1 am pro- 
foundly grateful for the cordial reception extended to me by 
his Excellency, the Governor, and the assembled Represen- 
tatives of the people. . 

I know, however, and am proud to acknowledge that the 
compliment is not intended for me personally, but for the 
State which I have the honor to represent on this occasion. 
In her name, and by her authority, I come to commune with 
you in reference to the fearful political crisis which has be- 


fallen our common country, in the hope that the co-operation | 
of Tennessee may be secured in the effort to preserve the. 


rights, the honor and independence of thelaveholding States 
of this Confederacy. 

I am charged, in the language of my commission, to 
inform your honorable body, and the ‘people of the State 
you represent, that the Legislature of Mississippi has passed 
an act calling a Convention of the people of the State to 
consider the present threatning relations of the Northern 
and Southern sections of the Confederacy, aggravated by 
the recent election ef a President upon principles of hostility 
to the States of the South, and to express the earnest hope 
of Mississippi that Tennessee will co-operate with her in the 
adoption of efficient measures for the common defense and 
safety of the States thus threatened. That Convention 
assembled on the 7th inst., and is now in session deliberating 
upon the’action contemplated by the Legislature in the act 
which called it into being.  — 

I am charged also to present certain resolutions adopted, 
almost without a dissenting voiée, enumerating the grievan- 
ces of which they complain, and prescribing the rémedy for 
_the same. Each of the measures thus adopted has received 
in sanction of the people, in an election held on the 20th 
ult. 


A popular majority of not less than 18,000, and a majority 
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in the Convention of from 60 to 70, have cordially endorsed 

the action of the Legislature in the premises. $ 
~ Notwithstanding the differences of opinion that exist 

amongst us as to. the character of the remedy proposed, there 
is but one sentiment as to the necessity of. prompt and effi- 
cient action. That unanimity of sentiment prevailed even 
before the recent startling events which ‘have occurred in 
South Carolina. Probably there is not in the State a man 
who does not feel that the argument is exhausted; thatt is in 
vain longer to remind the dominant majority of the North 
of their repeated violations of the Constitutional rights of 
thefSouth, of the consideration upon which the South acqui- 
esced in the compromise measures of: 1850-51, which at the 
time convulsed and so nearly dissolved the Union. | 

The most distinguished leaders of the party opposed to 
theimmediateand separate secession of theState, unhesitating- 
ly denouneed the election of Mr. Lincoln as a deelaration of 
war against the Southern States, and indignantly repelled 
the thought of submitting to it..  : l 

. Indeed, they pointed to the necessity of a Southern Uon- 

federacy, and only sought the co-operation of Southern 

States, and to secure that recommended that a Convention 

of such States should be held. 

Her sovereign voice can only be inferred from the known 
and declared sentiments of the delegates who have been 
elected. In a few days, if not ere this, the Convention will 
give expression to it in the most solemn and authorative 
form. .When that has been done it will be the command of 
the sovereign, which, like the fiat of the Omnipotent, chal- 

-lenges the obedience of every citizen. | 

"That obedience will be rendered, not grudgingly, but with 
alacrity. Already the public mind is expecting it, and is 
prepared for it. 

Forgetting all past political dissensions, her sons will 
gather round her standard, and vieing with each other in 
demonstrations of loyalty and affection, there swear eternal 
fidelity to her sacred cause. . 

, Without repeating the almost innumerable instances in 
which the anti-slavery sentiment of the North has invaded 
the constitutional rights of the people of the South, many 
of which are set forth in the preamble to the resolutions 
adopted by. the Legislature of Mississippi, I may say its 
Stag spirit has culminated in the. recent Presidential 
election: : 
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The election of a sectional candidate, by a dominant sec- 
tional majority, on a platform of hostility to the constitu- 
tional rights of the people-of fifteen sovereign States, was 
an event which never entered the minds of the framers of 
the Constitution. Like parricide amongst the Grecians— 
there was uo law to punish tt, as they supposed no child 
could be so unnatural as to murder his parent. So, the 
sages who framed the Magna Charta of our liberties, never 
imagined that the time would come when it would: be 
possible, in a Government of equal, confederated, sister 
sovereigns, that a majority organized upon principles of 
deadely hostility to the domestic institution of the minority, 
would obtain the ascendancy. 

The cardinal principles us which the theory of govern- 
ment rests which they inaugurated was the absolute equality 
of the States, in all Solitical rights and privileges. 

To establish that principle, the battles of the Revolution 
were fought. It was worth all the blood and treasure, pri- 
vations and suffering it cost. When it has been surrendered, 
nothing accomplished by the Revolution worth preserving 
will remain. Mississippi has determined to cling to it, “as 
the mariner clings to the last plank, when night and the 
tempest have gathered around him.” 

Et is not the mere election of Lincolu—insulting as that 
of itself would be, in view of the offensive sentiments he 
has uttered, and is known to entertain—shich has awakened 
that tornado of popular indignation which is now sweeping 

over the South. It is not the mere platform, upon which he 
was nominated—infamOus as that is to the Southern man— 
m it is the determined, aggressive spirit of Abolition, under- 
lying and sustaining the party which has secured his triumph 
and the overthrow of the Constitution. Tt is the unappeas- 
able hatred Which that party cherishes, and has ever cherished, 
for slavery and the slavehoider, that proclaims . to us that 
there is an “irrepressible conflict” between them and us. It 
is that the Chair of State, once occupied by Washington, is 
to be desecrated by the chief of a party which has risen 
upon the principle -of denyine to the citizens of fifteen 
sovereign States that equality. of rights secured to them in 
thé common property of all the States. It is that an insti- 
tution existing at the formation of the Constitution, and now 
the foundation of the wealth, prosperity and happiness of 
twelve millions of people, is to be outlawed, and the moral 
sentiment of the world invoked to make it, and those who 
tolerate it, hateful. It is that the President elect owes his 
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triumph to such a party, that he has pandered to sucha 
sentiment, and that the Government is to be administered 
for such.a purpose, that the State of Mississippi has resolved 
—whatever may be the issue—fearlessly to appeal to the 
God of battles, the justice of her cause, and the arbitrament 
of mannkind, Come what may, though it should cost every 
drop of blood and every cent of property, she will never 
dn to the domination of such a party and of such a 
chief. ! ' 3 p 

In that appeal she invokes no sympathy or compassion. 
She has fully counted the cost of resistance. She has not 
rashly taken her position. A necessity too stern: and imperi- 
ous to be disregarded, demands that she should assume the 
guardianship of her own rights and honor. She will never 
congent that either shall be under the control of a govern- 
ment hostile to her and hers. She ardently desires the 
co-operation of her sisters, having a common interest and 
destiny. She defies and despises the malice of her foes. 
She has sent commissioners to all the slaveholding States to 
invite their co-operation in defense of common rights against 
a common enemy. She bids me, as her representative, say 
to her chivalrous sister, Tennessee, that she has. too often 
illustrated her heroism in arms, and her wisdom in council, 
to doubt that, as upon the deathless plains of Chalmette and 
at the storming of Monterey they stood shoulder to shoulder, 
they will be separated now when the holiest cause that ever 
inspired the human heart, summons them to the conflict. 

Mississippi knows and appreciates the loyalty to the Union 
which has ever distinguished her sister. The sentinient hás 
an abiding place in her own bosom. To it she is ready. to 
sacrifice everything which a.proud sovereign State may or 
dare sacrifice of ease, comfort or convenience,. Her honor 
and constitutional rights she may not, daré not: surrender. 
For the honor of the National Government, she has sacrificed 
hecatombs of her best.sons. To vindicate her own honor 
she is ready to sacrifice her last son, and herself disappear 
from the map of nations. She bids me say that. “she loves 
and cherishes the Union; that she remembers, with the 
kindest feelings, our common origin, with pride our common _ 
achievements, and has fondly anticipated the common great- 
ness and glory which has seemed to await us ; but that origin, 
achievements and anticipation of coming greatness, are to 
us as nothing compared to this question; that it is to us a 
vital question; that it involves not only our. liberty, but 
what is greater (if to freemen anything can be) existence 


154 


itself.” So, viewing it, and dispairing of a returning sense 
of justice with her haughty and victorious foe, she has 
determined to welcome death rather than submission. She 
considers a dissolution of the Union a great though not the 
greatest calamity. In the language of her own warrior 
statesman, the fearless, the chivalrous Davis, “She would 
cling tenaciously to our constitutional Government, seeing 
as she does, in the fraternal union of equal States, the benefit 
to all, and the fulfillment of that high destiny which our 
fathers hoped for and left it for their sons to attain. She 
has seen the national flag surrounded by the flags of foreign 
countries and the pulsations of her heart have beat quicker 
with every breeze which displayed its honored stripes and 
brilliant constellation. She has looked with veneration on . 
those stripes, as recording the original size of our political 
family, and with pride upon that constellation, as marking - 
the family’s growth. She glories in the position her own 
star holds in the group, but sooner than see its lustre 
dimmned ; sooner than see it degraded from its present 
equality, she would tear it from its place, to be set even on 
the perilous ridge of battle, as a sign round which her 
bravest and best should gather to the harvest home of death.” 

What has transpired since the election to encourage the 
hope that the dangers apprehended from the triumph of the 
Black Republican party are disappearing or diminishing ? 
Whilst prayers and supplications are going up from the 
hearts of patriots that He who stilleth the tempest and rules 
in the armies of men, would disperse the dark storm-cloud 
which overshadows the land; whilst the silent watches of 
the night have attested the zeal of venerated statesmen to 
concert measures to preserve alike the Union of the States 
and the rights of. the South, what indication have our ene- 
mies given of a willingness on their part to recede from the 
position which has caused all the danger? Go to their 
organs—of the public press—and to their speakers on the 
ftoor of Congress, and catch the haughty contempt with 
which they treat a suggestion that their platform shall be 
modified, or the offensive State enactments of which we 
complain, repealed. They are themselves ready to denounce 
their chosen chief as a traitor, if in the- policy upon which 
he shall administer the Government, he fail to carry out the 
platform on which he was nominated, or should, for a moment, 
yield to the “ insolent demands of a hateful slave oligarchy.” 
Catch the exultant note with which they hailed his election, 
as the final overthrow of slavery. Hear the swelling chorus 
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borne on every breeze to every land proclaiming the first 
triumph of the party which should, at no distant day, inau- 
gurate the reign of equality of all races and colors, and the 
universality of the elective franchise. . Look at their Presi- 
dent elect, whose silence sinee his election, and during the 
canvass, has been as profound as itis ominous. Read his 
last deliverances to the public ear. Aslate as the 16th of 
April, 1859, he said : “ This is a world of compensation, and 
he who would be no slave must consent to have no slave. 
Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for them- 
selves and under a just God cannot long retain it.” But 
once during the canvass was his voice heard, which was 
when he spoke at his own door to his neighbors and friends. 
At Springfield the last of July, or early in August, he was 
put forward very unexpectedly, and spoke with less than 
his aceustomed caution. He said: “My friends you will 
' fight for this cause four years hence, as you now fight for it, 
though I may be dead and gone."  . 

Commenting upon this speech a distinguished son of 
Pennsylvania, loyal to the constitution as a compact between 
the States, said: “There is, then, to be no repose, no settle- 
ment, no finality under his administration. The ‘fight’ is to go 
on—nay, it isto bestronger then than now. Not content with 
victory of the compact North over the-stricken and insulted 
South, the arms are not to be laid aside—the array is not to 
be broken—-peace and conciliation are not even hinted. 
Domestic slavery, driven by a triumphant Executive and 
Congressional majority from the Territories, is to be be- 
leagured in the States. It is to exist by sufferance—it is to 
be destroyed by compression, and the varnished, plausible 
and deceptive Republicanism of 1860 is to become the agres- 
sive Abolitidn of 1864. So says Mr. Lincoln, if his language 
has any meaning: | l | | 

In order that you may see what will be the policy of his 
administration, 1: state Mr. Lineoln's position in his own 
words. -He says: | | : 

“It is my opinion, it (the slavery agitation) will not cease, 
until a crisis has been reached and passed. A house divided 
against itself cannot stand. I believe this government 
cannot endure permanently, half slave and half free. Ido 
not expect the house to fall. But I do expect it will cease 
to be divided. It will become all one thing or the other. 
Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread 
of it, and place it where the public: mind shall rest in the 
belief that it is in the course to ultimate extinction ; of its 
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advocates will push it forward until it shall become alike 
lawful in all the States old as well as new, dia as well 
as South. 

Again he says : : 

“T embrace with pleasure the opportunity of declaring 
my disapprobation of that clause of the Constitution which 
denies a portion of the colored people the rightof suffrage.” 

“True Democracy makes no inquiry about the color of the 
skin, or place.of nativity, or any other circumstance or con- 
dition. I regard, therefore, the exclusion of the colored 
people, as a body, from the elective franchise, as incompatible 
with true Democratic principles.” 

And yet again, with still greater emphasis, andrexplictness: 

“That no man is good enough to govern another man. 
without the other's consent. 1 say this is the leading princi-. 
plo—the § SHEET AN CHOR of American Republicanism. 

The master not oils governs the PM without his consent, 
but he governs him by aset of rules altogether different 
from those which he prescribes for himself. Allow all the 
governed AN EQUALFORCEIN THE GOVERNMENT, 
aud that, and that only, is selfgovernment. 

I advert to these extracts to show how vain and delusive 
the hope that a remorseless fanaticism, which has fastened 
its fangs i in the vitals of the Constitution, will, in the flush 
of triumphs, stay its hand from further and yet haughtier 
demands. Never, in the history of nations, has such a spirit 
paused or taken a step backward. It is unappeasable. It 
shows no quarter. lt takes no prisoners. It wages a war 
of extermination, nore relentless than & war of races or of 
castes. It must be met with brave hearts and stout arms, 
and crushed out, or its desolating sweep over órganized 
Governments will be more fearful than the-unchained winds 
which rend forests and scatter fleets. Nearly a quarter of 
a century ago, when this voracious demon was in its swad- 
dling clothes, and the nurses in charge made their first 
requisition upon Congressin the shape of Abolition Petitions, 
Mr. Calhoun raised his prophetic voice in words of wisdom 
and warning, which, if heeded, would have arrested the 
terrible catastrophe now imminent and unavoidable. .He 
then declared that ageression should not be met by conces- 
sion ; that those who acted upon the principle that 1t should, 
“were "prepared to become slaves ; that if an inch was conce- 
ded, concession would follow concession, compromise would 
follow sompramise, until our ranks would he so broken d 
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effectual resistance would be impossible. He counselled that 
the enemy should be met on the frontier with a fixed deter- 
mination to maintain our position at every hazard. Tracing 
the subsequent history and career of that spirit of agression 
whieh had seized the Northern mind, he undertook to predict 
that however sound the great body of the non-slaveholding 
States then were, that in the course of a few years they 
would be suceeeded by those who will have been taught to 
hate the people and institutions of nearly one-half of this 
Union, with a hatred more deadly than one hostile nation 
ever entertained towards another. He said it was easy to 
see the end. By the necessary course of events, if left to 
themselves, we must become, finally, two people. It is im- 
possible, under the deadly hatred which must spring up be- 
tween the two great sections, if the present causes are 
permitted to operate unchecked, that we should continue 
under the same political system. The conflicting elements 
would burst the Union asunder, as powerful as are the links 
which hold.it together. Abolition and the Union cannot 


co-exist. As the friend of thé Union, 1 openly proclaim it,. 


and the sooner itis known the better. The former may 
now be controlled, but in a short time, it will be beyond the 
‘power of man to arrest the course of events. We of the 
South will not, cannot surrender our institutions." The sub- 
version of them will drench the country in blood, and extir- 
pate one or other of the races. I quote his words, and as 
I repeat them who is not struck with the inspiration of his 
utterance, and the fulfillment of hia prediction? "What 


heart does not send up the prayer, “I would his counsels and 


warnings had been héeded." But they were regarded at the 

time as the sickly abstractions of a dreamer and metaphy- 

sician.. EE | | 
Men, in théir impotence to reach ihe height of this great 


argument, not gifted with his far reaching sagacity, adopted. 


the opposite policy. “Others, for a while, seemed struggling 
‘neath their arguments, he, from above, descending stooped 
to touch the loftiest thought." B DS 

I have purposely avoided a discussion“of the remedy pro 
posed in the resolutions adopted by the Legislature of Mis 
sissippl. I know full well the: sentiment which. has long 


prevailed in Tennessee on that subject. I could not hope to ` 
change it, and I would not be understood. as presuming to 


dictate. Besides, practical results are more to be desired 
than discussions of abstract propositions... Tt will make no 


differ nea as to the form of the remedy, or the name by which 


t 
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it is called, if we are animated by the same determined pur- 
pose, to maintaimthe rights of the South at whatever hazard 
or cost. We may find ourselves borne along by the current 
of events, and forced to defend what wemight be unwilling 
to aid in producing. 

My firstand great concern, the chief object indeed of my mis- 
sion, is to know that Tennessee, like Mississippi, will bear all, 
bravé all, but never submit to be ruled over by a Black 
Republican Administration. Events are crowding upon 
each other with startling rapidity. The Rubicon is already 
passed. Nulla retrorsum vestigia, is inscribed upon every 
shield and every helmet. South Carolina—aptly denomina- 
ted the Harry Percy of the Union—has flung to the wild 
winds free her banner of State independence, and back from 
the Spirit land comes the cheering war cry which nerved the 
arms and hearts of her Sumpters and Marions, her Pickens 
and Rutledges, now echoing in tones of thunder in the ears 
of their descendants— 

"Strike, till the last armed foe expires, 
Strike for your altars and your fires, 
_ Strike for the green graves of your sires— 
Ged and your native land.” e 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Florida, Texas, 
will catch the swelling refrain, and high above the croaking 
voice of submission, they will pledge hearts and hands to 
south Carolina—together march to victory and indepen- 
dence, or when the “last torch of liberty .shall burn ihen: 
sleep the night of death." Aye, and Tennessee will enter 
the grand carnival—not with slow and measured tread, but 
with all her banners waving and ready to charge with all. 
her chivalry. Before I could doubt it, I should have to ob- 
literate the brightest pages of my country's history—ignore 
the undying laurels with which fame decked the brow of the 
immortal Jackson, on the plains of Chalmette and the more 
recent, but undying harvest of glory which were gathered 
by her sons amidst the storming of Monterey. If such a 
doubt were forced upon my mind—as a native of the State 
—1 would throw myselfupon her bosom, and in the language 
of another, I would exclaim: Oh Earth, Earth, Earth! as 
did the Hebrew Prophet when wearied out with the perver- 
sity of his countrymen, he turned to his native soil and ad- 
jared that, to see if he could not arouse within it some 
answering spirit. If such an appeal was made to the soil of 
Tennessee in such a case, it seems to me that the very. 
genius of the place would spring forth, and trumpet-tongued, 
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sound the call, which from the topmost height of her moun- 
tains to the: depths of her valleys would summon her sons to 
therescue. HL o 

That something must be done, and speedily done, aye, be- 
fore the reins of Government shall pass into the hands of onr 
haughty and insolent foes, the tamest submissionists admit. 
Yielding to the sentiment of resistance, which wells up from 
the great popular heart ofthe South, her statesmen and 
patriots—men of wisdom and prudence, who "hold the helm 
when passion blows the gale," have exhausted every effort to 
restore peace to a distracted. country. ` 

Their very prayers and supplications on behalf of th 
Constitution, and the eo-equal rights of the States have been 
insulged and derided by our enemies whether addressed to 
athroneof grace orto theirownadamantinehearts. Ifappeals 
are made to their sense of patriotism—if they are reminded 
of a common ancestry and*a common revolutionary struggle, 
of the purer days of the Republic, when Washington and 
Adams, Jefferson and Hancock, and their illustrious compeers, 
met at the same shrine and presented their offerings on the 
same altar, with pharasaic piety they turn away disdaining 
fellowship with slavery, and slaveholders. -When reminded 
of their breaches of faith in the observance of solemn coven- 
ants and violations of plain provisions of the Constitution, 
and exhorted not to drive us to extremities in the defence of 
our rights; our exhortations are denounced as threats. A 


paper wielding, perhaps, a wider influence over Northern, . 


sentiment than any other, and which, from the part taken by 
its editor.in securing his nomination, may be presumed to 
express. the feelings of Mr. Lincoln, and the party of which 
it is the accredited organ—-(the New York Tribune) repels 
with ridicule all such appeals. The only answer made to 
the South is to justify all that has been said and done by the 
party. . It-protesis that they have elected a President by 
honest legal votes, on,the largest poll ever known, and after 
the most heated canvass ever had in the country—that they 
have done just exactly what they had a right to do, what 
they ought to. have done, and what should-have given peace 
and prosperity to the Union, and that all- the distress and 
- danger now existing spring from the fact that the factions 
they have fairly beaten, insist that they shall repudiate their 
principles and surrender the just. fruits of their triumph, or 
that they will break up the Union. It hails with acclama- 
tions of rejoicing the failure of the committees of Congress 
to devise any plan of adjustment. It throws back upon the 
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South the responsibility for all the dmeas which exist, and 
denounces it for treason and disunion. 

Why talk to such people about new guarantees, Bk 
ments of the Constitution, &c.? In the first place, we know 
how they would be met ; crimination and ridicule are the 
reply they make ; denying that the evils complained of exist 
—but, if they do, that they are of our own’ creation. -In 
the second place, what reason have we to suppose, if our de- 
mands were accepted, that the amendments and new guar- 
antees would be more faithfully observed than. the plain pro- 
visions of the Constitution and the Fugitive Slave Law 
have been ? 

: They have been educated, for the last forty years, ip. the 
nurseries, in the Sunday schools, from the pulpit, at the bar, 
in the legislative halls, and from the hustings to loathe 
slavery and the defenders of it. This has all to be undone. 
It is impossible to eradicate the sentiment from the minds 
and hearts of the present generation. With the masses, the 
sentiment has been engendered by religious fanaticism, and 
by appeals to their prejudices. They. have been taught that 
slaveholders disdain labor,and look with contempt upon the 
laboring classes, regar ding them alike, whether white or 
black, as an inferior caste in society. With the leaders, it 
originatés in a contest for political supremacy, and a jealou- 
sy of the influence which the South has exercised: by her 
wisdom in council and her heroism in arms. 

Of what avail would all the constitutional compacts in 
the world be when coming in contact with a sentiment such 

->as that imbedded in the hearts of the people? All laws de- 
pend for their efficacy ànd enforcement. upon the consent 
and loyalty of those who administer them, and those for 

- whose government they were intended. 

Such being, then, the sentiment. and feelings of the. party 
which will be charged with the admipistration of the Gov- 
ernment after the 4th of March, what safety or protection 
will there be for Southern men and property, seeing that 
new guarantees cannot be obtained, and if they could be, 
would never be observed. 

Slavery, of all property in the ward: most needs the pro- 
tection of a friendly government. As well commit the lamb 
to the protection of the wolf, as slavery to the protection of 
a Government hostile to it. 

Besides, all these propositions. involve delay, and delay 
now is fatal, It is not wonderful, indeed it is most natural, 
that up to this time we should have held back—that we 
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should have tried to keep others back until the wisest and 
most prudent counsels had calmly surveyed the whole field, 
and had failed to discover a remedy.for the disorders pre- 


vailing, That much deliberation was-due to the sacred . 


trust. committed. to us; and to the cause of human liberty 
throughout the world. But events of the past few days ad- 
monish us that but little time remains for deliberation .and 
decision... Some may -deplore the course of South Carolina 
ag. precipitate and ill-advised—others may regard it as un- 
just to her sisters, having an equal interest and a common 


destiny with her—others again, may hail it as the magic ` 


wand which shall extract the forked lightning from the 
storm cloud and convey it harmless to the earth, or, as “a 
bright Iris o'er the boiling surge.” Whatever-may be the 
view taken of it, whether approved or condemned, her lone 
star has been unfurled and proudly courts the breeze.  Mis- 
sissippi has sent her word of cheering. “On ye brave, who 
rush to glory or the grave. Wave, South Carolina, wave, 
all thy banners wave, and charge with all thy chivalry.” 
‘God grant that Tennessee, the synonym of patriotism and 
dauntlegs heroism, true to her own high instincts, her his- 
toric renown, and the fame of her illustrious chieftain, who 
.has rendered her own and his name immortal, may also arm 
to the teeth and resolve to the death in defence of her gal- 
lant sister, the Queen of, the Atlantic! |. — E 

. What said the illustrious ex-President Fillmore in his 
- Speech at - Albany, in. 1855, when contemplating the very 
event which has occurred—the election of. à sectional. Pres- 
ident—and which, though not the cause, is.the occasion of 
' the-wide-spread excitement at the South : “can they,” (refer- 
ring to the people of the North,) “have the madness, or -the 
folly, to believe that our Southern brethren would submit to 
‘be governed by such a Chief Magistrate? Suppose that 
ihe South, having a majority of the -electoral votes, should 
- .declaré that they would have only slaveholders for President 
and Vice-President, and should elect such by their suffrages 
.io.rule over us at the North, do you think you. would sub- 
init?  No,-not for a. moment. Do you believe that. your 
Southern brethren are less sensitive on this subject than you 
‘are, or léss jealous of their rights? . If you do; let me tell 
you you are mistaken ; and therefore you must, see that if 
this sectional party succeeds, it leads inevitably to the des- 
truction of this beautiful fabric reared by our forefathers,” 
Again, in his speach at Rochester, the same season rúferring 
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to the samé event, he said: “the success of such a party 


- with such an object, must be a dissolution of the Union.” 


What said the Hon, Mr. Vallandigham, member of Con- 
gress from Ohio? "T tell you, as a Western man, and 1 tell 
the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Nelson,) that when you 
of the South shall have attained the numerical power and 
strength in this Union, and shall organize a Southern party 
on a Southern basis, and, under the forms of, the Cónstitu- 
tion, shall elect a Southern President, for the purpose of 
controlling the vast power and patronage and influence of 
the Government by action or non-action, for the ‘advance- 
ment of Southern interests; and above all, for the purpose 
of extending slavery into States now free, I will meet you 
as the Irish patriot would have met the invaders of Ireland 
—with a sword in one hand and a torch in the other; dis- 
pute every inch of ground—burn every blade of grass, till 
the last intrenchment of independence shall. be my grave. 
I will not wait for an overt act. What! Do I not know 
that fire will burn; that frost will congeal; that steel and 
poison will do their work of destruction to the human sys- 
tem; and shall I await the slow process of expgriment to 
ascertain their rational and inevitable effects?” This was 
spoken in answer to the question whether the South would 
be justified in resisting the election of a Northern sectional 
candidate on a sectional platform. ; 

I quote a passage from a single other Northern Statesman, 
(Hon. Caleb Cushing, on the same point. After arguing 
to them the practical result of the election of such à candi- 
date, he says: “I repeat, confidently, if Mr. Lincoln is elect- 
ed, the Republicans will have to break up at once, or attack 
the domestic rights of the South, What, then, will the 
people of the Southern States, attacked in their constitu- 
tional rights, their domestic peace, their property, and their 
persons do? What will they do? Will they passively sub- 
mit to be conquered subjects of New England?’ No. I do 
not hope, believe or doubt what they will do. I know they 
will defend themselves to the uttermost—first with constitu- 
tional means, in fine, with:all the means of defence which 
God and nature have committed to them ; and if they were 
not to do it, they would be recréant to the blood-of -Wash- 
ington, of Henry, of Carroll, of Rutledge ;they would: be 
unworthy of the name of American.” — ^ ^^. ^. 

<The issue i. made. "We could. not «avoid it if we would 
We fearlessly appeal to God, to our. consciénces, and tc the 
enlightoned opinion of mankind to vindicate our course. If 
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war result, the responsibility will not be upon us, but upon 
those who aré intent upon the overthrow of our constitu- 
tionalrights. If we must pass the dread ordeal—if the 
tocsin of civil war is sounded, and the land is drenched 
with the blood of brothers, “I trust in God that there is a 
redeeming spirit in the Constitution. which will be seen to 
walk with the South through the flames, and preserve her 
unhurt by the conflagration.” | 


[DOCUMENT B.] 
JACKSON Mississrpri, January 12th, 1861. 


To His ExcELLENCY, JOHN J. PETTUS, 
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- ges and civilities extended through me to the Stata: I had 
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eredited by the terms of my commission “to the authorities 
of the State-of South Carolina, and as the highest.anthority 
of. the State was to assemble in Convention.on the following, 
Monday, I would make my communications to the Conven- 
tion. The Sovereign Convention of South Carolina met on 
Monday, the. 17th day of December, A. D., 1860, and. was 
organized “by the election of Gen. Jamison as permanent 
President, and Mr. Arthur as Clerk. My. credentials. hàv- 
ing been transferred by His Excellency,- Gov. Pickena, the 
reeently elected Governor of South Carolina, to the Presi- 
dent of the Convention. A committee was appointed to 
wait upon the Hon. Mr. Elmore, the Commissioner from Al- 
abama, and myself as Commissioner of Mississippi to South 
Carolina, and signify to us that the Convention was pre- 
pared to receive any communications we might have to make 
to the authorities of South Carolina, for the respective 
States we represented. | 

I endeavored to express in plain and simple terms the at- 
titude of the people of Mississippi, and. have the honor to 
submit herewith my remarks to the Convention of South - 
Carolina, made under and by virtue of the Commission 
which you did me the honor to confer upon me. 

In consequence of a prevailing epedemic at the Capital: 
of the State, the Convention and Legislature adjourned 
the respective bodies to Charleston. Having been invitéd 
to attend the deliberations of the Convention, at the point 
to which the Convention had adjourned its sittings, I` pro- 
ceeded to Charleston, where on the 20th of December, A. D. ` 
1860, the Ordinance of Secession was reported by Chancel- 
lor Inglish, the chairman of the committee of seven, appoin- 
ted to draft the ordinance, and in an assembly composed of 
one hundred and seventy members, embracing the highest 
talent of the State, upon the call of the yeas and nays there 
was not a single absentee, nor a single no, and the unanimity 
which so happily characterized the proceedings of the Con- 
vention, was but a reflex of the unanimity, which exists 
among the people of South Carolina. P 

^: 0 # ol have the ee be sir, "7 
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Gentlemen of the Convention of South Carolina :—Com- 
ing to you as the representative of a sister sovereign State, 
at this most important and critical period of our history, I 
feel'it, gentlemen of the Convention, to be my duty to speak 
to you what I know to be the sentiment of the people whom 
I represent. I feel it my duty to possess this body with the 
exact condition of things which exist in Mississippi at "this 
important crisis of our history. 1 have been profoundly 
vratified at the cordial welcome and the kindly hospitality 
which has met me in the home of tur nativity, and I have 
been more profoumdiy «ratified when I reflected that it has 
heen visited upon ine uot so much as a matter of personal 
compliment, but un indication of that homogeneous disposi- 
tion of the people, to the strong ties of affinity whieh bind 
men of Mississippi to men of Carolina. (Applause.) I am 
deputed, gentlemen of the Convention, to speak the senti- 
"ments of the State which I have the honor to represent, bv 
virtue of a résolution which passed both branches of our 
Legislature without a single dissenting voice. I have also 
the honor to announce to you that the bill convoking the 
Sovereign people of the Stato of Mississippi, in Convention, 
was also passed Hy both branches of our Legislature with- 
. out a single dissenting voice. (Applause.) Coming, there 
fore, thus authorized by the Legislature of the State, and 
speaking what I know to be the sentiments of the people of - 
Mississippi, I feel authorized to.say to you it gives me pro- 
found gratification to be able to say that, coming back to the 
home of my nativity, I listened to-day with a proud pleasure 
and pratification to the words of wisdom ànd patriotism 
that fell from the lips of the Governor elect, and I propose 
to say to you that there was not one sentiment in his memo- 
rable address to the Legislature which would not have re 
ceived the sound, beak Dann d in Mississippi that i$ met 
from the men of Carolina. (Applause) - ne yet I have 
felt that I would have been untrue to my mother and false 
to the instincts of the soil upon which I was- reared, did I 
not give a hearty response to every sentiment, I have also 
felt and known that I would be equally. untrue to the home 
of my adoption and the sentiment that reigns, that rules the 
hearts af the people, did I not give, où her -part,-a cordial 
approbation do every sentiment that fell from his lips, - (Ap. 
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plause.) 1 do not know, Mr. President and gentlemen of 
the Convention, that the occasion requires or demands that 
I should go into a general discussion of the political ethics 
of the country. I would deem it somewhat inappropriate 
to the occasion—inappropriate, alone, however, because I 
come simply to speak to you the sentiments of the people of 
Mississippi, and convey to you what was the authoritativé 
action in our Legislature, and when I have done this I shall 
have felt my mission ended.’ But there is a question presen- 
ted by your very convocation here, and one which, perhaps, 
has not been understood in most of the Southern and South- 
western States of the confederacy to the extent and depth 
in which you understand it in South Carolina. I mean the 
question of how the features of the federal government, or 
the ties of its existence, are to be changed. "There is, how- 
ever, a great principle underlying all constitutions and gov- 
ernments—1 mean the great principle which is enumerated 
in the very second article of the biil of rights attached to 
the Constitution of Mississippi and most of the States of the 
confederacy—to claim that it is the right of the people to 
alter, to change, to amend, aye, to abolish the form of gov- 
ernment whenever to them it shall seem proper. (Applause.) 
That, gentlemen of the Convention, is the great. principle 
which underlies not only your federal constitution, but which 
lies at the basis of all your State constitutions—the right. 
of the people, the power of the people, aye, and the duty of 
the people, to resume the powers of government with which 
they have entrusted their agents whenever those agents have 
proven and manifested themselves to be unfaithful in the dis- 
charge of the trust. (Loud applause.) Isay that it is.a 
great principle which underlies alike the powers granted to 
the federal government and the powers granted hy the peo- 
ple to State governments, and when it shall fail to be recog- 
nized, when it shall fail to be admitted, then the existence of 
the government is a mere question of the power of the gov- 
ernment tö perpetuate itself. (Applause.)' And, in refer- 
encé to the federal government, while it exists somewhat 
under different. forms from State governments, it still exists, 
dependent upon this great general principle, which weof 
Mississippi have always .contended : to belong alike to the 
federal and state governments. We seem. ta. :be almost ob- 
livious to the fact, and this. great question of the right of 
the sovereign. states of the confederacy, each acting for her- 
self and by herself, and bound only by her own act. We 
seem almost tó have heen forgetful of the origin of the gow 
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ernment itself? This great right of the sovereign parties 
to the compact, whenever the federal government has depar- 
ted from the orbit in which the constitution bids it move, in 
the language of your great statesman, it is not a simple 
right, but itis the duty of the sovereign ereators to speak 
to it in the language of master, and bid it move back again 
in the orbit in which the constitution has directed it to move. 
(Applause. Isay that it is the great principle which un- 
derlies the federative: government alike, as the other great 
principle which I have enunciated underlies the state con- 
stitutions. As under the state constitutions the power of the 
people at all times exists to resume the authority entrusted 
to its agents, and to resume its government of the Conven- 
tion in the mode and manner in which they invested them 
with it—so the right and the power and the duty exists on 
the part of the states to resume the authority they have 
granted to the federal government, whenever that federal 
‘government shall seek to pervert it. The two great princi- 
ples are alike in their application ; and what I had occasion 
to-say at home I will repeat here, that if the pen of the his- 
torian shall ever record their downfall, not merely in the 
government, not merely in the Union, but their downfall in 
the hearts of the.people, that that act recorded by him will 
be assmuch owing to the truculeney of the minority in the 
government as it will be to the aggressive acts of the ma- 
jority. We have been taught to think and believe. in Mis- 
sissippi that all governments are but agencies established b 
the people to effect, certain great pepe and ends,. and, 
therefore, being but agencies, and especially your federal 
government being an agent, acting under the strict letter of 
the constitution, whenever that agent excceds its authority, 
and assumes a power never granted, the states must be 
untrue to themselves if they fail to speak to that govern- 
- ment in the language of master. This is our idea in Missis- 
sippi of the character of the government. We have been 
taught to believe, gentlemen of the Convention, that it orig- 
inated precisely as your State government originated—by 
the consent of the people. Your State government, having. 
its origin by the consent of the people, your federal govern- 
ment owes its existence to the consent of the sovereign 
States that made it, and I say the same grand principle un: 
. derlies them both, only in different degrees. In reference . 
to a State government, the consent of the governed gives 
.power io the Governor. The Governor Coes noi become 


the. people, bus heir agent; and so in the federal govern. 
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ment this power exists by the consent of the sovereign 
States who framed it. Aye, I may say, in the language of 
ihe noted Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, that "the States ave 
_the breath of its nostrils, and have the power to put an end 
to it to-morrow by a bare refusal to elect Senators and Rep- 
resentatives.” (Applause.) I have thus stated these two 
propositions—one of which pertains to State governments, 
and the other to the federal government—in order to show 
that when we adopted the existing constitution—when the 
States met in solemn convocation in Philadelphia, in 1787, 
and framed the constitution, they acted by States, they vo- 
ted by States, and they voted clause by clause that constitu- 
tion into power ; but when that Convention had met, acted 
and adjourned, the Constitution of the United States was 
an idle piece of parchment, devoid of life and vitality. ` It 
required the sovereign masters of that Convention.—the sep- 
arate States—to breathe into it its vitality and power of 
existence.  (Applause.) Hence it was that the ninth article 
of the Constitution is known as the Ratificationarticle. It 
- required nine of the eleven States of the Union to adopt 
that Constitution. I mean to say, that with all the wisdom 
and all the patriotism that reigned and ruled in that Con- 
vention, when Washington and Madison, and the Rutledges, 
and all the great men of pewer in the days of the Revolu- 
tion, lived—I mean to say, that even after they had per- 
formed their duties, and favored the existence of the present 
constitutional government, it was referred back to the sov- 
ereign States, each to act for herself and to be bound alone 
by her own act. (Applause.) T mean to say that when it 
‘was referred to the-people of South Carolina they had a 
right, if in their judgment they thought proper, so far as 
they were concerned, to have defeated its adoption, because, . 
by the article of ratification, that constitution was a com- 
pact only between the States ratifying the same. (Applause.) 
Thus you see it was in the power of four of the smallest . 
States of the confederacy, with a population of something 
less than three hundred thousand, absolutely to have defeat- 
ed the object of the constitution itself. And then, too, by 
this article of ratification, no State that did ratify it.pos- 
sessed the power to ratify it for any other State, but only to 
‘ratify it as'to herself; and hence it was that Virginia, New 
^ York, Rhode Island, and various other States of the confed- 
eracy, in their articles of ratification, declared that when- 
ever the power of the government should be perverted to 
the destruction of the liberties of the people of the State, 


E 


° 169 


they had the right and authority, and the duty devolved 
upon them, to resume thesé bonds. (Applause.) : This bheing 
then the character of the government, the question. arises . 
whether or not the exigency has arisen which requires that. 
the sovereign States of the confederacy who made the fed- 
eral government by their sovereign act, ought to resume to 
themselves the power, and authority, and duty, with which 
they have invested the federal Union: And while I refer to. 
the existing state of things in speaking to you, gentlemen 
of the Convention of South Carolina, Í may speak some- 
what in advisory terms, but not intentionally upon my.part; 
and. should I do so, it is only because I believe, aye, I may 
say I know, that the interest and welfare, and destiny and 
fate of South Carolina, is the interest, welfare, destiny and 
fate of Mississippi. (Loud applause.) The question arises 
simply as to whether or not the exigency has arisen which 
makes it the duty of the sovereign States of this confedera- . 
cy to resume the powers with which they entrusted the fed-. 
eral government. I hope that it is uunecessary in speaking 
to Carolina to say, if she has the right to form the govern- 
ment, she has also the right to change, it, and then your 
government exists alone to the extent and capacity and 
power which it possesses to make itself perpetual. In other 
words, I mean to say thatif the authority with which you. 
have invested the federal government is not subject to re- 
sumption, and if that federal government, whether acting 
through its legislative, executive or judicial departments, 
possesses the power to determine your existence in it, then 
you have no other authority to reverse that government, or 
annul it, than have the end of Russia to change theform of; 
government under which they live. I say, if the authority 
and right does exist under the rights of the States to re- 
súme the powers with which they entrusted the federal gov- 
ernment, whether acting as one, two or three States, then 
they have the ability to resist the act by all the means. in 
their power. We have thought, in Mississippi, that in all 
probability the great principle that all government is based. 
upon: the consent of the people, would-be recognized by the. 
federal authority ; it would not be questioned that it would . 
not be. doubted, that no body of men, in any State; would. 
be found who would question it. On that. we may be mik- 
taken. It is barely possible.that the federal government as. 
now.constituted, or as it will be constituted on the 4th of 
March next, will forget the great fact that it is based upon 
the sovereign States who made it, that if owes its origin 
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and daily existence to the voluntary act of those States re- 
maining in the Union. Isay they may object, but as was 
so well alluded to by the distinguished Governor elect to-day, * 
which I had the honor to hear : “We must remember that 
this government was created principally for the conduct of 
our foreign relations—principally to give strength to us 
abroad, and in order to constitute us a power on the 
earth." Now, what has been the history of the federal 
government for the last three years? Has it been an effort 
to give to the people of the United States, as a people 
homogeneous, a like political interest, and social welfare 
and elevated position on the page of history ? No, my coun- 
trymen ; it has been a disgraceful squabble on the floors of 
the national Legislature to make one portion of this people 
0? despotie power a controlling element in the government, 
in order to oppress the other portion. (Applause.) 1 have 
bzen told that the history of the Union was a national bis- 
tory, around which, in spite of the opposition to it, clung 
the warmest affections of our people; and I have begge 
leave to remind the friends who made the suggestion to me, 
that, in the Declaration of Independence, our fathers saw 
fit to declare, not that the people of the United States, but 
that these colonies are and ought to be free and independent 
States. The history of the Revolution shows nothing more 
than that they established the great doctrine of mutual in- 
dependence. (Applause. They never intended that State 
lines should be obliterated; and when the mind of New Eng- 
land, with a great constitutional lawyer, a man-of lofty and 
proud intellect and enormous power, stood in the Congress 
of the United States contending for this as a government 
operating upon the people of a State—we say it with res- 
pect—he stood there as a partizan warrior advocating the 
interest of his client; and a great statesman of the West; 
he whose name indeed has become national, and whose fame 
belongs to the country at large, when he stood in the Con- 
gress of the United States claiming the authority of the 
Constitution of the United States, and arguing the powers 
of the government to inaugurate and force it, he stood there . 
as a great popular orator, but also as a partizan lawyer, de- 
fending the case of his client—(applause)—but when your 
own immortal statesman, who spoke not for thé glory, aye 
no, and not for the generation, but who spoke for all time 
to come, who spoke ez eathedra, because he spoke the truth, 
the simple truth—when your own great Calhoun was heard, 
he established, at least in the hearts of the people of Caro» 
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government based upon the consent of the people, and that 
the federal government is büt the agent of the States, and 
could not exist a day without them. . (Applause.) I hate 
thus, Mr. President and gentlemen of the Conventibii; ap: 


, proached the view which : we of Mississippi take of this 


question, and I beg to say while it is trué in Mississippi we 
have not the good fortune yoü have in South Carolina, yet, 
since the election of Lincoln, all party lines in Mississippi 
have been obliterated—-(applause)—and the people stand as 
a mass, without reference to the distinetions which have 
hitherto divided them. Men, for instanee, kuown as oppo- 
sition, now stand side by side by the candidates for the 
Convention who are known to be for States rights. That 


"| is owing in a large measure to the fact that our population 


is infused in a greater or less degree with men of the old 
State of South Carolina. (Applause.) I am happy, how- 
ever, to announce now that we have no parties in Missis 
sippi. (Applause.) And that in the town in which I live, 
the Capitol of the State,. when we heard of your action, 
and when the day before I left home L.attended a Conven- 
tion in my own county, I announced to them the fact that 
there was entire unanimity throughout your State, a solid 
phalanx demanding the right and. the authority to resume 
the powers entrusted to the federal government—when I 
made that announcement to the people of the county in 
which I live, not one, not two, not a dozen, but every man 
in the vast audience to which I spoke, arose as one. man and: 
proclaimed that he would stand by South Carolina, by her 
vote, for weal or for woe. . Re 

-I have alluded, gentlemen of the Convention, somewhat in- 
cidentally, but perhaps it is my duty to refer more particu- 
larly, to the action of the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
sissippi. I have the pleasure of announcing to you that 
when the Convention bill was proposed in the House of 
Representatives, it was referred to a special committee for ` 
consideration, reported’ to the House, and adopted without 
debate, quietly and silently,.and with that resolute deter- 
mination and fixed duty of purpose which indicate that men 
have passed the period of discussion and debate. (Ap: | 
SUE. I have the pleasure of announcing to you that.the 
other branch of the Legislature— the Senate—also adopted 
the measure without a dissenting voice. When i$ was pro- 
posed that the Legislature should authorize the executive of 
the oo Commissioners to other States, soliciting 
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their co-operation in the position which Mississippi has ta- 
ken, that resolution: was also passed without a sinple dis- 
senting voice. The resolutions on federal relations, as we 
admirably term them in Mississippi, which 1 had the honor 
to present to the Executive, were introduced not by an old 
States rights man, but one regarded as with the opposition, 
and without whom we were not certain, even in Mississippi, 
of success. 1 will not weary you by reading the long pre- 
amble to these resolutions, for we struck it out and let the‘ 
simple resolutions stand by themselves. I do not mean to 
state that every man in the State is pledged to it, because 
there are some who have said, "we are with vou, we arc 
Minute Men with you, and stand by you ready when sum- 
moned to aid the Southern States. Take the advance move- - 
ment and we will be there as readily as you States rights or 
secession men, but we believe it will be a war of revolution 
instead of a peaceful resumption by a sovereign State ofthe - 
powers invested in the general government.” We have 
told them, “we have no quarrel with your motives ; we will 
not ask you to assign a reason. We know you to be wrong 
in regard to the reasons which animate you, but still we 
know. that in the final hour, in the day of trial, you will 
stand heart to heart, shoulder to shoulder, hand to hand 
with us." The resolutions were passed by the Legislature 
by an overwhelming majority, but not with the entire una- 
nimity of the Convention bill, or the resolution authorizing 
the Executive to appoint commissioners to the, various 
States, but still with a majority so overwhelming that, 
although division was called for, but a few feeble voices, 
here and there, dissented to it. I will read the resolution 
to which I refer : : ] 
Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 
That in the opinion of those who now constitute the State 
Legislature, the secession of each aggrieved State is the 
proper remedy for these injuries. (Loud applause.) 
- I have the pleasure to announce to you, gentlemen, that 
this was not an idle resolution—it was not one adopted 
without calmness. and forethought, and reflection and delib- 
eration—for I beg to assure you that the people I have the 
honor to represent are not in a passion upon this question, 
but have acted considerately, resolutely and ina determined 
form. There is no excitement upon this question amongst ` 
my people. The principle of that resolution, declaring that 
the appropriate and proper remedy is the separate secession 
of each aggrieved State, is the principle which will be found 
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the ruling and the controlling element in the Convention 

- which. will meet on the 7th of January next. (Applause.) 
‘And while. there may be—whilé there doubtless will be, 
sone few dissenting’ voices—for, as I have said: heretofore, 
we have not the pleasure of having that unanimity you 
have—even thé ópposition party of Mississippi, the frankest 
man.of that party, the man of the most formidable intellect 
and most tremendous power—a man I know.and respect ás 
a citizen, but differ from in politics—has not hesitated to * 
declare, and in print as well as by speech, that. the election 5 
PPA Pte Oy ee on UNT x 
of Mx. Lincoln even he regarded as an open declaration of * 
war on the part of the Northern people. (Applause.) I p 
present this to. you, gentlemen of the Convention, in order * 

` to properly explain the attitude of even the opposition men 
in Mississippi. „Even they feel that the emergency or exi 
gehdy has arisen which imperiously requires of her, in her 
Sovereign capacity, to resume the authority entrusted to the 
federal government. We have béen anxious, Mr. President 
and gentlemen of the Convention, to secure co-operation in 
every. Southern slaveholding State. It was recommended 

by our Governor, in a message sent to our Legislature, that 
a, bill be revived which formerly stood on the statute books ` 
of Mississippi, interdicting the introduction of slaves from 
border slave States. We felt that the true‘ policy at this 
time, and in this emergency, and under the circumstances in 

_ which we are placed, that we should do aught which indica- 

 ted.the slightest distrust of any slave State of the confeder- 
acy, and therefore, tliat portion of the message was not 

_ favorably acted upon by the Legislature. I have said that 
we earnestly desired co-operation ; and while I say this, as 
1 feel it my duty to sày.to you, we'have not thought of ob- 
taining it. Ibeg.to say again, that even the opposition par- 

_ty haye said that while they demanded that this co-opera- 
‘tion should be invited, it did not follow that we should . 

,réfüse to act. The argument advanced is simple, and-is 

intended to give out thatwe do not intend to attach our- 
selves' to’ anybody, but .who are assimilated to oursélves. 
(Applause.) And therefore I say, gentlemen of the Con- 
vention, as a simple act of courtesy to the other'slaye States, 

¿the Executive has appointed, or will appoint, delegates to all 

| thesé States, simply soliciting action, but not to feel that 

: Mississippi is bound by any refusal to act. (Applause.) Al- 

| low me tọ say that, acting upon a principle. which has been 

inaugurated in. Mississippi years age, that, profound as is 
our respect, deep and abiding as is our love for that-State 
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which Has over aliod in tho test rank in defending the Hes 
erties of the country, even South Carolina could hot control - 
Mississippi. (Applause) In other words, shé tlaims for 
herseM the right tó act upon this matter as you claim for 
yourselves the right to act. "We learned the lesson from 
you, gentlemen, that it is not only the right, but tlie solemn 
duty of each State, now that a Northern sectional majority — 
has, or will have control of the government, to declare for ` 
secession. Why longer continue in this government? May 


1 not say, in the language of, an eloquent Virginian, “Why 


stand you here idle?" Westand here to-day on the face of 
the earth, with all the financial embarrassments which súr- 
round us, the sole and single people who have, by their so- 
cial system, explained the relation between capital and labor. 
Why, at the North and in England there is a constant war- 
fare. The simple question, then, as 1 said before, gentle- 
men of the Convention, is as to whether or not you will 
resume the powers with which you have invested the federal 
government. We had hoped, in Mississippi, that we would 
be able to take action with you simultaneously. We had 
hoped that we should hear à voice coming from the land of 
flowers, and the prairies of 'Texas, and from the banks of 
the great Father of Waters where it washes the shores of 
Louisiana and Mississippi, and from Georgia and Alabama, 
all at the same time ; but circumstances having convoked 
your Convention at a. period somewhat prior to that at 
which the Conventions of Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi 
were to act, the question is presented whether or not South 
Carolina should declare her own separate independence.— 
Upon this subject, gentlemen, I have modestly made my sug- 
gestions to some gentlemen of the Convention. At one time 
l thought it might be politic and ' proper that the States 
should all act together, but since my arrival I doubt wheth- 
er the postponement of the question would not have a ten- 
deney to throw a damper upon the South and the Southwest. 
(Applause. I believe that the people of South Carolina 
will snatch her star from the galaxy in which ithas hitherto 
mingled and plant her flag earliest in the breach of the bat- 
tle, sustaining revolution by the bold hearts and willing 
arms of her people. Should the government forget its ori- 
gin, forget that 1t is based upon the consent of the sovereign 


. States, and appeal tó force, the first federal gun fired at. the 
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bosom of the mother wil boom across the continent and 
bring back to her defence the willing hearts and ready arms 
of a thousand true sons—(applause)—and side by side along 
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with them will come himdreds whose footsteps never pressed 
your soil, but whose hearts are-deeply imbued with the great 
living principle of -¡government-which owes its origin to the 
soil of South Carolina. . (Loud applause.) 
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[DOCUMENT C] 
Naw OnrzaNs, La., December 18, 1860. 


His ExcELLENCY J. J. PETTUS, 
l JACKSON, MISS. 


Sir :—In discharge of the duties imposed by my appoint- 
mont as Commissioner to the State of Louisiana, I beg. to 
raport to your Excellency, that I repaired without delay to 
Baton Rouge, the Capital of the State, where the Legislature - 
had: convened. in extraordinary session on the 10th inst. 

On my arrival I promptly notified the Governor of Louis- 
iana of my presence and the objects of my mission by 
addressing him the inelosed communication. Governor 
Moore immediately responded to my note by requesting a 
personal interview in the Executive Chamber, to which I 
repaired, and was most cordially and courteously received 
by himself and the Hon. T. J. Semmes, Attorney General of 
the State. 

In an unwavered interview of an hour with them, I ex- 
plained, to the best of my ability, the views of your Excel- 
lency regarding the present grave crisis in our political 
affairs, and the action of the Legislature of Mississippi in 
reference thereto at their late extra. session. I dwelt upon 
the unanimity which characterized their proceedings, the 
overwhelming public sentiment by which they weresustained 
in. the State, and the certain prospect of the prompt- secession 
of Mississippi from a Federal. Union, which must become, 
under the Black Republican regime soon to be inaugurated, 
the engine of the degradation and destruction of the South. 
I solicited the co-operation. of Louisiana in the action 
Mississippi: proposed. to take as the only means left for the 
protection of Southern Rights and honor, I wag gratified 
to learn from these distinguished patriots and statesmen that 
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the actión and predominant sentiment of Mississippi met with: 

their cordial sanction and s suey and that they had every: - 

confideñce' the people of Louisiana would. vindicate “the. 

constitutional rights of ‘the South: by: the ;aetion «of their « 
tate Convention. 

During my interview with Gov. Moore I was waited upon 
by a committee of both -branches of the Legislature and 
invited to a seat within the bar of their respective chambers. 

On the day following at 10 o'clock, I was formally 
received by the Legislature in joint session, when in reply 
to the remarks I had the honor to submit, Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Hyams, President of the Senate, made an able and 
eloquent address, a copy of which I. herewith furnish as 
indicative of the sentiment of Louisiana. 

After further conference with the Governor, Lieutenint- ' 
Governor, Attorney General, and the members of the Leg- 
islature, I took my leave of them, and shall ever cherish the 
most gr: rateful ‘recollection .of the courtesy, oe “and 

cordial hospitality I received at their hands. ^^. - i 

The Legislature, by a unanimous vote has called a iion 
vention, to assemble.on the 23d of J anuary proximo,'and F : 
think I may with entire confidence, predict that within: a 
few days thereafter she will assume her place in the. cud , 
Southern column, freed of Federal shackles, and resolve to: 
submit only to sucha Government as brave and Honora 
men can approve. 

I have the honor, sir, to remain, 

Your obedient servant; ^: S 
WIRT ADAMS, Commissioner. ` 


Harney Hous, Baton Rover, La., December 1, 1860; p 


To: Hrs EXCBLLENCY T. O. MO ORE, . 
; Governor. oF La. 


Sir : 1 -have.the honos to place her ewith in the ere of: 
your Excellency my credentials as Commissioner from thé 
State of Mississippi to the State of Louisiana, and accompa.: 
nying the same a ‘copy of the Resolution: passed: by the: 
Legislature of my State, under the sanction of which His 
Excellency-the Governor of Mississippi has made this and. 
other appointments..  - 

In discharge of the trust thus confided: to me, it will afford. 


1 : 


me:the:highest pleasure to communicate with your Excellen- 
cy in writing, or-by a personal interview, -at such time as 
may: be.mosf consistant with your convenience and pleasure. 
have the honor, sir, to subscribe myself, 
co 4. “Your most obedient servant, 


- -- . WIRT ADAMS, Commissioner. 


ADDRESS. 
Mr. President. and. Gentlemen. of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the. State of Lovisiana-:—In behalf of the 
State of Mississippi, I tender to your Exeentive, to your 
Honorable bodies, and to the people of Louisiana, my pro- 
found acknowledgments for the distinguished courtesy and . 
kindne:s which have been extended to her representative, 

T have been. commissioned by the Governor of. my State 
to communicate formally and officially to the authorities and 
poople.of Louisiana, “that the Legislature of Mississippi has 
passed an act calling a Convention of the State to consider 
the present threatening relations of the Northern and South" 
ern: sections of the Confederacy, aggravated by the recent 
election of a. President upon principles of hostility to the: 
States of thé South; and to express ihe earnest hope. of 
Mississippi that Louisiana will co-operate with her iu the © 
abe of efficient measures for their common defense and : 
Safety. - : Pe. m - "D > 

In addition to the act ealling a Convention; which passed 
both branches of the Legislature of Mississippi by a unani-: 
nious vote, a series of resolutions were adopted by a vote ap- . 
proaching the like unanimity, which after reciting the 
grievancés of the. Southern States, declared secession to be 
the only remedy. |— |... | T 

The discharge of, this’ important trust, sir, has been ren- 
dered no tess simple than grateful. The recommendations 
of your enlightened- and' patriotic Executive, contained in 
bis message, followed as they have been by the prompt and . 
wise-action of “this Legislature, in calling a Convention of 
the people of Louisiana; and making a munificent appropria- 
tion-for arming:.the State; the manifestations of an almost. 
unanimous public: sentiment, which I witness around me, 
rendér any words of argument.or exhortation from me, more 
than: superfluous... As.jvell, sir, might L attempt to swell the 
volume of the majestic stream which poars its resistless tide. 
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past your beautiful capitol, by adding one drop to-its waters, 
as essay to deepen the convictions or confirm the unalterable 
resolves of your noble and gallant State. She has well ex- 
emplified the maxim that the time for argument in this eon- 
test with the North has gone by forever, and the time for 
action has come. It is but doing her justice to say, that 
everywhere in this broad land, has she been distinguished for 
the moderation, conservatism’ and patriotism of her people. 
And could she give more signal proof of thiswell-deserved 
character, than in her present determination to preserve the 
rights, the honor, and the interests of her citizens intact, in 
the gravest and most perilous juncture that was ever presen- 
ted to a free people? EAS 

I réjoice, Mr. President, at these unmistakable indications 
of her purpose, and shall bear back the intelligence of your 
action to the Governor and people of my State with no or- 
dinary gratification. And amongst the popular manifesta- 
tions which I have witnessed, I shall not forget that your 
imperial city of New Orleans, which reposes by the river 
side and the sea, has recently emblazoned aloft her sentiments, 
and elevated above the Crescent of her commereiál grandeur 
ih» radiant Cross of the true Southern faith. . m 

It is peculiarly proper, sir, that the States of Louisiana 
and Mississippi, contiguous in territory, and bound together 
by the closest commercial and social ties, should stand and 
act together in this contest with a malignant and ruthless 
foe. Upon the plains of Chalmette and the fields of Mexico, 
their gallant sons, in the past, have locked their shields ; and 
now, in the midst of perils far greater, involving life, honor 
and property, I fervently hope they will be found in the 
future, in opinion and action, united in bonds fraternal and 
indissoluble. | “i 

At the close of this address, the Assembly, and the large 
crowds in the lobbies and galleries, greeted the Mississippi : 
Commissioner and his sentiments with loud applause. : 

Lieutenant-Governor Hyams then invited the Commission- 
er from Mississippi to ascend the Speaker’s stand, and with - 
great earnestness addressed him in the following speech ;” 

Sir :—I welcome you, as the Commissioner from the State 
of Mississippi, to the Halls of the Legislature of Louisiana, 
assembled in joint session for the occasion—to take. counsel 
together this day, when a ruthless majority of the people of 
the Northern States, regardless of the rights of the Southern 
States, are about to inaugurate a policy which utterly sub= 
verts their equality in the Union, and will at no distant day - 
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buluinate in vedielag bhebi de a condition fhe worse then 
colonial vassalage:. Afters long train of injuries, abuses 
and usurpations, od? sturdy ancestry broke the yoke of 
British domination, aid established with their blood the in- 
dependence of the Statés, and subsequently adopted the 
Constitution of the United States, in order to form. à more 
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, 
provide for the common defense, “promote the general wel- 
fare and secure the blessings of liberty to themselves and 
their posterity.” How have the majority of the people of 
the Northern States kept the bonds? We have under the 
forms of the Constitution elevated to the Presidency of the 
United States, (united only for the great purposes expressed 
in the Constitution,) a citizen of the North, as the represen- 
tative of prineiples so destruetive to the rights, liberties, 
property and lives of the people.of fifteen of the soverign 
States of the confederacy, that if promulgated in person to 
their slave population, in the spitit of the party to which he 
owes his elevation, would subject him to condign punishment 
—and in Louisiana, by her statutes, to imprisonment for life, 
or death, at the discretion of her courts. | 
Can any citizen of the South, or any true American, 
eontemplate the humiliating spectacle and not hide his head 
with shame, if he does not resist and throw off such disgrace- 
ful yoke at all hazards, and at every cost? - | 
ir, this revolution is determined upon by all true South- 
ern men, and the best means of its aecomplishment is the 
UNION OF THE SOUTH for the sake of the South, and to 
* further that great end, we understand to be the object of 
your mission. Louisiana, therefore, welcomes the Commis- 
sioner from Mississippi to her councils, to prepare for and 
maintain Southern independence, and like our fathers of old, 
we will pledge in the eause, "our lives, our fortunes, and 
our sacred honors.” | l 
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2 ." " [DOCUMENT D.] 
JACKSON, J anuary 10, 1861 a 


His ExcgELLENOY JOHN J. PETTUS, 9. 
GOVERNOR OF THE. STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 


Sir:—I have the honor to report+to you, that in execu- . 
tien of the trust reposed in me by. your “Excellency, as 
Commissioner to the State of Maryland under the act of the 
Legislature of this State at its recent session, l visited the 
State of Maryland without dclay after recciving my com- 
mission at your hands. DENN 

I visited the Executive of that State, who had before my 
appointment, came to the determination not to convoke the 
Legislature of his State; and I also addressed him in 
writing desiring to be informed whether in the present emer- 
gency of public affairs, he would call together the Legisls- 
ture. In my personal interview with him, I respectfully, but 
earnestly urged many considerations which appeared to 
demand an assemblage of the Legislature ; but he replied 
insisting that the emergency did not demand or justify such 
- action; and in reply to my written communication, he 
addressed me the letter which 1 herewith transmit, stating 
his views upon the subject and his determination not to call 
togéther the Legislature, under the circumstances then 
existing. | e 

I was not surprised at this. as I was aware at the time 
the commission was tendered to me by your Exeellency, that 
the Executive of Maryland, had taken his position not:to 
convoke the Legislature ; and, therefore, in accepting the 
commission, I stated to your Excellency that I was not hope- 
ful of doing any good to the cause of Southern rights through 
the direct action of the Executive of that State; but that I 
hoped to make known to the people there, the views enter- 
tained by this State in relation to our rights and duties in 
common with all the Southern States; and in order to do 
so, that I should address the people upon the subjeet. 
Accordingly after visiting the Executive, I visited several 
parts of the State, and made addresses to the people, setting 
forth, in my feeble manner, the views and position of this 
State, and inviting the co-operation of the people of that 

state. mE 

I am very happy to believe and to be able to say, that the 
people of Maryland are in heart and in interest with the 
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State of f. Mississippi, a and that they xin ultimately. be with 
us in political union. ^A large numbér of thé most eminent 
men of the State agree with us in principle; and the true 
course of the South, as we regard it here, is gaining strength 
and force every day: The peculiar local. situation. of the 
State—having a long line of a non-slaveholding State to 
whieh she is exposed, , and having the Federal Capital within 
her limits—now operates to restrain speedy action in support 
-of the course which we, of this State, deem the proper one 
in the emergency; and to this may be added the persistent 
refusal of the Exceutive, against all petitions, remonstrances 
and protestations, to allow the people to express their will, 
by the only mode in which it can be forinally done—a course 
which suppresses for the time the sentiment of the people 
and paralizes their action. But from the cordial reception 
. that sound doctrine met at the hands of that gallant. and 
patriotic old State in the address I made them, and in my 
personal communications with: them, I “doubt not that, as 
soon as she shall be relieved of, or is &ronsed- to bid: defi- 
ance to, the Executive contumacy which now paralizes their 
efforts and thcir will. she will wheel into the line of the 
Southern Confederacy, and add the old ^ Maryland line" to 
the fortunes and destiny where her rights, her principles and 
her. interest find a congenial home. The Revolutionary 
spark, has touched their hearts and will never beextinguished 
until ig accomplishes now what it achieved in the day of its 
original glory, the establishnient of her rights and her honor, 
by a re-pnion with the Southern States whose feclings and 
interests are identical with her own. 
, I have the honor to remain with high respect, | 
Your Excelleney's obedient servant, i. 
A. H. HANDY. 


STATE OF MARI YLAND, Execus TIVE CHAMBER.. } 
ANNAPOLIS, D ecember 19, ,1860.. į 
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Str — Your letter of the 18th. instant, inforins me. that 
you have been appointed by the Governor of Mississippi, i in 
pursuance of a resolution of theLegislature, a. Commissioner 
to the: State of A Maryland.: : and that the oceasien of your, 
mission is * the present crisis in she national affairs of. this 
country, and the danger which. impends 1 the safety and rights - 
of the Southern States, by reason of the election of a 
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i 
yectienal unadidaie de the office af feoddüit af ihe Unites 
States, and upon a platform of principles destructive ef our 
Constitutional rights: and which, in the opinion of thé 
State of Mississippi calls for prompt and decisive action for 
the purpose of our protection arid future Security." 

You also inform më that Mississippi desires the 60-opera- 
tion of her sister States of the South, in measures necessary 
to defend our tights; and to this end, you desire to know 
whether 1 will convene the Legislature of Maryland, for the 
purpose of counselling with the constituted authorities of 
the State of Mississippi: and at what time it may be ex- 
pected our General Assembly will be called for that purpose. 

In the conversation I had with you this morning, you 
were good enough to explain, more fully, the views and 
intentions of Mississippi in this matter: her desire that our 
Legislature should also appoint Commissioners to meet those 
of other Southern States: and that action at once be had, 
by all the Southern States, for the formation of a new gov- 
ernment among themselves. 

The position of Maryland, as a small, Southern Border 
State, renders the exercise of any power I may possess, for 
the purposes indicated by you, a matter of very grave 
importance. 

Our State is, unquestionably, identified with the Southern 
States, in feeling and by the institutions and habits which 
prevail among us. But she is also conservative, and above 
‘all things, devoted to the Union of these States under the 
Constitution. Her people will use all honerable means to 
preserve and perpetuate these. l think I know the senti- 
ments of her citizens in this matter; and that I am not 
mistaken when I say, that, almost "unanimously, they intend 
to uphold that Union and to maintain their rights under it : 
that they believe these last will yet be admitted and secured: 
and that not until itis certain they will be respected no 
longer : not until every honorable, Constitutional and lawful 
effort to secure them is exhausted,— will they consent to any 
effort for its dissolution. 

The people of Maryland are anxious that time be given, 
and an opportunity afforded, for a fair and honorable adjust- 
ment of those difficulties and grievances of which they, more 
than the people of any other Southern State, have a right to 
complain. And, iu my opinion, if the people of this Union 
really desire its continuance and perpetuity, such adjustment 
may be effected. I hope, and believe, it will be effected ; 
and promptly; and until the effort is proved to be vain, Í | 
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cannot consent, by any precipitate. or revolutionary action 
to aid in the dismemberment of this Union. | 

When 1 shall see clearly that there is no hope of such 
adjustment, and am convinced that the power of the Féderal 
Goverpment is to be perverted to the destruction, instead of 
being used for the protection of our rights: then, and not 
till then, can I consent so to exercise any power with which 
lam invested, as to afford even the opportunity of such a 
proceeding., : 

Whatever powers I may have, I shall use only after full 
consultation, and in fraternal concert, with the other Border 
States, since we, and they,in the event of any dismember- 
ment of the Union wil suffer more than all the others 
combined. : : 

I am now in correspondence with the Governors of those 
States; and I await with solicitude, for the indication of 
the course to be pursued by them. When this is made 
known to me I shall be ready to take such steps as our duty . 
and interests shall demand ; and I do not doubt the people of 
Maryland are ready to stand with the people of those States 
for weal or woe. f mE "E 

1 fully agree with all that you have said as to the neces- 
sity for protection to the rights of the South ; and my sympa- 
thies are entirely with the gallant people of Mississippi who 
stand ready to meet any infringement of those rights. But. 
I earnestly hope they will act with prudence as well as with 
courage. Let us show moderation as well as firmness; and 
be unwilling to resort to extreme measures until necessity ` 
shall leave us no choice. bs M 

I am unable to inform you when the Legislature of this 
State will be called together ; for until I can perceive the 
necessity for such a step, 1 am not willing to awaken the 
apprehensions, and excite the alarm, which such a call, at 
the present time, could not fail to excite. | 

I have the honor to be, | 
Very respectfully, 
. Your obedient servant, 
"E THOS. H. HICKS. 
Hon. A. H. Haw»... = 3 


Commissioner of Mississippi. 
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Wasumorox, D. C., Dec. 26, 1860. : 
: 


His ExcELLE enor JOHN J. PETTUS, 5 
PO l GOVERN OR OF MISSISSIPPL - 


ta 


Sir:—The package you were 2 nicae to forward io me 
containing iny appointment of Commissioner of Mississippi 
to ihe State of North Carolina, I had the honor to receive 
on the 13th instant. In obedience to your instructions, I 
set out for Raleigh, the Capital of the State. on the 17th., 
andarrived there on the 18th. immediately on my arrival, His 
Excellency John W. Ellis, complimented me with a personal 
visit, and in. our first interview 1 made known the object of 
my mission. He welcomed me to the State in the kindest 
terms, and during the same evening f addressed. him a com- 
munication in which, in dispassionate but decisive language, 
I attempted to set forth the apprehended evils of which 
Migsissippi complains, and invited the co-operation ‘of North 
Carolina in devising a remedy. 

This communication w as laid before the Legislature with 
a short message, on the 20th, a copy of which is herewith 
enclosed. 

Your Conmissioner was received with great cordiality, 
courtesy and consideration by the Legislature of the State, 
and sympathy and respect for our State and her people were 
manifested on all sides. 

On the 20th, however, the Legislature, adj journed over for 
the holidays until the Tth of J anuary proximo. After my 
arrival, a bill appropriating $300,000 for the purchase of 
arms for the State passed the Senate with only three dissent- 
ing votes,.and when it was sent to the House of Commons, 
several test votes were taken upon the.bill which, demon- 
strated that an overwhelming majority of that body. favored 
the appropriation. This bill will be the first business in 
order on the reassembling of the Legislature. There was 
a strong feeling, however, "with many members to increase 
the sum from $300,000 to one million dollars. 

The bill providing for a call of the Convention of the 
State had been deferred when I arrived until the Tth of 
January. I feel confident that both these measures will be 

assed. 
i The prevailing sentiment of the Legislature and the people 
is that all the distracting questions arising out of our con 
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stitutional rights to property in slaves must be now settled 
for all time to come. An anxiety is felt to maintain the 
Union of these States, if that ean be done without a forfeit- 
ure Of honor and endangering our property. But to keep 
North Carolina in the Union something decisivo must be 
"dóne,and that atan early day, to effeetually "arrest. the 
carrying into' effect the policy of the Black Republicans. 
As soon as ali hope of a satisfactory adjustment of the 
slavery issues is abandoned, the voice of North Carolina 
-© will be well nigh unanimous for a Southern ` Confederacy. 
- There is already -a very large, spirited’ and talented pro- 
portion of the people of the State in favor of separate State 
action and immédiate secession. This feeling is growing 
daily; the mountain districts are zealous and enthusiastic ; 
the low country, where the large slave population is found 
is slower and more cautious. Bat the spirit of the patriots 
of Mecklenburg in-1775 is enterfhe the hearts of the people 
everywhere, and it will carry them to its legitimate con- 
` clusions of resistance to wrong-and the maidténance of our 
"Constitution in its purity against the revolution threatened 
by an irresponsible majority. Should the election ever be 
- presented whether North Carolina shall continue- her eon- 
- nection with the non-slaveholding States of the North or 


join her Southern sister States on the Gulf of Mexico, she _ 


will follow the promptings of her heart and unite her desti- 
ny with us. | ME BM EL 


In Congress, no disposition for acconimodation is shown, ~ 


and if there be no change, and 1 cannot helieve there will 
be, North Carolina will be ready to act decisively by the 
4th of March next. red | 


As far as I could ascertain the feelings and wishes of - 


North Carolina, it was that Mississippi, were she inclined to 
adopt the line of separate secession, should postpone the day 
on which her ordinanee of separation should take effect till 
the 3d of March, at which time, by reason of the failure of 
all efforts at aecommodation, she will be ready to become 
“her ally. and confederate—and itis further my opimon, that 
E ie North Carolina, so will'go all «the border slave 
ates. © 70 00 ae i o 9 
Thanking yóu for the confidence you have reposed in me, 
and ready now and at all times, to sacrifice life, fortune and 
' all I hold most dear for our beloved sovereign Mississippi. 
|; -T have the honor to be, °- rr oe 
To. . Your friend añd obedient servant, - 
eae a T TH 


e EX ' 


EN 
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RALEIGH, N. C., Thursday, December 20, 1860, 


To tHE HONORABLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
"E OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA. 


Gentlemen :—Herewith I transmit a communication from 
the Hon. Jacob Thompson, a distinguished citizen of the 
State of Mississippi, now present in this city as & Commis- 
sioner from that State to the State of North Carolina. 

The communication discloses in firm yet dispassionate 
language, the sentiments of Mississippi upon the subject of 
our national troubles, and will, 1 doubt not, meet with a 
cordial response upon the part of the people of North Caro- 
liga, believing as I do, that itis a settled conviction with 
them that all controverted questions touching the institution 


of African slavery in WT nited States, should and must - 


now be definitively adjusiBd, and the agitating subject forever 
removed from the minds of men. 

Apart from ihe grave character of the mission, it is a 
pleasing circumstance that Mississippi should select, as her 
messenger to us a native of North Carolina, upon whom she 
has heretofore conferred the choicest honors in the gift of 
her people, and it is with high satisfaetion that I now make 
a publie recognition of this courtesy. = — "E 

| ! JOHN W. ELLIS. 
Executive Department, Dec. 20, 1860. 


Ll 


ADDRESS. 
RALEIGH, N: C. Dee. 1860. 
His Exxcenenoy JOHN W. ELLIS, | 


GOVERNOR OF THE STATE. OF NORTH CAROLINA. 


Sir :—I have the honor to inform you that I have. been 
duly appointed a Commissioner from the State of Mississippi 
to the State of North Carolina. I have been instrueted by 
the Governor of Mississippi, to report myself, in person, to 
your Excellency and through your kind offices, to inform 
the people of this Commonwealth “that the Legislature of 
Mississippi has passed an act calling a Conyention of the 
people of: the State, to consider the threatening relations of 
the Northern and Sonthern sections of the United States; 


e 
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aggravated by the recent electign of a President upon prin- 
ciples of hostility to the States/of the South, and to express 
the earnest hope of RT that Morth Carolina will. 
co-operate with her, in the adéption of efficient measures for. 
the common defence and safety of the South.” : ee 
It-affords me great pleasure to accept this appointment, 
and to obey these instructions ; yet I most sincerely regret 
the public necessity which impels my adopted State to ask 
for the counsel and co-operation of my native State. Com- 
mon dangers threaten the peace, honor and safety of both ; 
and it is certain that an unresisting submission to the agres- 
sive and hostile policy of the Nothern States will inevitably 
involve both in a common humiliation and ruin. `The crisis 
demands action. Itis unbecoming a free people to close 
their eyes to the issue forced upon them, and to cry peace, 
peace, when there is no peace. The antagonism of opinion, 
upon the questions growing out of the recognition by the 
Constitution of the right of property in slaves, so long and 
angrily discussed, has at last culminated, in the adoption, by 
a majority of the Northern people of the doctrine of the 
“ irrepressible conflict." The leading idea of this creed is 
-that the Union of these States cannot endure, half of them 
slaveholding, and the other half non-slaveholding.. This 
conflict is to be inaugurated under the forms of the Consti- 
tution. on the 4th of March next, and if adhered to and. 
carried out, the assertions of its most violent advocates that 
“freedom is triumphant” and “that slavery is overthrown,” 
are selfevident propositions. | | 
It is admitted that each State must decide for herself, both 
the mode and measure of redress for present and prospective - 
evils and grievances. One destiny, howeuer, awaits all the 
slaveholding States of this Unión, and fate has indissolubly 
linked their fortunes together; Therefore, it is meet, and 
wise, and proper and expedient, that they should consult-and 
advise together; for their common defense and general wel- 
fare. ‘Thus the hasty and precipitate will be checked, the 
laggard and: spiritless aroused tó action, and a universal 
confidence will be felt; that. our rights, will be secure, aud 
our government placed on. the. safest and-surest foupdation. 
Mississippi is content witb the poruaes which ong feihers ` 
framed. The Constitution of the- United States already 
affords guarantoes which are ample for our security. But 
they arë found op parchment only. The people of the 
Northern States:haye not-kept faith with us. Not only have 
a majority of the non-slaveholding States rendred all legi 
lation for our protection nugatory and inoperative by State 


id 
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enactments, but on the 6th of November last, a majority of 
the people of all the free States endorsed a platform of 
prineiples in direct conflict with the Constitution and the 
decisions of the’ Supreme Court, and thus the will ofa 
numerical majority—a majority trained from infancy to hate | 
our people and Suet institutions, are to be. substituted in 
their stead. ° PE S 

- The Executive aud Indic d depa irtments of the govern- 
ment, and the Senate of the Un ited States have always held 
that property in ‘shaves was recognized by the..Constitation, 
and therefore, under a common flag was entitled to: protec: 
tion. * The dominant partp deny this pf oposition. and thus 
by their construction, the Constitution will be changed, this 
common Government will be revolutionized, and instead of 
throwing its broad shield over all the citizens of all the 
States, protecting each and all equally in the possession ann 


enjoyment of their rights of property, it will be perverted 


into an engine for the destruction of our domestic institu- 
tiohs, and the subjugation of our people. 

- The question which is now submitted botn to Mississippi 
and North Carolina, is this, shall we sit quietly down without 
a murmur, and allow all our constitutional rights of property 
to be taken away by a construction of the Constitution 
which originates in hostility and hatred, or shall we, as men 
who know our rights, bestir ourselves, and by a firm, united 
and cordial “ co-operation, ? fortify and streng then them, 


that they may be transmitted unimpaired .to our. children, 


and our children’s children, throughout all generations. 
Wisdom dictates that all the questions. arising out of the 


- institution of slavery, should he settled now and settled 


forever. 
A people alos of thetr liberty will ‘dete ect dics while 
it is yet afar off and provide the remedy: If ever there was 
a a answering this description the past glorious history 
of D e ‘Carolina will point out ‘your fellow-citizens asthat 
people. ^ 
Tick this. message of Mississippi to you, and. hali 
you, to the people of North Carolina; and I hope that.you 
will allow me to inform Mississippi that.N orth* Carolina is 
fully alive to thé importance of the present crisis, aud. “will 
cooperate with her in the adoption of efficient; measures for 


the common defense and safety of. the:Sonth.”. bo LS. 

E ct ae the honor be, with great respect, + e 
EN ee sce. Your obedient: ‘servant 

y T. ^ po 25 3. TH OMPSÓN, 


e e 7, Comision rd Hii 


See SS T » “2 nee gic * od # PE a a s> wm z~ " E - 
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voc E Pa Rok, ARKANSAS, December 22 28; ;1860.. 
ihid iini J. 3. PETTOS, 


Sin :—I have ‘only time to day to transmit to you the 
action of the authorities of Arkansas concerning the ob ests 
of the mission with which 1 have been en rusted. 

A bill calling a Convention of the people-has just passed 
the House of Representatives by a nearly unanimous vote 
and it is believed will pass the Senate-on: to-morrow or at 
an early day. 

"Reserving the privilege of making a report and detail of 
the events’ connected with my visi if to the Capital of our 
sister of Arkansas. ~, 

I am, with sentiments of high respect. and conside: alon: 

2 Your obedient: servant, 

Ro G. R. FALL, Commissioner. 


* t> 
T R " * 


. oy 
he 
RE. 


Bind Mesage. from the Governor rclazive to sae *ssione 
di Aou pu 


Mn. SPEAKER :—Í am sirios by the governor, to 
deliver to the House of Represéntatives the fo lowing mes- 
sage and. accompanying documents.  - 

WIM. MATHENY, Private Secretary. 
Deeenibir. 18, 1860. EE 


Ma. Spas AND Gunan OF THE Hovsk OF * REPRE- 
SENTATIVES :—For the information of your honorable body, 
Y beg «leave to’ communicate to you, the. ere letter, 
addressed to me by the. Hon. George R. Fall, a commissión- 
er deputed by the authorities of the State of Mississippi, to 
. the State of Arkansas, tó inform. the people of this common- 
wealth of the action taken by the ue. ature of said State, 
touching-the presént eoi fs ong existing: between 
the Notthern and Southern: States ‘of the Union; -* > 

Algo the "letter of appointment. or. ‘commission, given: "by 
his exeallency,. John: Pettus, Governor ` ‘of: te 8 State of 
Mississippi; to EVE conithissioncr. FR e 


¥ 


3 


t 
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Also, the convention bill, and federal-resolutions, passed 
by th: legislature of that State, and delivered in perso 1 by 
the said Hon. Geo. R. Fall, commissioner, to methis morning. 

HENRY M. RECTOR. 


m 


P —————— à 


* MEM 
Lirtte Rock, ARKANSAS, December 17, 1860. 
His ExcgLLENCY, H. M. RECTOR, 


Str :—It has been made my duty to inform your excellen- 
cy, that the legislature of the State of Mississippi, “has 
passed an act calling a convention of the people of the State 
to consider. the present threatening relations of the Northern 
and Southern sections of the confederacy, aggravated by 
the election of a president upon principles of hostility to the 
States of the South, and to express the earnest hope of 
Mississippi, that those States will co-operate with her in the 
adoption of efficient measures for their common decence and 
safety.” I herewith present that act, and also a preamble 
and resolution, passed by the same body, upon a subject of 
vital interest, not only to the people of Mississippi and the 
slaveholding States, but to the people of all the States of the 
Union. 

I take the occasion to remark, that the action of the 
Mississippi legislature was marked, I believe, by entire 
unanimity. On the eve of great events, that body resolved 
to bury old partizan feuds, and as members of the same family 
to make a united and concentrated efforts to receive south- 
ern co-operation and southern resistance in defence of south- 
ern honor and institutions. Doing nothing rashly—making 
no issue for her sister States, she seeks their earnest and 
- cordial co-operation, with a view of obtaining a full and. 
final setilement of this great question of the century ; but if; 
after a reasonable delay, her propositions aré rejected, she 
willrésume her sovereignty, and meet the strife alone, let 
the consequences be what they mày. |. . ^ ^ . 77 


_ Trusting, sir, that in the approaching conflict, the grat, 
State of which you are the honored executive, will be found: 
co-operating with Mississippi, I am with high respect, -` 

. Your excellency's obedient servant, =" 


ervant, e 0 


~ 
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STATE OF ARKANSAS. 
WEDNESDAY, December 19, 1860. 


In the Senate the following proceedings, among others, 
were had, to-wit : | E 
- - The following message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by the clerk : M | 

Mn. PRESIDENT :—I am instructed to.inform your honora- 

ble body that the House of Representativeshave adopted the 
following joint resolutions, to-wit : 
. “Bett resolved by-the General Assembly of the State of 
Arkansas, That we have received, with the highest senti- 
ments of respect, the communications which have been made 
to us by the State of Mississippi through her distinguished 
commissioner, George R. Fall, Esq., and we hail with the 
highest pleasure, this assurance on the part of Mississippi, 
that the fraternal regard and warm relations which have 
characterized, heretofore, the intercourse of our States will 
continue and that our citizens have a common interest, deep, 
lasting and abiding. ; 

Resolved, That we discharge a just and pleasing duty in 
testifying to the State of Mississippi the able and dignified 
manner in which her commissioner has discharged the offices 
entrusted to him by his State. 

Resolved, That the State of Arkansas deeply appreciates 
the motive of Mississippi in proposing to counsel with those 

. who have a common interest and a common destiny with 
herself, fully recognizing, with her, the necessity for-prompt 
and early action in view of the present disturbed relations 
between the two sections of our confederacy ; that we feel 
this government has been prostituted by the fanaticism of a 
' large political party from the high and pure objects: for 
> which it was formed, and rendered an engine of oppression 
. to those whom. our forefathers recognized as” co-equals in 
this government. © . °°. -— : a 
.. Resolved, That the Governor. of this State be requested 
“to communicate the foregoing resolutions to. the Governor. of 
Mississippi... ^ . «. cc IMPER A 
Resolved, That the. President of. the Senate and Speaker 
of ihe.House of Representatives, transmit to the Hon. Geo. 
R. Fall a copy of the foregoing resolutions." 
Said resolutions are herewith transmitted for the concur- 
rence of your honorable body, Mors Muere M asked. 


Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
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FRIDAY, December 21, 1860. 


On motion of. Mr. McColloch, the House joint resolutions 
complimentary to Hon. Geo. R. Fall, were taken up, read 
and concurred in. 

In testimony that the foregoing proceedings were had as 
appears from the journals of the two houses of the General 
Aseembly, the President of the Senate and Speaker of the 
House of Representatives hereto sct their hands, the same 
being attested by their Secretary and Clerk, on this twenty- 
first day of December. A. D. 1860. 

THOMAS FLETCHER, 
President df the Senate. 
BRADLEY BUNCH, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Attest : 
JOHN D. KIMBALL, 
Secretary of the Senate. 
S. M. Scort, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 


a] 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS, December 20, 1860. 
His ExcELLENCY HENRY M. RECTOR, 


Sir :—Having discharged the duties assigned me, by the 
Executive of Mississippi, my official intercourse with your 
excellency will terminate on to-morrow. 

You will permit me to remark, that my sojourn in your 
Capital will always be remembered with pleasure, in con- 
seguence of the numerous evidences of respect shown to my 
State and the courtesy which has been personally extended 
to myself not only by your Excellency but by the Legislative 
authorities and citizens of Arkansas. . 

. I beg that your Excellency will accept’ for yourself and 
convey to the Legislature of your State this simple acknowl- 
edgement of my high consideration and respect.. «` 

Your Excellency’s obedient servant, |. _ 
G. R. FALL, Commissioner from Mississippi. ` 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, | 
LrrrLE Rock, Dec. 20, 1860. 


Hox. GEO. R. FALL, 


COMMISSIONER EXTRAORDINARY FROM THE STATE OF . I 
MISSISSIPPI TO THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, 


Sir :—I am in receipt of your communication. of this 
morning, announcing that.the duties assigned to you. by. 'the 
Executiveof Mississippi have been discharged, and that your 


official intercourse with the murum of Arkansis, will 
cease on to-morrow. 


"our ohedient, servant, . 
“HENRY: M. ‘RECTOR, 
, Governor of the State of £ Aran. 


m 


LrrtLE Rock, ARES Decoiiber Ic 1800. 


To Hs HxcmLLENcy, J OHN J. PETTUS, J 
a GOVERNOR. OF Misstssrert. 


Sir: I have already énclosed | to. ‘your "Eixcellency, ‘the 
official ‘action of the authorities of Arkansas, relating to 
the objects of the mission with. which I have been recently 
entrusted to that: State. -` 


sae upoi receipt of unm credentials, I repaired to 
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Little Rock and presented to His Excellency, Henry M. 
Rector, the Bill calling a Convention of the people of Mis- 
sissippi, together with the resolutions passed by our. Legis- 
lature at its late session. These documents were promptly 
laid before the Legislature of Arkansas, then in session by 
the Executive, and three thousand' copies ordered to be 
printed for distribution. Accompanying them was a note 
from your Commissioner, which, with other proceedings 
have been forwarded to the Executive Départment, to which 
your Excellency is referred. | E = . 
-When your Conimissioner left the Capitol of Arkansas, 
a bill calling a Convention of the people of that State -had 
passed the House of Representatives. by an almost unani- 
mous vote, and no doubt iš how the law of the land. 
The question of secession is a new one in Arkansas. It 
has never yet been debated or considered there; and it is. 
not therefore surprising that the people of that great State, 
. should not be as familiar with it, and as ready to act upon 
' it, as are the people of Mississippi, where it has been dis- 
cussed for many years, and where her most eminent states- 
men, cheerfully embracing this issue, have on more than one 
contest before the peoplé béen beaten down and driven to 
private life. Nevertheless, the evidences of a determination 
on the part of Arkansas to. co-operate with: the Southern 
States on the formation of a Southern Confederacy are of 
the most cheering and substantial character. The people 
are moving in their primary assemblies in all sections of the 
State, and the Executive and Legislative branhces of the 
government, recognize the necessity of prompt and early ac- 
tion in view of the threatening relations which exist between 
the Northern and Southern sections of the confederacy. 
. In my intercourse with the authorities of Arkansas, I 
have kept constantly in-view the chief object of my mission, 
and have not failed, on all proper occasions, to respectfully 
urge the views and policy of Mississippi; and it will be 
gratifying to your Excellency to be informed, that your 
Commissioner, officially as well as individually, was always 
received with the greatest kindness’arid the highest consid. 
eration, ^. "EE. qu "LI 
| l - I have thé honor- to be, .. X5 XE. 
... Your Hxcellency’s: «:: .. 
"Uoc. C ro »Obedient-servant, ^ 
GR. FALL, 
Commissioner from Mississippi. 


> 


* x 
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FRANKFORT, KY., Dec. 19th, 1860. 


His ExcELLEOY B. MAGOFFIN, 


Sir:—I herewith transinit to your Excellency a series of 


resolutions passed by the Legislature of Mississippi, at a 
.. called session thereof, on the 30th day of November, 1860. 
-.By these resolutions the Governor of Mississippi is author- 


ized and requested to appoint as many commissioners as in 


his judgment may be necessary to visit each of the slave- 
holding States and inform them, that the Legislatureof Missis- 
.&ippi had passed an act calling a Convention of the people 
- sald State to consider the present threatning relations of the 


Northern and Southern sections of the Confederacy, aggra- 
vated by the recent election of a President on principles of 


hostility to the States of the South, and to express the 
. earnest hope of Mississippi, that those States will co-operate 


‘with her, in the adoption of efficient measures for their 


- common defense and safety. 


The resolutions further provide, “that should any Southern 


. State not have convened its Legislature, the Commissioner 
; to such State, shall appeal to the Governor thereof to call 
' the Legislature together, in order that its co-operation may 
- -be immediately secured." | M mE 
... 2° In discharging the duty which devolved on the Executive 
rof Mississippi by the resolutions referred to, His Excellency 


* 


John J. Pettus, has conferred on me the appointment of 
Commissioner to the Commonwealth of Kentucky, Il am 


. + now ready to lay before your Excellency my credentials, and 


to enter into the conference contemplated by the Legislature 
of Mississippi in creating and filling the mission, I have the 


honor to await your Excellency’s reply. ` 


. Very respectfully, ^ 
W. 8. FEATHERSTON. 


D . Horn Sprmes, Jan. 2d, 1861. 
His EXCELLENOY JOHN J. PETTUS, | | : 


Str:—Immediately on the receipt of my credentials as 


. iCémmissioner to the State of Kentucky, I visited the Capitol 


mo y 
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of that Commonwealth. I learned in conference with His 
. Excellency Governor Magoffin, that the Legislature of that 
State, had not been convened, as well as the reasons which 
had restrained him from issuing-his proclamation for that 
purpose. I now have the pleasure, however, of announcing, 
that his proclamation has since that time been issued, and 
- that the Legislature of Kentucky will convene in extra 
. session on the 17th of this month. — 

I was assured by Governor Magoffiu, that Kentucky was 
- as emphatically pro-slavery as any one of her Southern 
sisters. And, in the event of a dissolution of the Union, 
and of Kentucky's being forced to make her election between 
the-two sections of the Confederacy, she would unquestion- 
ably go with the South. He also assured me, that a very 
. large majority of the people of that State, would not favor 
- the secession of Kentucky until in their judgment all honor- 
able means of securing their rights, and saving their honor 
within the Union, had been exhausted. That, they desired 


-. .& Convention of the Southern States, in order to agree upon 


such additional guarantees or amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States as would settle finally and forever 
this .sectional controversy, upon a basis satisfactory to the 
South. If these rights thus asserted by a Southern Con- 
vention, should not be promptly conceded by the North, 
Kentueky would then be ready for secession. Such is the 
present state of public opinion there, as I learned from every 
reliable source of information. I was proud to witness 
. . there, however, the same indications of a rapid change in 
Pos opinion that are now seen in all of the Southern 
tates. Kentucky is evidently moving in the right direction. 
Her people are a proud:spirited, chivalrie race who are 
disposed to-submit no longer to Northern aggression. The 
prompt secession of the Cotton States, would, in my judg- 

ment, speedily unite the entire South in one Confederacy. 

I have the honor to be, very truly, | 
l Your obedient servant, 

i W. S. FEATHERSTON. 

P. S.—I transmit to your Excellency herewith, copies of 
the only correspondence which ensued: between Governor , 
Magoffin and myself. 

2 Very truly, 
W.$, E, 
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[DOCUMENT I] 
JACKSON, Dec. 81st, 1860. 


His ExcELLENOY J. J. PETTUS, . 
"^ GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OP. MISSISSIPPI. 


Dear Sir: —L have the honor to report herewith the pro- 
ceedings of the Legislature of the State of Georgia, on my 
reception as commissioner, by your appointment, from the 
State of Mississippi. lso a copy of my Address delivered 
before that body. | te a 

I should do injustice to my own feelings—to the people of 
Mississippi—and more than all, to the authorities and people 
of the State of Georgia—if [failed to make known here, 
the distinguished kindness, and prompt attention, with which 
your Commissioner was greeted, at the Capitol of Georgia. 
Asa native son of Georgia, I felt proud of the dignity, 
generosity and fraternity, of her honored sons, in. their 
reception of your agent, and their cordial response to the 
message of Mississippi, which I had the honor to communi- 
cate; and asan adopted son of Mississippi and her accredited 
agent, I was equally proud, to be the recipient, for her, of 
the friendly greeting and assurance, unanimously extended— 
and herewith communicated to your Excellency. 

Jt affords me pleasure to add, that while there may be 
differences among her distinguished sons and their respective 
supporters, as to some minor matters, there is but one voice 
in Georgia as to her secession, in the event that Mississippi, 
| Alabama and Florida, shall have taken that step, before the 
meeting of her Convention, on the 16th January. I have 
the fullest confidence, that Georgia will never separate her- 
self from her sisters and her children, of the Gulf States. 
Nothing but hesitation, indecision, or delay, upon their part, 
will impede her onward march with them, to vindicate our 
common rights and redress our common wrongs. .. 

Very. respectfully, PESE X 
. Your obedient servant, : 2 

m ; WILLIAM L. HARRIS, 

Cominissioner from the State of Mississippit - > > 

to the State of Georgia. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,- "EE 
MILLEDGVILLE, GA., Dec. 15, 1860. i 


To the General Assembly :—1 have the pleasure to inform 
vou, that the Hon. William L. Harris, who has been 
appointed by the Governor of the State of Mississippi, by 
authority of the Legislature of that State, a Commissioner 
to this State, to inform the people of Georgia, through their 
Executive and Legislature, that the State of ‘Mississippi has 
called a Convention of the people of that State; for the 
purpose of considering our present grievances, &c., and 
asking our co-operation in the adoption of efficient measures 
for the common defense and safety of the South ; has been 
received at this Department, and is now ready to confer with 
the General Assembly, upon the subject of his important 
mission. | 

I herewith enclose a copy of the commission of Judge 
Harris, and ask for him the courtesy and consideration due 
his high position as a gentleman, and as the representative 
“of a sovereign sister "tate with whom we have a common 
interest. and & common destiny. S 


o JOSEPH E. BROWN. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. -: 
MILLEDGVILLE. Ga., December.15, 1860. 


WHEREAS, A message from His Excellency the Governor 
has informed us that the Hon. William L. Harris, a 
Commissioner from the State of Mississippi, to the State 
Georgia has arrived at the Capitol ; 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by the Speaker, 
to wait upon the Hon. William L. Harris of Mississippi, 
and tender him a seat upon the floor of this House, und also 
to act in concert with a committee to be appointed by the 
Senate, to inform him that the General Assembly of the 
State of Georgia, will be ready to receive and hear him in 
the Representative Hall on Monday next at 12 o'clock M. 

Resolved, That the Senate be requested to concur in this 
action of the House of Representatives. 

The committee appointed under the foregoing resolutions, 
consist of Messrs. Hartridge, Smith of Towns, Fannin, Ely 
and Tatum. ae 
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p SENATE omm. . 
MIEDO WELLS, Ga, December 15, 1880. 


On motion, of Mr. Billups, the. Senate concurred in the 
 vosolition of the House, and appointed Messrs. Billups, Mc- 
Gehee and Tracy, a committee on the part of the Senate, to 
actin cóncert with the committee of the House under said 
resolutions. . TE . 

On further motion, Hon. William L. Harris was invited 
to a seat on the floor of the Senate. 

: After the committee had discharged their duty ; the two 


| Houses. met in convention, when the Hon. William L. Harris, 


Commissioner of the State of Mississippi, was introduced 
and delivered his Address. When on motion, the. Senate, 
returned to their Chamber. 

The following resolutions were then offered i in the Senate 
by the Hon. Thomas Butler King. 

Resolved. That a Joint Select Committee be appointed, of 


six on the part of the Senate and seven on the part of the 


House of Representatives, to consider and report the proper 
form and terms. in which to express the opinion of this 
General Assembly in response to the friendly and important 


communication from the State of Mississippi,- through her 


. Commissioner the Hon. W. L. Harris. 


m. 


"The committee appoited under said resolution are Messrs. 
King, Moore, Briscoe, Holt, Lawton and Printup. 

On motion of Mr. Hartridge, the House concurred in the 
resolution of the Senate, and appointed Méssrs. Har tridge, 
Lester, Fannin, Lewis, Anderson, Barnes and Harris, a com- 
mittee'to. act in concert with the committee of the Senate 
under said- resolution. 

Mr. King from the Joint Select Committee, to whom was 
refér réd the communication of the-Governor of Mississippi 
to the Governor of this State, asks leave to submit the 
following report : 


- WHEREAS, A large. portion of the "people: of ihe. non-slave- 


holding States, have for many years past, shown in many 
ways a fanatical spirit -bitterly hostile to the Southern 
. States; aiid have through the instrumentality of incendiary 
. publications, the pulpit «and the; newspaper press, finally 


. «Organized à political party. for the avowed purpose of i 


destroying the institution: of slavery, ‘and. consequently / 
spreading ruin and desolation among the people. in every 
portion of the States where it exists ; 

0 
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And whereas, This spirit of fanaticism has allied itself with 
a, design long entertained by leading politicians of the 
North, to wield the taxing power of the Government, for 
the purpose of protecting and fostermg the interest of 
that section'of the Union, and also, to appropriate the 
common territories of the United States to the exclusive 
use of northern emigration, for the purpose of extending, 
consolidating, and rendering that power irreversible : 

‘And whereas, These designs and movements have attained 
ascendency, such as to combine a large majority of the 

. Northern people in this sectional party, which has elected 
to the Presidency and Vice Presidency of the United 
States, candidates who are pledged in the most solemn 
form and the plainest, repeated declarations to wield all 

_the influence and power of the Federal Government to 
accomplish the objects and purposes of the party, by 
which they have been elected :* 

And whereas, Many of the slaveholding States are about to 
assemble. in Convention for the purpose of adopting 
measures for the protection of their rights, and the secu- 
rity of their institutions: 

And, whereas, The State of Mississippi has, in a noble spirit 

raternity sent a Commissioner to communicate to this 
General Assembly, her desire in the emergency in our 
Federal relations ; Therefore be it, | 
Resolved, ist. That the General Assembly of Georgia, 
has listened with sentiments of profound sympathy and 
^ respect to the message of Mississippi, on the subject of the 
-present threatning relations of the Northern and Southern 

sections of the United States, communicated by.her distin- 

guished Commissioder, the Hon. William L. Harris. 
Resolved; 2d.. That believing as we do, that the present 
crisis in our national affairs, demands resistance, this Gene- 
ral Assembly, at its presentsession, has, with great unanimity, 
passed “ An act providing for the call of a Convention of 

.the people of Georgia, to assemble on the 16th day of 

January, 1861, for the purpose of determining on the mode, 

measure and time of that resistance. - ^ ^ ^ 
Resolved, 3d. That we cordially respond to the patriotic 

hopés of Mississippi, so earnestly expressed by her Legis 
lature, and so ably communicated by her Commissioner, and 
we do hereby give our sister State, the confident’ assurance, 
that in our judgment, Georgia will promptly co-operate with 
her, in the adoption of efficient measures, for the common 
defense, safety, and honor of the South,  :^ ` 


"ES 


> 


201 


"EE Em 
Resolved, 4th. That should any, or all of the Southern 
States determine, in thé present emergency, to withdraw 
from the Union, and resume their sovereignty, it is the sense 
of this General Assembly, that such seceding States should 
form a Confederacy under a Republican form of Govern- 
ment, and to that end, they should adopt the Constitution of 
the United States, so altered and amended as to suit the 
new State of affairs. i 
Resolved, 5th. That we do hereby express our cordial 
appreciation of the dignified and gentlemanly bearing of 
the Honerable William L. Harris, towards the General 
Assembly, as well as the. satisfactory manner in which he 
has discharged the responsible duties of his high commission. 
Resolved further, That His Excellency the Governor be, 
and he hereby is requested to cause all the. proceedings in 
the reeeption of the Commissioner from the State of Missis- 
sippi to be enrolled on parchment, signed by the officers of 
both Houses of the General Assembly, and by the Governor, 
with the seal of State attachéd thereto, and that the same 
be presented by him to the Hon. William L. Harris, as the 
respone of Georgia to the friendly greeting of Mississippi: 
CHARLES J. WILLIAMS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
| T. L. GUERRY, 
4, President of the Senate. 
Gro. HILLYER, ] B MEN 
| Clerk of the House of Representatives. ^: 
FreD. H. WEST, i 
Secretary of the Senate. 
JOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor. 
Assented to December 19, 1861. . 
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" MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., Dec. 17th, 1860. 


To Hox. W. L. HARRIS, —. pee 
COMMISSIONER OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPT : 

Dear Sir:—The undersigned Committee, appointed by 

the House of Representatives of the State of Georgia, to 

solicit of you a copy of your patriotic Address, delivered 

before the General Assembly, have the pleasure to consmuni- 

cate aoe EY to you, with the hope that you will comply 
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with our reasonable request. We have the honor to be 
yours, with considerations of respect. 
E ^|; W. H. PILCHER, u 
J. W. BRINSON, > Committece. > 
WM. GIBSON, MN 


M e EM a oat eal 


MiLLEDGVILLE, Ga., Dec. 17th, 1860. — 


Gentlemen:—Y ours of this date, requesting, on behalf of 
the House of Representatives of the State of Georgia, & 
copy the Address, I had the honor to deliver this day before 
the General Assembly, is before me. EE 

I will place the desired copy at your disposal, at the 
earliest moment in my power. | | 

With grateful feelings tó the distinguished body you rep- 
resent, for the compliment implied in their resolution,  ' 

I am, gentlemen, | 
Very respectfully, your obediaxit servant, 

. WILLIAM L. HARRIS. : 

Messrs. W. H. Pilcher, J. W. Brinson, Wm: Gibson, Com. 


ADDRESS. 
` * 


Mr. President, and gentlemen of Senate and House’ of 
Representatives of the State of Georgia:—I am profoundly 
sensible of the delicate and important duty imposed upon 
me, by the courtesy of this public reception. 

Under different circumstances, it would have afforded me 
great pleasure, as a native Georgian—reared aud educated 
on her soil—to express to you fully, the views which pre- 
vail in my State, in relation to the great measures of deliver- 
“ance and relief from the principles and policy of the new 
Adminstration, which are there in progress. 

I cannot. consent, however, upon the very heel of your 
arduous and exciting session, to availmyself of your respect- 
ful courtesy to the State I have the honor to represent, as 
well as your personal kindness to her humble representative, 
` to prolong the discussion of a subject which, however impor- 
tant and absórbing, has, doubtless, been already exhausted 
in your hearing, by some of the first intellects of your State, 
if not of the nation. | | tas 
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I beg, therefore, to refer you to the action of Mississippi * 
—already submitted to your Executive—to ask for her the 
sympathy and co-operation she séeks for the common good, . 
and briefly to suggest to you some of the motives which in-" 
Huenee her conduct. l s go UU 

I am instructed by the resolution from which I derive my `.. 
mission, to inform the State of Georgia, that Mississippi has . 
passed an act calling a Convention of the. people, “to con- 
sider the present threatening relations of the Northern and' 
Southern sections of the Confederacy—aggravated by the. . 
recent election of a President, upon principles of hostility 
to the States of the South ; and to express the earnest hope 
of Mississippi, that this State will -co-operate with her in 
the adoption of efficient measures for their common defense 
und safety.” , mE . 

it will be remembered, that the violation of our constitu- 
tional rights, which has caused such universal dissatisfaction. 
in the South, is not of recent date. Ten years sinee, this 
Union was rocked from eentre to circumference, by the very 
same outrages, of which we now. complain, only now “ag- 
vravated” by the recent election. Nothing but her devo- 
tion to.the Union our Fathers made, induced the South,' 
then, to .yield to a compromise, in which Mr. Clay. rightly 
said, we had. yielded everything but our honor. We had 
then in Mississippi a warm contest, which finally énded in 
reluctant acquiescence in the Compromise measures. "The, 
North pledged anéw her faith to yield to us our constitu- ; 
tional rights in relation to slave property. They are now, 
and have been ever since that act, denied. to us, until her 
broken: faith and impudent threats, had become almost in- 
sufferable before the late election.  .. , ZEE 

There were three candidates presented to the North by 
Southern men, all of whom represented the last degree of 
conservatism and concession, which their respective parties 
were willing to- yield, to - appease. the fanaticism’ of the 
North. Some of them were scarcely deemed sound, in the 
South,.on the slavery question and none of them suited 
our ultra men. And yet the North rejected them all; and 
their united voice, both before and since their overwhelming - 
triumph in this election, has been more defiant and more 
intolerant than ever before. They have demanded, and — 
now demand, equality between the white ànd negro races, , 
under our Constitution ; equality in representation, equality ' 
in the right of suffrage, equality in the honors and emolu- 
ments of ofice, equality in the social circle, equality in the 
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rights of matrimony. The cry has been, and now is, “that 
slavery must cease, or American liberty must perish, ” that 
“the success of Black. Republicanism i is the triumph of 
anti-slavery,” “a revolution in the tendencies of the govern- 
ment that must be carried ont.” 

To-day our government stands totally revolutionized, in its ` 
main features, and our Constitution broken and overt turned. 
The new administration, which has effected this revolution, 
only awaits the 4th of March for the inauguration of the 
new government, the new principles, and the new policy, . 
upon “the success of which they have proclaimed freedom to 
the slave, but eternal degredàtion for you and for us. . 

No revolution was ever more complete, though bloodless, 
if you will tamely submit to the destruction of that Consti- 
tution and that Ünion our fathers made. 

Our fathers made this a government for the white man, 
rejecting the negro, as an ignorant, inferior, barbarian race, 
incapable of self-government, and not, therefore, entitled 
to be associated with the white man upon terms of civil, 
political, or social equality. 

The new administratian comes into power, ünder the 
solemn pledge to overturn and strike down this great fea- 
ture of our Union, without which it would never have 
been formed, and to substitute in its stead their new theory 
of the universal equality of the black and white races. 

Our fathers secured to us, by our Constitutional Union, 
now being overturned by this Black Republican rule, pro-. 
tection to life, liberty and property, all over the Union, and 
wherever its flag was unfurled, whether on land or sea. 

Under this wretched, lawless- spirit and policy, now 
usurping the control of that government, citizens of the 
South have been deprived of their property, and for at- ` 
tempting-to seek the redress promised by the compromise 
laws, have lost their liberty and their lives. 

Equality of rights secured to white men, in equal sover- 
eign States, is among the most prominent features of the 
Constitution under which we have so long lived. 

This equality has been denied us in the South for years 
in fhe common territories, while the North has virtually 
distributed them as bounties to abolition fanatics and‘ for- 
eigners, for their brigand service in aiding in our exclusion. 

Our Constitution, in unmistakable language guarantees 
the return of our fngitive slaves. Congress has recognized 
her duty in, this respect, by enacting proper laws for me 
enforcement of this right. . 


And yet these laws have been continually nullified, and 
the solemn pledge of the Compromise of 1850, by which 
. the North came under renewed -obligations to enforce them, 
has been faithlessly disregarded, and the government : and its 
Officers set at defiance. 

Who now expects these rebels against the laws passed by 
their own consent and pr ocurement—rehels against. Justice 
and common honesty—to become pious patriots by the ac- 
quisition of power? Who now expects Mr. Lincoln: to be- 
-come conservative, when the only secret of his success, and. 
the only foundation of his authority, is the. will, and com- 
mand of that. Sap cs whose mere instrument, hé 1 is, 
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native :- 

"This new union with Lincoln Black Sna ana m f 
negroes, without slavery; or, slavery under our old constitu- .' 
tional bond of union, without Lincoln Black Republicans, of. 
free negroes either, to molest-us.. 

If we take the former, then submission to negro: equality - 
is our fate. If the latter, then ‘secession is inevitable—each. 
State for itself and by itself, but with a view. to the-imme- 
diate formation of a Southern Confederacy, under our pre . 
sent Constitution, by such of the slaveholding . States. as 
shall agree in their. Conventions to unite with us. ~~". 

Mississippi seeks no delay—the issue is not new. to hor. 
people. They have long and anxiously . watched - its. ap 
proach—they think it too late, now, to negotiate more com- 
promises with brankrupts.in political integrity whose recre- . 
ancy to justice, good faith and constitutional obligations is. 
the most cherished featuee of their political organization. >. 

She has exhausted her rights in sacrificial; offerings. i9. 
save the Union, until nearly all is lost. but her. honor. And. 
the courage to defend it. She has tried conventions. ‘until 
they have become the ridicule of both our friends and our 
enemies-—mere instruments of fraudulent evasion and delay, 

to- wear. out the SpA of: our. people, and, USES the. 
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hopes of our common enemy. In short, she is siok iu | 
tired of the North, and pants for some. respite from: eternal € 
disturbance and disquiet. | 

She comes now to you,—our dans old Mo Ded 
land of Baldwin, who first defiontly asserted and preserved 
your rights as to ‘slavery, i in the Federal Convention, in oppo-.- 
sition to Messrs. Madison, Mason, and Randolph, and the 
whole Union except the two Carolinas, —the land of Jack- 
son; who immortalized himself by. his bold exposure and 
successful overthrow of a legislative fraud and usurpation 
upon the rights of the people,—the land of Troup, the 
sternest Roman of them all, who, single-handed and alone, 
without co-operation, without consultation, but with truth - 
and justice, and the courage of freemen at home-on his side, 
defied this National Government in its usurpation on the 
rights of Georgia, and executed your laws in spite of the 
threats of Federal coer¢ion. Itis to you we come,—the 
brightest exemplar among the advocates and defenders of 
States rights and State remedies,—to take eounsel and solicit 
sympathy in this hour of our common trial. " 

I ask you, shall Mississippi follow $n the footsteps ‘of 
Georgia, when led by her gallant Troup? Ov, is it reserved 
for this generation to repudiate and expunge’ ‘the brightest 
page in the history of my native State? Impossible! . Godi 
forbid it! Forbid it,+ye people of. all Northern and 
Western Georgia, who, to-day, oie your existence and. 
unparalleled prosperity to the maintenance of oue Pn at: 
the risk of civil war. | 

I see around me some gallant spirits who Dg their FM 
in the dangers, and now wear with honor, here to-day in this 
Hall the laurels won on the side of their State, under the 
banner, inscribed “ Troup and the treaty" in that memorable 
struggle. Need T appeal to them in behalf:of my adopted 
State, to know on what side they will range themselves jn. 
this struggle of right, against usurpation, of brute- foree, 
against the Constitutional rights of a sister of this con: 
federacy of equal States?’ I make no such appeal; E know 
where you stand. * To. doubt it would. s to: ‘offer yen ii 
grossest insult. - | 

In this ‘school of old: republican. Me 1 dies ae 
first breath. ‘It was here; I first studied, then embraced, 
and next feebly advocated ‘the principles of State Rights and. 
State remedies of resistance to tyranny—of the supremacy 
and sovereignty of the people of a State, and the subservi- 
ency of governments to their peace and happiness and safe- 
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ty. These principles will descend with me to the grave, 
where this frail tenement of dust must perish, but ¿hey will 
live on with time, and only perish when tyranny shall be no 
more. ER D oo 

I need not remind your great State, that thousands and 
thousands of her sons and .daughters, who have sought and 
found happy homes and prosperous fortunes in the distant 
forests of her old colonial. domain, though now adopted 
children of Mississippi, still cling with the fond embrace of 
filial love to- this old mother.of States and of statesmen, from 
whom both they and their adopted State derive their ori- 


om.-: It will he difficult for such to conceive, that they are- 


not still the objects of your kind solicitude.and maternal 
sympathy. 


ississippi indulges the most confident expectation and 
belief; founded: on sources of information she cannot doubt, 
as"well.as on the existence of causes, operating upon them, 
alike as upon her, that every other Gulf State will stand by 
her side:in defense of the position she-is about to assume; 
and -she would reproach herself, and euery Georgia son 
within her limits, would swell. with indignation, if she hesi- 
tated to believe that Georgia too, would blend her fate with 
her naturalfriends; her sons and daughters—her neighbor- 
ing sisters in the impending struggle. MEE 

hatever may be the result of your deliberations, I be 
to assure her from my intimate knowledge of. the sipirit an 
affections of our people, that.no enemy to her constitutional 


rights, may consider his victory won, while a Mississippian | 


lives to prolong the contest. Sink or swim, live or die, sur- 
vive or perish, the part of Mississippi is chosen, she will never 
submit to the principles and policy. of this Black Republican 
Administration. - o | . oo 

She had rather see the last of her race, men, women and 
children, immolated in one common funeral pile, than see 
them subjected -to the degradation of civil, political and 
social equality with the negro race. 


- 


e 


208 
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ADDRESS OF | 
FULTON ANDERSON, ESQ. 
riada of Mississippi, 


Before the Convention of Virginia, in the City of Rich? 
‘mond, February 18, 1861. | 


ere ge 


Born under the same confederated government with your- 
selves, and participating in-the common inheritance of Con- 
stitutional liberty in the achievement of which your. ances- 
tors played so distinguished a part, we take as much of 
pride. and pleasure as you, her native sons, in the great 
achievements and. still greater sacrifices which you have 
made in the cause of the common government, which has in 
the past united them to you ; and nothing which concerns 
your honor and dignity in the future can fail to enlist our 
deepest sympathies. In recurring to our past history we 
recognize the Stafe of Virginia in the first great struggle 
for independence ; foremost not only in the -vindication of 
her own rights, but in the assertion and defence of the en- 
dangered liberties of her sister colonies; and by the elo- 
quence of her orators and statesmen, as well as by the cour- 
age of her people, arousing the whole American people in 
resistance to British aggression. And when the common 
cause had been crowned with victory under her great war- 
rior-statesman, we recognize her also as the-leader in that 
great work by which the emancipated colonies were united 
under a written Constitution, which for the greater part of 
a century has been the source of unexampled progress in all 
that constitutes the greatness and the happiness of nations ; 
nor do we forget that that progress has been due in a pre- 
eminent degree to the munificent generosity of Virginia, in 


209 


donating as a free gift to her country, that vast territory 
north-west of the Ohio river, which her arms alone had 
conquered, and which now constitutes the seat of empire, 
and, alas, too, the seat of that irresistible power, which now 
erects its haughty crest in defiance and hostility, and threat- 
ens the destruction of the honor and the prosperity of this 
great State. 4 

I desire also to say to you, gentlemen, that in being com- 
pelled to sever. our connexion with the government which 
has hitherto united us, the hope which lies nearest to our 
hearts is that, at no distant day, we may be again joined 
with you in another Union, which shall spring into life under 
more favorable omens and with happier auspices than ae- 
companied that which has passed away ; and if, in the un- 
certain future which lies before us, that hope shall be des- 
tined to disappointment, it will be the source of enduring 
Sorrow and regret to us that.we can no more hail the glori- 
ous soil of Virginia as a part of our common coúntry, nor 
her brave and generous people as our fellow-citizens. — 

Fully participating in these sentiments myself, it is with 
pride and pleasure that I ‘accepted the commission of my 

state for the purposes I have indicated. Though, when I 
consider the gravity of the occasion, the high interests which 
are involved, and the influence which your deliberations are 
to have upon the destinies of present and future generations, 
I eonfess my regrét that the cause on which I am come has 
not been entrusted to abler and worthier hands. - 

In setting forth to you, gentlemen, the action of my State 
and the causes which induced it, 1 shall be compelled to 
speak in terms of condemnation of a large portion of what ' 
has hitherto been our common country ; but in doing so, I 
wish to be understood as excepting from whatever terms of 
censure Imay employ, that large body of patriotic and 
conservative men of the Northern section, who have, in all 
our struggles, manfully defended thé constitutional rights of 
ouf séction. For them, the people of my State, have no 
cause of complaint, and whatever the future may bring forth, 
we shall ever remember thgir efforts in behalf of the Consti- 
tution and Union, as we received them from their ancestors 
and ours, with admiration and gratitude. Our grievances 
are not:from them, but from the dominant faction of the 
North which has trampled them under foot and now strikes 
at us from the elevation it has obtained upon the prostrate 
bodies of our friends. | l i 

I propose, gentlemen, in discharge of my mission to you, 


210 


briefly to invite your attention to a review of the events 
which have transpired in Mississippi since the fatal day when 
that sectional Northern party triumphed over the Constitu- 
tion and. Union at the recent election, and afterwards to the 
causes which have induced the action of my State. ` 


On the 29th of November last, the Legislature of Missis- . 
sippi, by an unanimous vote, called a convention of her 


people, to. take into consideration the existing relations 
between ¿he Federal Government and herself, and to take 


such measures for the vindication, of her sovereignty and 


the protection of her institutions as should appear to be de- 


manded. At the same time, a preamble, setting forth the. 


grievances of the Southern people on the slavery question, 
; and a resolution, declaring that the seeession of every 


aggrieved State, was the proper remedy, was adopted by &' 


vote almost amounting to unanimity, The last clause of the 
preamble and resolution, are as follows: ^. - - 07 
“Whereas, they (the people of the non-slaveholding States). 
have elected a majority of electors for President and Vice- 
President, on the ground that there exists an irreconcilable 


conflict between tlie two sections of the Confederacy, in 


reference to their respective systems of labor, and in pursu-* 


ance of their hostility to us, and our institutions, have thus 
declared to the civilized world that the powers of the gov- 
ernment are to be used for the dishonor and overthrow of 


the Southern section of this great Confederacy. Therefore, : 


be it 
“Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, 
That in the opinion of those who constitute said Legislature, 
the secession of each aggrieved State is the proper remedy 
for these injuries." 2 | 

On the day fixed for the meeting of the Convention, that 
body convened in Jackson, and on the 9th of January, 1861, 
proceeded to thé adoption of an ordinance of secession from 
the Federal Union, by which the State of. Mississippi with- 
drew from the Federal Government the powers theretofore 
confided to it, and assumed an independent position among 
the powers of the earth ; determined thenceforth to hold the 
people of the non-slaveholding section of the late confedera- 
cy as she holds the balance of mankind : enemies in war; and 
in peace friends. But at the same time, and by the same 
ordinance, it was provided “that the State of Mississippi 
hereby gives her consent to form a Federal Union with such 
of the States as may have seceded, or may secede, from the 
Union of the United States of America, upon the basis-of the 
present Constitutiomof the United States”. | 


- 4 


E 


e 2i 


This action of the Convention of Mississippi, gentlemen of 
the Convention, was the inevitable result of the position ` 
which she, with other-slaveholding States, had already taken, 
in. view of the anticipated result of the recent Presidential. 
election, and must have been foreseen by every intelligent 
obseryer of the progress of events. s | 

As early as the 10th of February, 1860, her Legislature’ 
had; with the general approbation of her people; adopted ‘the 
following resolution : = ^. MEN 

Resolved, That the election of à President of the United 
States by the votes of one: section of the Union only, on the ` 
ground that there exists án irrepressible conflict between 
the two sections.in reference to their respective systems of 
labor and with an avowed purpose of hostility-tó the insti- 
tution of slavery, as it exists in the Southern States, and as 
recognized in.the compact of Union, would so threaten & 
destruction:of the ends for which the Constitution was formed - 
as justify the slaveholding States in taking counsel together 
for their separate protection and safety.” NS 

Thus was the ground taken, not only. by Mississippi; but - 
by other slaveholding States, in view of the then threatened 
purpose, of a party founded upon the idea of unrelenting and 
eternal hostility.to the institution of slavery, to take posses- 
sion: of the --Government-and-use it to our destruction. It” 
cannot, therefore, be pretended that the Northern people did 
not have ample warning of the disastrous and fatal.conse- ' 
quences that would follow the success of that party in the 
election, and impartial history will emblazon it to future 
generations, that-it was their folly, their recklessness and 
their ambition, not ours, which shattered into pieces this 
great. confederated government, and destroyed this great 
temple of .constitutional liberty which their ancestors and 
ours..erected, in the hope that their descendants might to- 
gether:worship beneath its roof as long as time would last. . 

Bui; in defiance of the warning thus given and of the evi- 
dences accumulated from a thousand other sources, that the. 
Southern people would never submit to the degradation im- - 
plied.in the result of such an «election, that sectional party, 
bounded by a geographical line which exeluded.it from the. 
possibility. of obtaining a-single electoral vote in. the South- : 
ern States, avowing for its sentiment implacable hatred to 
usyand.for its policy. the destruction of our institutions, 
appealing to Northern prejudice, Northern passions, North- 
ern ambition and Northern hatred of us, for success, and 
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thus practically disfranchising the whole body of the Soutl. 
ern people, proceeded to the nomination of a candidate for the 
Presidency who, though not the most conspicuous personage 
in its ranks, was yet the truest representative of its destrue- 
tive principles. | | | 
The steps by whieh it proposed to effect its purposes, the 
ultimate extinction of slavery, and the degradation of the 


Southern people, are too familiar to require more thana : 


passing allusion from me. e 

Under the false pretence of restoring the government to 
the original principles ofits founders, but in defiance and. 
contempt of those principles, it avowed its purpose to take 
possession of every department of power, executive, legisla- 
tive and judicial, to employ them in hostility to our institu- 
‘tions. By a corrupt exercise of the power of appointment 
to office, it proposed to pervert the judicial power from its 
true end and purpose, that of. defending and preserving the 
Constitution, to be the willing instrument of its purposes of 
wrong and oppression. In the meantime it proposed to dis- 
regard the decisions of that august tribunal, and by the ex- 
ertion of barefaced power, to exclude slavery from the pub- 
lie Territory, the common property of all the States, and to 
abolish the internal slave trade bétween the States acknowl- 
edging the legality of that institution. l 

It proposed further to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and in all places within the Territory of the sev- 
eral States, subject under the Constitution to the jurisdiction 


of Congress, and to refuse hereafter under all circumstances, - 


admission into the Union of any State with a Constitution 
recognizing the institution of slavery. ' ! 

Having thus placed the institution of slavery, upon which 
rests not only the whole wealth of the Southern people, but 
their very social and political existence, under the condem- 
nation of & government established for the common benefit, 
it proposed in the future, to. encourage immigration into the 
public Territory, by giving the public land to immigrant 
settlers, so as, within a brief time, to bring into the Union 
free States enough to enable it to abolish slavery within the 
States themselves. "mi 

I have but stated generally the outline and the general 
programme of the party to which.I allude without entering 
into particular details or endeavoring to specify the yarious 
forms of attack, which have been devised and suggested by 
the leaders of that party upon our institutions... : ` 

That this general statement of its purposes is a truthful 


one, no intelligent observer of events will for a moment deny ; 
but the general view and purpose of the party has been 
sufficiently developed by the President elect. . EN 
“Tt is my opinion," says Mr. Lincoln, “that the slavery 
agitation will not cease until a crisis shall have been reached 
and passed. ^ A house divided against itself cannot stand. 1. 
believe this government cannot endure permanently, half 
slave and half free. I do not expect the house to fall, but T 
expect it to cease to be divided. It will become all one 
thing or all another. Either the ópponents of slavery will 
arrest its further spread and place it where the publie mind 
shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate ex- 
tinction, or its advocates will push it forward until it shall 
become alike lawful in all the States—old aswell as new, 
North ás well as South." ` | | EE 
The party thus organized on the principle of hostility to 
our fundamental institutions, and upon the avowed policy of 
their destruction, with a candidate thus representing that 
principle and policy, has succeeded in the Presidential elec- 
tion, by obtaining a large majority of the votes of thé people 
of the non-slaveholding States, and on the 4th of March next, . 
would, unless prevented, have taken possession. of the power 
and patronage of our eommon government to wield them to 
our destruction. Tn contemptuous disregard of the principle 
on which that government was founded, and received our 
assent, to insure domesti¢ tranquility, promote the general 
welfare, and, within the limit of its constitutional power, to 
exercise a fostering and paternal care over every interest of 
every sectión, it was to become our.foe.and our oppressor, 
and never to pause in its career of hostility and’ oppression 
until our dearest rights, as well as our honor, were érushed 
beneath its iron heel. | , e cte PT 
We, the decendants of the leaders of that illüstrious race. 
of men who achieved our independence and established: our 
institutions, were to become a degraded and a sübject class 
under that government which our fathers created to secure 
the equality of all the States—to bend our neeks to thé yoke 
which a false fanaticism had prepared for them, to hold our- 
rights and our property at the sufferance of our foes, and to 
accept whatever they might choose to leave as a free gift at 
the hands of ‘an irrepressible power, and net as the measure 
of our- constitutional rights. ` = 
- All this, gentlemen, we were expected to submit to, under 
the fond illusion that at some future day, when our enemies. 
had us in their power, they would relent in their hostility ; 
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that fanaticism would pause in its career without having -ac- 
complished its purpose ; that the spirit of oppression would 
be exercised, and, in the hour of its triumph, would drop its 
weapons from its hands, and cease to wound its victim. We 
were expected, in- the language of your own inspired orator, 
to "indulge in the fond illusions of hope; to shut our eyes. 
to the painful truth, and listen to the song of that syren until 
it transformed us into beasts." Tm 
But we in the State of Mississippi are no longer under that . 
illusion: Hope has died in our hearts. It received its 
death-blow at the fatal ballot-box in November last, and the 
song of the syren no longer sounds in our ears. We have 
thought long and maturely upon this subject, and we have 
made up oúr minds as to the course we should adopt. We 
ask no compromise and we want none. We know that we 
should not get itif we were base enough to desireit, and we 
have made the irrevocable resolve to take our interests into 
our own keeping. l A 
I have already said that twelve months since the State of. 
Mississippi, in connexion with other slaveholding States, had 
taken a position, in anticipation of the result of the recent 
Presidential election, from which they could not recede if 
they were base enough to desire it. I shall be pardoned by 
you, L trust, for adding that an event, of then recent occur- 
rence, which deeply concerned the honor and the dignity-of . 
Virginia, exercised a controlling influence in consolidating.. 
the Southern mind on this subject. When the exasperation 
wasatthe highest, which had been caused by the long and 
weary struggle which the Southern people had been com- 
pelled to make in defence of their institutions, the daring 
outrage on your soil, to which I allude, was perpetrated. 
. This State, relying on the faith of constitutional obliga- 
tions and of those friendly relations which they were created 
to uphold and maintain, unconscious herself of any senti- 
ment less noble than that of unwavering loyalty to her. 
constitutional obligations, and, therefore, wholly unsuspicions 
of any treasonable design against her own peace and wel: 
fare, was, in a moment of fancied repose, in a time of. pro- 
found peace, to her own amazement and that of the whole 
Southern people, made the scene of a foray by a band of 
conspirators and traitors from the Northern States, whose 
purpose was to light up the fires of a servile insurrection, : 
and to give your dwellings to the torch of the incendiary 
and your wives and children to the knives of assassins. The 
disgraceful attempt, it is true, ended in ignominious failure. 
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True that your slaves proved loyal, and by a prompt ex- 
ecution of your laws you vindicated your dignity and exac- 
ted.from the wretched criminals the just. forfeiture of their. 
lives. Butthe eventhad, nevertheless, a terrible significance 
in the minds of the Southern people. Tt was justly. consid- 
ered as the necessary and logical result of the principles, 
boldly and recklessly avowed by the sectional party which 
was then grasping at the reins of government and which is 
now about to be inaugurated into power. —.— .:. 2 3 

Letit not be supposed that I refer io this disgraceful 
event with a desire to stir up a spirit of hostility or revenge, 
or to reawaken those sentiments of just indignation which . 
the faet is so well calculated to excite. I refer to it as-a 
necessary and legitimate result of the irrepressible conflict 
which has been proclaimed, of which the President elect 
gave a true exposition when he said “There is a judgment, 
and a conscience at the North against slavery, which must 
find an outlet either through the peaceful ehannel of the. 
ballot-box or in the multiplication of John Brown raids.". I 
refer to it as a warning to the people of the Southern States, 
and to you the people of Virginia, of what they and you 
are to expect in the future when that party, whose principles 
thus give encouragement, -aid and comfort to felons and 
traitors, shall have firmly established its dominion over you, 

These are some of the causes, gentlemen, which have at 
last. convinced the people of Mississippi that the hour has 
arrived when if the South would maintain her. honor, she 
must take her own destiny into her own hands; but let it 
not be supposed that they have not always felta strong 
attachment to the Union of the Constitution, provided, that 
instrument could be administered in the spirit in which it 
was created. That form of Government, on the eontrary, 
is dear to their hearts, and its necessity to them and their 
posterity has received the sanction of their judgment. Lov- 
ine it not wisely, but too well, they have. elung to it long 
after its obligations were abandoned by those who were the 
chief recipients of its benefits, under the fond illusion that a 
returning sense of justice anda restoration of fraternal 
relations formerly existing, would secure tothem their rights. 
They long and vainly hoped that the time would again 
réturn, when each and every section of the Confederacy 
would: recognize the rights and interests of all, and that we 
might in harmony with each other have continued to rejoice 
over what liad been achieved of glory and prosperity. in the 
' past;and to look forward with united hope to the bright 
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and glorious prospect which an | observance of the principles 
of the Constitution promised in the future. 

Alas, how has that hope been disappointed ; how has that 
illusion béen dispelled ! 

Could we think that the crisis which is now upon us was 
but a temporary ebulition of temper in one section of the 
country, which would in a brief time subside, we might even 
yet believe that all was not lost, and that we might yet rest 
securely under the shadow of the Constitution. But the 
stern truth of history, if we accept its teachings, forbids us 
such reflections. t is not to be denied that the sentiment 
of hatred to our institutions in the Northern section of the 


Confederacy is the slow and mature growth of many years. 


of false teaehing, and that as we have receded further and 
further from the earlier and purer days of the Republic; and 
from the memory of associated toils and perils in the com- 
mon cause which once united us, that sentiment of hatred 


has been fanned from a small spark into a mighty conflagra- 


tion, whose unextinguishable and devouring “flames are re- 
ducing our empire into ashes. 

Ere yet that generation which achieved our liberty had 
passed entirély from the scene of action, it manifested itself 
in the Missouri .controversy. Then were heard. the first 
sounds of that fatal strife which has raged, with occasional 
intermissions, down to this hour. And so ominous was it of 
future disaster, even in its origin, that it filled even the 
sedate soul of Mr. Jefferson with alarm; he did not hesitate 
to pronounce it, even then, as the death knell of the Union, 
and in mournful and memorable words to congratulate him- 
self that he should not survive to witness the calamities he 
predicted. Said he: 

“This momentous question, like a fire-bell-in the night, 
awakened and filled me with terror. I considered it at once 
as the knell of the Union. It is hushed, indeed, for the 
present, but that is only a reprieve, not a final sentence. A 
geographical line, coinciding with a marked principle, moral 
and political, once concurred in and held up to the passions 
of men, will never be obliterated, and every new irritation 
will mark. it deeper, until it will kindle such mutual and 
mortal hatred as to render separation preferable to eternal 
diecord. 

I regret that I am now to die in the belief that the use- 
less sacrifice of themselves by the generation of 1776, to 
acquire self-government and happiness for their country, is 
to be thrown away by the unwise and unworthy passions of 
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their sons, and that my only consolation is to be that 1 live 
not to weep over it.” : 

But, so fir were the northern people from. being warned 
by these sad prophetic words, that at each renewal of the 
struggle the sentiment of hostility has acquired, additional 
strength and intensity. The. passions enlisted. in >it- have 
become more bitter, the disregard of constitutional-obliga- 
tions more marked, and the purpose to:destroy our institu- 
tions more fixed and definite. TE NBN COCOA, 

- An infidel fanaticism, crying out for a higher law than _ 
that of the Constitution and a holier Bible than that of the ' 
: Christian, has-been enlisted in the strife, and in every form 
in which the -opinions of a people can be fixed and their 
sentiments perverted, in the schoolroom, the pulpit, on the 
rostrum, in the lecture-room and in the halIs of legislation, 
hatred and contempt of us and our. institutions, and of the 
Constitution which protects them, have been inculeated üpon 
the present generation of Northern people. Above all, they 
have been taught to believe that we are a race. inferior to 
them in morality and civilization, and.that they are engaged 
. ina holy crusade for our benefit iu seeking the destruction 
of that institution which they consider the chief impediment 
to our advance, but which we, relying on sacred and profane 
history for our belief in its morality, believe lies atthe very 
foundation of our social and political fabric and constitutes 
their surest support. a a M X nc 

This, gentlemen, is indeed an irrepressible conflict which 
we cannot shrink from if we would ; and though the Presi- 
dent elect may congratulate himself that the.crisis.is at hand 
which he predicted, we, if we are true.to ‘ourselves, will 
make it fruitful of good by ending forever:the fatal struggle 
and placing our institutions beyond. the reach of further 
hostility. À Poa A a ae 

I know not what may be your views.of the subject, nor 
what your purpose in this crisis; but I haye: already told 
you what the people of Mississippi have resolved on, and to 
that determination, you may rely upon -it, they will adhere 
through every extremity. of prosperous or adverse fortune. | 
They, like you, are the:descendants of a revolutionary race, 
which for far less. cause raised-the -bannet of resistance 
against a far mightier’ power, and neyer lowered it until 
that victory which the god of' battle gives to brave men in 
` & just cause, had crowned their efforts and established their 


4 "independence; and they have, like them,. décidéd that the 


.. ‘time has arrived to trust for the safety-of their honor and 
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rights only to their own strong arms and stouf hearts rather 
than submit to placing those priceless blessings in the keep- 
ing of their inveterate foes. ne on 

. I shall enter into no discussion of the right of secession, 


pe” 


defense. - 

." But if it must beso, and we are compelled to take up 
- arms, we trust we shall know how to bear ourselves as free- 
. men engaged. in à struggle for their dearest rights. We 

have learned the lesson how to do so from the history of 

your own noble’ Commonwealth, and: we shall attempt, at 
. least, to profit by the glorious example. Tr 
. * ‘The conviction of the justice of their causé-will be a 
“tower of strength in the hour of battle; and. inspire the 
. hearts of the Southern people like the sounds of that divine 
* music, which in the words of the great poet, 


POL LCY i2 *Cheergd the hearts of heroes old, 
n Arming to battle ; ánd instead of rage 

“ira nile >: Deliberate. valor breathed firm and unmoved. 

Cueros e-e By dread of. death:to fight or foul retreat.” ` 


-= And when that hour comes, we know, too, where Virginia, 
- will stand., Her banner will ‘float proudly, “over, ne 
^ périlotis edge of battle” wherever it rages, and the blood of 
her sons will enrich every field where Southern men strike 
for their rights and their honors. 
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Having thus stated the action of my State, and the causes 
which induced it, I should probably best consult the propri- 
-=ettes-of the. occasion, by adding nothing to what L have 
. said.” I trust, however, I shall be pardoned for offeriiig one 
« or two suggestions for your consideration. The fundamental 
dea which has influenced the action of the seceding States, 
- ig the demonstrated necessity that the Southern people 
7 should take their interest and their honor into their own 
- keeping,and thus rescue them from the.power of an avowedly 
„j hostile government. Itis not that they are opposed to a 
; unton of the Confederated States. Such a form of govern- 
. meñt is not only dear to their hearts, but: its value. and 
[necessity to them, and their posterity receives the recog- 
nition a approval of their judgment. . It is no fault of 
i theirs that the Union, as it recently existed, has ceásed to be 
practicable or desirable. The Southern people may well 
recur with pride to the history of their connexion with that 
government. Well may they ask when have they, as States 
or individuals, proved faithless to the obligations it imposed? 
In what point have they fallen short of the full measure of 
"duty and comity to their sister States? What indulgence 
have they not shown to the insulting prejudices. and unrea- 
soning fanaticism of the other section? What saerifices of 
blood and treasure have they not made in the common cause, 
and what efforts to bring back the harmony which in the 
language of one of her most eloquent sons, reigned in those 
days when Massachusetts summoned Washington to lead the 
armies of New England, and when Virginia and Carolina 
sent supplies of corn and rice to their famishing brethren in 
Boston ? | tn 
. But such a form of government being demonstrated to be 
impracticable with the Northern people, all that is left us 
is the creation of a great and powerful Southern Union, 
composed of States inhabited by homogenous populations, 
and having a common interest, commpn sympathies, common 
hopes, and à common destiny. 

This is the inevitable destiny of the Southern people, and 
this destiny Virginia holds in her hands. By uniting herself 
to her sisters of the South who are already in the field, she 
wil make that a peaceful revolution whieh may otherwise 
be violent and bloody. At the sound of her trumpet in the 
ranks of the Southern Sifttés, * grim visaged war.willsmooth 
his wrinkled front,” peace and prosperity will again smile 
upon the country, and we shall hear no more threats of 
coercion against sovereign States asserting their indepen- 
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denee. "The Southern people, under your lead, will again be ` 


united, and liberty, prosperity and power, in happy union, 
will take up their abode in the great Southern Republic, to 
which we may safely entrust our destinies. These are the 


noble gifts which Virginia can again confer on the country, ` 
9j 4 


by prompt and decided action at the present. 
- In conclusion gentlemen, let me renew to you the invita- 
tion of my State and people, to unite, and co-operate * >.> 
your Southern sisters who are already in the field, in defen: 
of their rights. .We invite you to come out from the hot: 
of our enemies, and take a proud position in that of frir 


friends and kindred. Come and be received as an olde". 


brother whose counsels will guide our action and whe 


leadership we will willingly follow. Come and give us t. 


aid of your advice in counsel and your arm in battle, and : 
assured that when you do come, as we know you will dove: 
no distant day, the signal of your move will send a thrill 

. joy vibrating through every Southern heart, from the luo 
Grande to the Atlantic, and a shout of joyous congratula- 
tion will go up which will shake the continent frogi its 
centre to its circumference. i 
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STATEMENT Showing Assessmen of Personalty in the State of Mississippi, together with Number of Acres and Value of Taxable Lands, for Year 1860. 
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Auditors Office, Jackson, Mississippi, 


—— ANNOAL REPORT - 


OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE STATE. 
: OF MISSISSIPPI. 
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GENERAL HEAD-QUARTERS, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI; 


| 'ADIUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
JACKSON, January the 18th, 1861. 


His EXCELLENCY JOEN J. PETTUS— . 


Governor and Commander-in-Chief Misséssippi Militie. 


Sir :—Pnursuant to an act of the Legislature, prescribing 
the duties of the Adjutant-General, I have the honor to 
submit the following report for the year ending December, 
1860, and from January the ist, 1861 to January the i7th - 
inclusive: “> “> 
¡The past year was as remarkable for the military organ- 
‘zations effected in the State, as for the great political 
changes which took place throughout the country. | 

The precarious, condition. of political affairs in this 
'country, occasioned by Northern aggression upon the insti- 
tutions of the South, aroused the people of the Southern 
States to a sense of their imperfect security ; and their 
Legislatures by: wise coucil, made ample provision. for the 
'"arehase of arms-and mupitiens of war for the defense 
if the States. , .,. : 3 e d | 
' "The Mississippi Légiglaturgbeing duly impressed with a 
sense of her insecurity,’ andMBEused by the action of John 
Brown, and his confedergtes?&t Harper’s Ferry, in their 
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attempt to stajn and drench the soil of Virginia in inn. 
cent blood, made an appropriation in December, 1855, » 
$150,000, for the purchase of arms, in order to prepare her 
to resist effectually such a fanatical raid, should an attempt 
be made to perpetrate such an aet within her borders. 

$0 soon as the passage of the act appropriating the sum of 
= $150,000 for arms was known throught the State, military 
organizations commenced springing up from her Norther» 
borders to tho Sea-Coast. These organizations of Voluntece 
Companies progressed steadily ; though slowly during th * 
spring and summer months ; organizing at the rate of somes 
two companies per month ; the military ardor aroused eo 
the John Brown raid abating to some extent. " 


Within the past two months the politieal excitement 


- awakened by the election of. a. Black Republican to tie 


Presidency, being uprecedented, and without parallel in tte 
history of this country, these expiring military fires gre 
being rekindled, and companies are orgahized and huio 
been organizing, at the rate of from seven to eight pg” 
week ; numbering from fifty to sixty men, ready to marc 
to the fild of battle to defend the soil of their birth o 
adoption from the ignominious taunts of the Black Reput- 
Hean horde—and anxious to place her among the nation: 
of the earth asa free, independent and sovereign peopk 
discarding and disregarding the Union of the States ups). 


the present inequality of rights. While appreciating thei 


love for independence and State pride, I regret that the 
existing military law does not empower the Governor to 
call them into service, except within the limits of the State: 
the law is adapted to home service, or more particularly, tx: 
parade, and inapplicable to actual service on the field, å 


few suggestions and recommendations on this point will be: 


detailed in a subsequent paragraph of this report, to which 
special attention is requested. o 

The military fires enkirdled within the chivalrie sons of 
Mississippi within the past year are unprecedented in her 
military annals. The' number of companies organized i 
to the 16th January, 1861, dating from January ist, 3860 
amounts to sixty-five ; of this number, fifty-five organizo” 
as rifles, but some three or more have been furnished t: 
altered purcussion musket. and others will be compelled 
, resort to the same arm. Ot this number only one comps... 
organized as Infantry, and one as- Light Infantry (Mouse. 
Light Infantry and ^ Enterprise Guards as Infantry, +: 
rifled muskets). The number of Cavalry Companies frr,» 
amounts to eight, The number of Artillery three. 


| 
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As to the exact number of men composing these eonipa- 


nies, it is impossible to state definitely, for the reason that 
. the law upon which, these organizations were effected has 
been waived, for the past few months, owing to the exigen- 
eies of -the times, and again ia petitioning for organization, 
the companies frequently carry out the law to the extent 
only, to entitle them to organization,. that is only.getting 
thirty-two signatures to the petition, when the company 
. numbers, probably, fifty men or more. I therefore state the 
number of regular uniformed Volunteers will be-based upon 
. the arin «distribution, (and by approximation for companies 
not Welding arms) which is the surest method of arriving at- 
amestimate of the number of men. TAL 
The impossibility of procuring the Mississippi Rifle, with 
sabre bayonet, .has produced much dissatisfaction among 
the companies, and while it has caused the disbandment of 
some; prevented the organization of others, and has, there- 
fore, been prejudicial in two distinct; ways. Relative to the 
Mississippi Rifle, ibis but justice to state that every effort. 
has been made to proeure them within the power. of this 
Department. * " uu s 
¿This arm being renowned for the brillant victories achieved 
upon the battle fields of Mexico, in the hands of the First 
. Regiment of Mississippi Riflemen, has derived the appella- 
tion: o£. “ Mississippi Rifle,” and is the. principal arm called 
“for by the Volunteer corps. zn ads 
«ho; consequence, of the:nunerous applications for: this 
rifle, the. Adjutant-General in compliance with verbal in- 
-structions; proceeded North in May last for the,purpose of 
Making contracts for. this rifle, to. supply the demand 
; existing up to the time of depárture.. This - was effected 
| after. much .diffieulty, in.findiug.a süitable armory for its 
... manufacture... On the..6th of June a: contract was closed 
| with;:Eli Whitney, of Connecticut, for Hfteen hundred of 
.. these rifles, with bayonets, one thousand of which were to 
. be-delivered by the 1st of December, 1£60.. At the time of 
. the first. delivery of arms (Oct, 15th,) said Whitney raised 
' a point relative: to the inspection, fearing an inspection by 
. an officer of the Army, and refused to have them examined, 
. and, therefore, shipped out 60 of said arms, as samples he 
..Baid.of what.he eould.furnish; |. . |. Le co 
-arul bB arms, were-received: and. examined; and proved.10. be 
` old guns fixed up. Such an act being a violation of the 
letter and spirit of the contract, none of the arms were 
© biken as a part of the contract, though the 60 were taken 
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as an experiment. The affair is now being adjusted between 
a U. S. Senator and said Whitney, but owing to the bad 
faith of Whitney the arms will probably never be received, 
and the companies will have to resort to whatever can be 
- furnished. EE 
The number of commissions issued to officers of Volunteer 
Companies approximates two hundred and fifty-five, of this 
‘number sixty-five were issued to Captains, and one hundred 
‘and ninety to Lieutenants. . 
Several companies were organized and commissiuns were 
issued carly in the spring, but owing to causes but partially 
reported, they disbanded within a few months after their 
organization—among them “Sharon Rifles,” of Madsion 
county ; “ University Rifle Company,” Lafayette; '"Chicka- 
saw Dragoons, Chikasaw; “Home Guards,” Lowndes; and 
a few others. The commissions to the officers are not in- 
cluded in the aggregate of commissions. The number of 
men regularly organized into uniformed companies of 
Volunteers amounts to two thousand and twenty-seven, 
armed. Of the thirty-eight cómpanies unarmed, allowing 
fifty men for an average of each, we have ninteen hundred 
'" unarmed Volunteers— which number added to the number 
of armed men, gives an aggregate of three thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-seven men belonging to the Volunteer 
companies, which approximation will vary but little from 
- the correct number. This force, armed and properly offi- 
^ cered, would, on the field, be formidable to an advancing foe. 
^. "The number of arms in the hands of the troops amounts 
to 2,127 stand ; of rifles 1,256 ; of percussion muskets.391; 
of flint about 60; of pistols 462; of sabres 360; and will be 
classified in the schedule marked A in the appendix. .- 
The States quota of arms from the U. S. Government for 
the year 1860, amounting to 315 muskets, or their équivalent 
in other arms, was drawn in field artillery, amounting in 
all to 6 six pownder bronze guns, and two ‘12: pownder 
howitzers, all of which were dismounted, save one 6 pounder, 
with carriage limber and impliments and equipments 
complete, and 1 set of harness for four horses. These guns 
have all been mounted:at the State Penitentiary, and are 
ready for the field with the exception of harness, caissons, 
battery wagon and forge. Special attention is called to the 
caissons, battery wagons and forge. There isnot a caisson, 
battery wagon or forge in the State ; (at least no record of 
Such in the office) and a fild battery is incomplete, and but 
partially effectual without them. The harness is being 
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made, and the caissons, &oc., can be made at about the same 
expense as a gun earriage. Fortunately for the State, the 
quota for 1861, amounting to 319 muskets,.was advanced 
by the Secretary of War in May, 1860 ; and was taken in 
U.S.long range rifles with Maynard primer and sabre 
bayonets, and amounted to 212. In consequence of the 
inability to make variousirons necessary in the construction 
of the 6 pounder gun carriages, the Secretary of War . 
advanced the requisite irons on account of the quota.for 
1861, which irons amounted to thirty-four (34) muskets,-or 
$442 00; thereby reducing Xhe number of rifles. —. . 
The Legislature at the session of 1859 and '60, passed 
an act entitled “an act further to regulate the Militia and 
Volunteer systems," one section of said act established a 
“Volunteer Military Board,” to be composed of the Cap- 
Eus of Volunteer Companies of all arms throughout the 
Sate. i 
In compliance with the provisions of said act, the Boar 
assembled in Jackson, in May, and proceeded to effect an 
organization of the Volunteer forces. By the action of said 
Board the State comprises one Division, which is subdivided 
into two Brigades, each Brigade subdivided into two Regi- | 
ments and each Regiment into two Battàlions. 
This is the existing Volunteer Military organization of. 
the State, and will suffice unless there are numerous acces- 
sions to the volunteer corps, when an additional number of 
general officers will be required. By the existing law, the 
officers commanding the Division, brigades, etc., who are . 
elected by said Board, while exercising the command. of 
General and Field Officers, are only commissioned as Cap- 
tains. Such is unprecedented in military history ; and I 
therefore suggest in order to obviate a constitutional point 
which was raised on the passage of the bill, that said Board 
act as.a Convention, and be allowed only to make the 
nominations for these offices ; and that the members: of the 
Division, . brigades, regiments, &c., (the qualified electors) 
be required to elect the several officers, and that the nomi- 
nations be not confined to the Captains of Companies as 
at present, but extend through the whole of the different 
corps, thereby allowing privates who possess military qual- 
ifications, an equal chance with officers. ` I further suggest 
that thie elections for these offices be ordered from General 
Head-quarters, and to take place anually, or biennially, or 
otherwise, upon the same day throughout each command, 
By ^ method, the constitutional point will be obviated, 
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and a general or. field officer can be commissioned accord- 
ing to the rank he holds. 

The Board provides that the “Staff of the Commandant 
of Division shall consist of twelve,” and the “Staff of 
Commandant of Brigade shall consist of twice the nüm-. 
ber prescribed by the Army regulations,” without specifying : 
the rank of either member of each staff. I suggest that 
each staff be reduced, and that the rank of each officer be 
specified. No reports of the practical operations of the 
Division, brigades, &c., have been received at this depart- 
ment. I recommend that at the next meeting of the Board, 
a committee be appointed to draft a system of regulations 
for the Volunteer organization. The law requiring the 
Captains of Volunteer Companies to make annual reports 
to the Adjutant-General of the condition of their arms, has 
been but partially c-mplied with.. The reports that have 
been received, will be found in the Appendix. 

The number of men subject to military duty as far as 
reported, amounts to thirty-nine thcusand two hundred and 
sixty-three, and are distributed in the different counties, as 
follows, viz : 


Greene County, - - 216 men. ¡Coahoma County, - - 296 men. 
Covington *  - 438 Bolivar  .* -  .826 
Adams " -. - 759 " ¡Madison “  - 808 * 
Neshoba “ - -714 “ (Hinds « -771223 * 
Oktibbeha “- - 760 “  |Yazoo * a- 1156 * 
Tunica “ - -187 “ Jasper “ - 680 “ 
Monroe E - 1155 “  |tawamba “  # 2082 * 
Marshal “ - 1516 “ {Holmes “ - 480 * 
Rankin ^" - - 1032 “ [Winston “ - - 544 “ 
Kemper “ - 664 “ ‘Amite « - 690 * 
Issaquena “ - 151 “ [Wilkinson * - 592° “ 
Lawrence “ - - "786 “ {Panola E =. 1068 “ 
Copiah “ - - 1898 “ [Yalobusha “ > - 4241 “b 
Wayne “ - 278 “ (Newton ^"  -. 445 “ , 
Jones u - 894.“  |Hancock “ - 443 * 
Jackson  “ - 541 “ [Simpson “ - 369 “ 
Noxubee ^ - 762 “  |Clarke “ - 954 “ 
Pontotoc  * - 2089 “  |Pike um 1201 * 
Tishomingo “ - 8480 “ Franklin ^" - 576 * 
Tippah “= 2400 “  |Attala " - . 1179 “ 
DeSoto “ -1962 “ (Smith ^" " , - 632. *. 
Warren ‘* - 940 “ ¡Claiborne ^" - 568 " 


From the following Counties no Military rons E have been 
returned, viz: M 

Calhoun, Carroll, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Harrison, J efergón; 'Lafay- 
ette, Lauderdale, Leake, Lowndes, Marion, Perry, Scott, Sunflower, 
Tallahatchio, Washington. 
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Relative to the Militia, will state that the law requiring 
parades, is in existence, but no orders have been issuedsby 
the Commander-in-Chief, instructing general and field offi- 

* cers to enforce the law. The law requiring these parades 
was revived some eleven months ago, and not one report 
has been received from any company, regimental or battal- 
ion parade, The law, as it exists, is impracticable, and 
requires to be remodelled before it can be effectual. 
The little interest taken in the Militia, is conclusive evi- 
dence that, a regular organized Militia is contrary to the 
spirit of thé people, and an organization can never be ef- 
fected when the people agree by common consent to disre- 
-gard the law, and laws being of no purpose when they are 
unobserved, I recommend the repeal of the law. Proof 
sufficiently conclusive to show that but little interest is 
taken in the Militia, has been furnished this office by the 
recent returns of election—as some counties which have 
eight or nine hundred men subject to military duty, polled 
at the election for field officers only, from two to fifteen 
votes. - Further proof is that during last Spring, an elec- 
tion was ordered by the Colonel of the ninth regiment of 
the first: Division for an election of Company officers,— 
which he reports to this office as follows: “the qualified 
electors were present, the polls opened, and the men refused 
‘to vote.” He desired to know what was tv be done? The 
only reply was that the framers of the bill anticipated no 
such gross disrespect to military authority, and made no 
provisions relative thereto. Legislative action is recom- 

mended on this point. 

To show the impracticability of the law, it is necessary 
to state that a Regiment is composed of ten Companies, or 
one thousand (1000) men. “By the law each county con- 
stitutes-a Regiment. In numerous counties the number of . 
men subject to duty does not exceed five hundred, (504) 
and in some the number exceeds twenty-five hundred (2500) 
Still further the Companies are limited to sixty-four men, 
‘ and by the law not more than éight Companies in a Regi- 
tment. Therefore it-is impossible to eff ct an organization 
under this law. I recommend its repeal, and suggest that 
a per capita tax be collected in lieu of this Militia duty, 
‘and be deposited in the State Treasury for general military 
purposes. — 07 

On first Monday in October last, the regular biennial 
-election for Militia officers was holden, and from the returns - 
. not more than two-thirds of the requisite officers were 
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elected. The number of commissions issued amounts to 

299, of General officers 12; of Fieid 104 ;. of Staff 28; 
f Line 155. 

The issuing and distribution of commissions to the offi- 
cers entails expense upon the State, and infinite uhnecessary 
labor in this office, and produces no good whatever. Should 
it be deemed unadvisable to repeal “this law, I recommend 
a Convention of the General: Officers and their Staffs, for 
the purpose of adopting a system of regulations, and a 
uniform, dc. The amount of the Expenditures of the De- 
partment for Arms, and Military purposes, is about $26.- 
90 42 

The apportionment of the expepditur es will be found la 
the Appendix. The receipts have been small. A sale of 
old and worthless muskets was effected with a house in 
New York. 'The amount received was $292, which has 
been deposited to the credit of the Department. The Vol- 
unteer Companies are recommended in their elections of 
officers to select always men of military qualifications, as 1t 
is impossible for an officer to impart to his subalterns 
knowledge which he does not possess. The creation of the 
office of Inspector-General of Volunteers, and the consoli- 
dation of the duties of said office, and those of Quarter- 
Master-General also, with the duties of Adjatant-General, 
renders the,total duties too onerous for a single officer to 
perform, were he able to perform them, which is impossiblc 
from their variety. 

The duties of Quarter-Master at this time. being suffi- 
cient for one officer to perform, renders it impossible for 
the duties of Adjutant-General to be discharged properly, 
whieh are equally asimportant, and the duty of Inspector- 
General of Volunteers, while this duty is being performed 
renders it impossible to transact the business of either of 
the other offices. I therefore recommend that a clerk be 
allowed this office, and that the duties of Quarter-Master 
devolve upon the proper officer, for such compensation as 
the Legislature may see fit to allow. 

The law requiring the Adjutant-General to inspect the 
various Volunteer Companies throughout the State, once 
in two years, has been but partially complicd with, owing to 
protracted illness, occasioned in the prosecution of these 
duties. Only four Companies were inspected, to wit: Port 
Gibson Riflemen, Adams’ Light Guard Battalion, (Natchez) 
Volunteer Sonthrons, and Vicksburg Sharpshooters, (War- 


rig.) Orders ware iue] fur the inspeotian ef ihe quit 
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man Guards. at Holmesville, Pike County, Gainsville 
Volunteers, Hancock County, Biloxi Rifle Guards. in 
Harrison County, Quitman Light Infantry, in Noxubee 
County, Noxubee Riflemen, at Macon, and Columbus Rifle- 
men, Columbus ; and other orders would have heen issued 
but for the cause above mentioned, | 

In regard to the Companies iugpeeted, will remark that 
each manifested much zeal aud military proficiency. the 
Captains being officers oi military bearing, &e. I would 
recommend .to the Captains of Volunteer Companies a 
regular system of instruction :— for Infantry, commencing 
with the schoo! of the soldier. aud continuing through the 
se300l of the Company tothe sckoul of the Battalion :—for 
Cavalry, the school of the Trooper, dc. :—for the Artillery, 
Light Artillery tactics. Owing to the probability of a 
war between the two sections of the eountry, I would re- 
commend to the Companies who expect to engage in it, a 
thorough system of drilling, and practice in the advance 
in line of battle, “for the history of the Application of 
modern tactics in battle gives the lesson that courage is 
dependant upon instruction.” The existing military law, 
with some alterations—while it would meet the exigencies 
of the Volunteer corps in time of peace, is wholly unadapt- 
ed to the field in time of war: for while it allows the 
Captain commanding the Division, to order parades, en- 
campments, &c., it docs not authorize the Commander- 
in-Chief to call them into service except in the State, and 
there: being no probability of any necessity for their ser- 
vices in the State, they cannot be called to assist another 
State. Such being the case, I suggest the propriety of 
making no further distribution of arms, until some other 
arrangements better adapted can be made, and will recom- 
mend that in the event a Southern Confederacy is formed, 
and active hostilities are commenced between the South 
and the North, that the Military arganizations that are 
formed for the service, be organized, irrespective of the 
existing law, and with strict conformity to Military law,— 
the Company, composed of 100 men, being the basis of 
organization. (7 mE 

The Legislature of 1355 passed an act appropriating the 
sum of $125,00 to Volunteer Companies of Infantry, and 
$150,00 ja Cavalry, after the performance of certain du- 
Wes Under this appropriation haa heen drawn the follow 
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Quitman Light Infantry,..«...o.o..«...«....«$129,00 

DEMECO S 2g dr aa viet aging n 125,00 

Covington Guards, ...ooooonoros.ro.... 125,00 

Col. B. Adams’ Light Gaard es meses 125,00 
500,00 


This act has been repealed, and’ another substituted in 
lieu thereof, appropriating the sum bf $9 to each member 
of a Volunteer Company- that performs within twelve 
months vine days military duty. 

Under this act of appropriation, the following sums have 
been drawn, to wit : 


Biloxi Rifle Guards,..... EE . -370,00 . 

Quitman Guards,.......... Lees. Mn 234,00 

Home Guards iin ys Fie p RR ER eA 324,00 

Gainsville Volunteers, .....ooooommo o .... 342:00 

O'Connor Rifles, ......... Lm 567,00 

a ose Gace nese was bes 567,00 
$2,404.00 


I would recommend that. a sufficient sum to supply the 
officers of Volunteer Companies with tactics be appropriat- 
ed, and would suggest the purchase for this purpose, of 
“u Gilham’s Manual for Volunteers and Militia,” a work re- 
cently published by authority of the State of Virginia, 
comprising the tactics for each arm of the service, as com- 
piled by officers of the infantry, artillery and cayalry of 
ihe regular service. 

The duties of Quarter-Master General devolving upon 
this department, a passiug notice relative to the business of 
‘the department is necegsary. 

In the month of March last, the old arms and accoutre- 
ments (a pile of rubbish) in the arsenal, were overhauled 
and examined, cleaned and stored away for an emergency ; 
but it is hoped that an emergency that would bring them 
into requisition may never arise. Should, however, such 
iake place, then we might truly exclaim with the Latin poet, 
that “man is never conscious of the danger he has évery 
moment to avoid.” A list of these arms and accoutrements 
is on file in this office, but is unnecessary to be made 1 in. this 
report. 

he following is a list of the arms, &c., examined at the 
general overhauling, that are in tolerable order and fit. for 
use, viz : 

Bayonet scabbards 229, To of which were issued’ to" the 
* Enterprise Guards." aon 


' 

| 
i 
H 
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Cartrid' ge boxes, pistol agd musket, .............- 915 
Rifle, p | ouch, and flask belts,.... 0... 0c. eee eee ..214 
Waist - Dels ancora des sonatas ere ER . 56 
A 106 

sd e TM 107 
GUI SI dS a eters ed 119 
Drago m shoulder belts, ......ooooooomoomo.o».*»... 276 
A —-——————————— MÓN 60 
Hide A E oae Ul ewe 116 a 
Powdt or flasks......... Les. We ea eq A S rare cease: DO 
Flint 1: ock muskets, browned barrel,.............. 160 

vo Wee = bright my ae wwe T2 
Sabreg ^, essensen asian . .. 106 


Most of the cartridge boxes, sabres, belts, holsters, 
pouches, fla. sks, &c. &c., have been distributed. 

The arsc:onal is in bad condition, the floor being worth. 
less from di; «y rot, aad the building totally insecure. 

On the 6 ¿h of June, closed a contract with the “ Ames 
Manufactur'àig Company,” of Massachusetts, for seventeen 
hundred sets ,of accoutrements—five hundred of which 
have been received. : à 

On the 15th- of December, in compliance with verbal 
instructions, proceeded to the Baton Rouge Arsenal, to 
examine a lot of' the U. S. altered percussion muskets, with 
a view to the j, purchase of. five thousand stand. The 
arms were exami ned, and proved satisfactory, and on the 
3tst of December, the final arrangements were closed .in 
New Orleans, betu "cen the U. S. Government and the State 
of Mississippi. , . l 

These arms have ¿1 been. received, and are now stored, 
awaiting orde:rs relat, ive to their distribution. . 

The Seerel ary of Y Var, in November last, addressed a 
communicaticn to His | “xcellency, relative to the distribu- 
tion òf a lot of books, ( ^ Revised Instruction for Field Ar- 
tillery,” ) wlaich were st red by the U. S. Quarter-Master 
at Philadelr hia, awaiting orders. The quota amoun ng 
to 43 volum es, was;ordered to be forwarded to this depurt- 
ment, and b.as been received. 

There are about one hung red and fifty stand of percus- 
-sion rifles in the State, that are .not included in the Abstract 
of Arms, &c., belonging to the State. These arms have 
been ordGred-to be returned to , this department, but none 
have bee received. "They were a. tawn by the “ Lauderdale 
Rifles" “ Attala Guards,” and “1 Monroe Riflemen,” each 
of which has disbanded. n 

In conolt ding these remarks, wil again call the atten- 
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gular system of instruction, and to the importance of fre- 
quent instruction on the field. 
All of these suggestions, recommendations, Sb are 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. L. SYKES 


Adjutant-feneral. 


: i : : 2 
tion of the Volunteer Companies to the T of a re 


ATTENTION IS CALLED TO THE SUBJOINED REPORTS 
OF THE INSPECTION OF VOLUNTEER COMPANIES 
BY THE ADJUTANT GENERAL : 


Port Gisson, Saturday, Sept. 8th, 1860. 

‘To-day inspected the “Port Gibson Riflemen? Captain 
Wm. Mckeever commanding. The Company numbers forty 
men, and turned out at inspection twenty-three all told. 
The arms in possession of this Compauy are the U. S. per- 
cussion rifles, model of 1842, and manufactured by Eli 
Whitney, of Connecticut. Í 

These arms were drawn in the year 1854, from the State 
Arsenal, and are now in good order. The appendages 

re nearly a all complete, a few wormers and screw-drivers 
are missing. The belts are all in good order. The pouches 
are in tolerable order, but the style out of date. The 
springs attaching the powder flasks are nearly all broken. 
This Company drew 60 stand of these arms, but report 
only (39). The others are scattered through Copiah, and 
other counties adjoining—so the Captain reports. 

He has been trying to collect the scattered arms, but has 
met with but little success. In the afternoon the Company 
was paraded for drill. They were exercised in various com- 
pany movements, the manual of arms and the firings, and 
acquitted themselves very well. Of these rifles a few are 
defaced by names, being cut and marked about on them, 
and all show age incident upon use. A; few of the locks 
have been altered for target firing, the others are as when: 
drawn from the State. The interior of the barrels have 
been allowed to rust to some extent. 

W. L. SYKES, 


Inspector-General of Volunteers, 
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x NATCHEZ, Sept 11th, 1860. 


To-day, inspected and reviewed the “ Adams’ Light 
Guard Battalion," Captain Rob' Clark commanding. The 
battalion paraded only 37 men. The officers and men 
presented a neat and soldierly appearance. The arms in- 
possession of the battalion amounting to seventy, are the 
bright barrel altered percussion musket. Of this number 
thirty-seven were inspected on the field—the others were 
seen in the armory. Of these guns but few are out of 
order, and these are in ordinary condition, the stocks have 
been abused, to some exte:t, and a few locks have been 
altered to hair triggers. Most of the aceoutrements are 
good ; some eight or ten cartridge boxes are without -the 
tin case; the belts, &c. are good. After the inspection and 
review, the senior Captain exercised the battalion in a few 
battalion and light infantry manouvers, and concluded with 
a dress parade. The Light Infantry drill has just been 
adopted by the “Guards.” The dress parade passed off 
well, the officers understanding thoroughly the ceremony 
of that form of parade. Y 

E W. L. SYKES, 
Inspector-General of Volunteers. 


VICKSBURG, Sept. 15th, 1860. 


To-day, inspected the “ Vicksburg Sharpshooters,” com- 
manded by Capt. H. H. Miller, and the “ Volunteer 
Southrons,” commanded by Capt. L. C. Moore. The two 
companies were inspected as a battalion, Capt. Miller com- 
manding. The battalion paraded seventy-seven men, 
the “Sharpshooters” turned out (89) and “ Southrons” 
(38). The weather being inclement, the inspection was 
only superficial. 

The arms of both companies are in good order. The 
arms in possession of the Southrons are bright barrel 
altered percussion muskets, and like those of the “ Adams’ 
Light Guard,” a few stocks are abused, ahd a few altered 
to hair trigger ; every gun, however, is in good condition 
for service. 5 

The SUAQUE belonging to these companies are 

C—4 | 
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private property, all in good order. The arms of the 
“ Sharpshooters’ are percussion rifles, model of 1842. 
Some of them are defaced, the browni ng being rubbed off, 
the barrels and the stocks marked, an d some altered for 
target firing ; they are all however ir 1 good condition for 
service. 

The inspection ended, the battalion was exercised, by the 
Inspector in a few battalion manoeuve xs, and the firing, and 
acquitted themselves handsomely. J ‘he Captain command- 
ing, evinced much knowledge of the ceremonies cf “ Pass- 
ing in Review,” “ Inspection," and of the battalion man- 


oeuvers. 
W. L. SYICES, 


Adjutant and Inspector-G »neral of Volunteers. 


NorE.—In making up the aggregate of * arms, ctc., belonging to the 
State, no mention was made of one hundred and seventy-five 
Cadet's Muskets,” and accoutrements. i 

These muskets were drawn from the T J. S. Government some years 
ago, and turned over to Mr. Ashbal Green , President of the “ Mississippi 
Military Institute,” located at Pass Christi an. Of these muslxets seventy- 
five are in use at the Institute,—the oth ers have been ordered to be 
forwarded to this Department, and s hould they be reesived, will be 
turned over to the “Brandon State Mil itary Institute.” i 


LIST OF VOLUNTEER COMPANIES IN THE STATE. 


E 


Warren Guard cesis isis J. P. Brovpn....... 


NAME OF COMPANY. NAME CAPTAIN. County. 
1 | Red Bank Volunteers...... A. C. Ingraham..:.. ) Marshall. - 
2 |Pontotoc Rifles........... Nehemiah Taylor... | Pontotoc. 
3 |Summit Rifles............ J. D. Blincoe....... Pike. 
4.|Salem Dragoons.......... |J. Q, Hamer....... Tippah. 
5 [Brandon Artillery...... .. |D. G, Miller........ Rankin. 
6 ¡Coahoma Riflemen.... ..;F.M.Suddoth...... Coahoma. 
7 |Home Rifles...... .. ....| À. J. Maxwell......|Oktibbeha. 
8 |Home Guards............ TW. Hals ess Marshall, 
9 | Madison Rifles.... ...... Jd. Is DAVIS S ess Madison, 
10 |Invincibles .....- NE A. R. Bowdre ......|DeSoto. 
11 | Vicksburg Sharp Shooters.. |H. H. Miller..... .| Warren. 
12 |Natchez Feneibles ........ E. M. Blackburn.... | Adams. 
13 |Long Creek Cavalry....... Iz S. Perrys esses Attala. 
14 | Mississippi Star Company.. |J. J. Peel......... . | Marshall. 
15 |Port Gibson Rifles......... W. MeKeever..... . | Claiborne. 
16 | West Point Greys....... . |Edw. Burnet..... ,. | Lowndes. 
17 |Neshoba Riflemen ........ Isaac Enloe...... .. | Neshoba. 
18 |Yazoo Rifles............. S. M. Phillips.... .. Yazoo. 
19 | Lafayette Southern Guards|E, S. Wallace....... Lafayette. 
20 |Chickasaw Guards......: :, |W. F. Tucker... . .. | Chiekasaw. 
21 |Lafayette Guards. ........ Wm. Delay..... ... | Lafayette. 
22 | Mississippi Capitol Dragoons | E, R. Burt...... »... | Hinds. 
23 |Quitman Rifle Guards......|S. B. Brown.... .... | Marshall. 
24 Enterprise Guards........ R. S8. Weir..... no... Clarke. 
25 |Pelehatchie Cavalry....... Ed. Jack......... .|Rankin. 
26 | Tishomingo Riflemen...... B.B. Boone .... .... Tishomingo. 
27 |IrrepressibleS ............ J. R. Chalmers...... | DeSoto. 
28 |Lexington Guards ....... D. J. Red......,....| Holmes. 
29 | Volunteer Southrons...... D. N. Moody.. a... . Warren. 
30 |Downing Rifles. .......... A. B. Atkinson...... | Hinds. 
91 |Mississippi Rangers....... W. C. Falkner....... Tippah. 
92 |Union Guards..... Ded J.J. McLain. ,..... |defferson. 
33 ¡Monroe Light Infantry....| Wm. H. Moor e. .... | Monroe. 
34 |Lamar Rifles............. F. M. Green.. ....... Lafayette. 
85 |Grenada Rifles... ......... |J. L. Milton. ...... | Yalobusha, 
36 | TombigbeeRangers........ S. F. Butler. ....... Lowndes. 
37 |Marshall Cavalvy......... W. S. Feath erston. . | Marshall. 
38 |Pontotoc Minute Men .....|H. R. Miller, ...... . | Pontotoc. 
39 ¡Utica Riflemen........... J. C. DaviS..-....... Hinds. 
40 Jeff, Davis Rifles ......... C. H. Mott. ......... Marshall. 
41 |Shuboota Rifle Company ..|J. P. Lawre nce.. y.. Clarke. 
42 |DeSoto Light Dragoons....| Wm. Lewers...... DeSoto. 
43 |Marshall Artillery........ . Johnson......... : | Marshall. 
44. |Carroll Volunteers......... P. F. Lid dell...... | Carrollg 
45 |Burnsville Light Horse....|J. C. Waltems....... Tippah. 
Warren. 


VOLUNTEER COMPANIES===Continued. 
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No. NAME OF COMPANY. NAME CAPTAIN. COUNTY. 
¡FF RS 
47] Southern Guards Cavalry.» ; R. O, Perrin........ Kemper 
48 |Shieldsboro' Riflemen.....|R. Eager.......... Hancock 
49|Quitman Guards... P. Brent.......... Pike. 
50 | Goodman Rifles..........,O. P. Anderson ...: | Holmes. 
51 | Winston Guards.......... |J. M. Bradley...... Winston. 
92 |Copiah Cavalry...........; T. A. Graves....... Copiah. 
53 | Bradford Rifles........... ¡James F. Smith..... Lafayette. 
54 ¡Carroll GruardS.+...o...... D. J. MODPO. ess ves Carroll. 
55 |Quitman Light Artillery.. .. 1J. F. Kerr......... Hinds. 
56 | Claiborne Rifles. ......... |R- Shoemaker...... Claiborne. 
97 | Westville Guards. ........ G. D. J. Funchess. . . | Simpson. 
98 | Prairie Guards.......... . |J. T. W. Hairston .. | Lowndes. 
59 | Pettus Guards........... Wim. M. Estelle.... | Hiuds. 
60 | Bolivar Troop............ Chas.Clarke........ Bolivar. 
61 |Chewappa Dragoons....... A. B. Cole serus Pontotoc. 
62 | Mississippi Rifles...... .... | B. Griffith ......... Hinds. 
63 ¡Covington Guards......... TT. R. White....... Covington. 
64 | Wilkinson Rifles.......... O. Posey....... cece Wilkinson. 
65 | Quitman Light Infantry....|J. L. Duck. ........ Noxubee. 
66 | Noxubee Rifles........... GT. W Cif o sess : 
67 ¡Columbus Riflemen....... C. H. Abert ........ Lowndes. 
68 | Adams’ Light Guard Battal: S. E, Barker........ Adams. 
ion Company. A.. 

Company B...... cm Robert Clarke....... Adams. 
69 | Warren Dragoons ........ W. H. Johnson. ....| Warren. 
70 | Garlandsville Rangers...... |S. G. Loughridge.... | Jasper. 
71 | Linden Legion..... —— Robert Davis. ...... | Copiah. 
62 | Biloxi Rifle Guards....... J. D. Howard ..... Harrison. 
73 | Gainsville Volunteers...... |J. B. Deason ...... Hancock. 
74 |Copiah Volunteer Rifles... M ohn W. Ward....., Copiah. 
79 | Conflict Pettus Lt. Drago as) J. Downs........ DeSoto. 
76 | Corinth Rifles............ Wm. Kilpatrick.... | Tishomingo, 
77 |O’Connor Rifles........... J. H. Buchanan..... Tippah 
78 | Raymond Rifles.......... J. L. McManus..... Hinds. 
79 | Pine Hill Fire Eaters...... We Lr DAVIS ox cues Tippah 
80 | Kemper Legion .......... J. W. Carter......, Kemper. 
81 ¡Southern Rifle Guards. .... {John E. Keegan, s-s | Lawrence, 


Staff of the Commander-in-Chiek, 


JOHN J. PETTUS, Commander-in-Chief. 


_ »—£--«4 

W. L. SYKES, Adjutant-General—Rank of Brigade-General. 

N. F. BARKSDALE, Quarter-Master General—Rank of Colonel. 
C. G. ARMSTEAD, Aid-DeCamp—Rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
H. L. MULDROW, “ ti » ó H 

G. M. FOWLER, i he i d i 

v. L, TERRELL, & u u tc tt 

F. LABOUVRE, Assistant-Quarter-Master-General—Rank of Major. 
Wm. A. BARBER, T T u u T. t 
JOHN C. RUSSELL, “ E Te oH i i ^ 
S. H. TERRAL, Es ti a“ it 4 u 


General und Jic Biticera 


OF THE VOLUNTEER MILITIA OF THE STATE OF 
MISSISSIPPI, ELECTED BY THE MILITARY BOARD, 
WHICH CONVENED ON THE 2978 OF MAY, A. D. 
1860, AT JACKSON. ) 


Commandant of Division, 

Capt. Tuos. W. Harris, of the Home Guards. 
Commandant of Ist Brigade, 

Capt. J. R. CHALMERS, of the Irrepressibles. 
Commandant of 2d Brigade, 

Capt. H. H. MinLzR, of the Vicksburg Sharp-Shooters. 
Commandant of 1st Regiment, st Brigade, 

Capt. J. G. Hamer, of the Salem Dragoons. 
Commandant of 2d Regiment, Ist Brigade, 

Capt.. A. R. Bowpnz, ofthe Invincibles. 
Commandant of Ist Regiment, 2d Brigade, : 

' Capt. C. H. Aperr, of the Columbus Riflemen, g 
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Commandant of 2d Regiment of 2d Brigade, 

Capt. L. JULIENNE, Of the Mississippi Rifles. 
Commandant of 1st Battalion, 1st Regiment, 1st Brigade, 

Capt. J. H. Bucuaxan, of the O'Conner Rifles. 
Commandant of 2d Battalion, 2d Regiment, 1st Brigade. 

(Vacant.) 
Commandant of 1st Battalion, 2d Regiment, 1st Brigade 

Capt. W. Dznar, of the Lafayette Guards. 
Commandant of 2d Battalion, 2d Regiment, 1st Brigade. 

Capt. M. S. Warp, of Panola. Guards. | 
Commandant of ist Battalion, ist Regiment, 2d Brigade, 

Capt. G. T. Wem, of the Noxubee Rifles. S 
Commandant of 2d Battalion, Ist Regiment, 2d Brigade, 

Capt. R. S. Wer, of Enterprise Guards. 
Commandant of Ist Battalion, of 2d Regiment, of 2d Rrigade, : 

Capt. J. J. THORNTON, of the Rankin Guards. 
Commandant of 2d Battalion, 2d Regiment, 2d Brigade, 

Capt. Wu. MoKzzvzn, of the Port Gibson Rifles. 


THE FOLLOWING REPORTS OF CAPTAINS OF VOLUN- 
TEER COMPANIES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AND FILED 
IN THIS OFFICE, TO-WIT: 

I do hereby certify that I have this day, in accordance 
with section 12 “of an act” further to regulate “the Mi- 
litia and Volunteer System,” critically inspected the arms 
in charge of my Company, belonging to the State, and report 
them (60 Rifies) in good order, with the exception of wear 
occasioned by use, in practice of target and blank cartridge 
firing, screw-drivers, and gun nipers, complete, comprising 
all the property the said company have i in possession be- 


longing to the State. 
CHAS. H. ABERT, 


Capt. Columbus Riflemen. 
Columbus, Miss., August 1st., 1860. 
To Aun "General W. L, SYKES, J sd Miss. 
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NATCHEZ, August 27th, 1860. 
W. L. Sus A djutant-General— 

Dear Sir: In compliance with orders received, we beg 
leave to offer the following report of the arms, accourtre- 
ments in possession of the “Adams Light Guard Bat- 
talion : 

15 per cussion muskets, 
70 setts. belts and boxes. 


40 cap boxes. 
40 old flint cock muskets, 


30 setts aecourtrements. 


With last twenty muskets we did not receive either cap 
boxes or gun slings. . 
‘SAM’L E. BAKER, 

Captain Company A. 
ROBERT CLARK, 
Captain Company B. 


GAINESVILLE, Miss., Aug. <Ttb, 1860. 
Gen. W. L. SYkEs— : 

Dear Sir: In accordance with the 12th section of an act 
of the Legislature, of the State of Mississippi, approved 
February 12th, 1860, I have the honor to report, that the 
arms and accourtrements of the Gainesville Volunteers, 
under fhy charge, are all in good order, which I have in 
spected as the law directs—that there are forty Mississippi 
rifles, cartridge boxes, &oc., complete with each rifle—all of 
which is respectfully submitted. 
| J. B. DEASON, 
Capt. commanding, Gainesville Volunteers. 
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THe Stats or MISSISSIPPI, 
County of Hancock. 


Personally appeared before me, D. W. JOHNSON, a Jus- 
tice of the Peace for said county, J. B. Deason, who after 
being duly sworn upon his oath says the foregoing report is 


just and true. 


J. B. DEA-ON. 


Sworn to aad subscribed before me this 27th day of 


August, 1860. 


D. W. JOHNSON, J. P. 


GENERAL AND FIELD OFFICERS OF THE MISSISSIPPI 


MILITIA. 


Major-General 1st Division M. M., 
W. W. W. Woon. 
Major-General 2d Division M. M., 
I M. PaTRIDGE. * 
Major-General 3d Division M. M., 
E. O. HuNTLEY. 
Major-General 4th Division M. M., 
T. L. Rogers. 
Major-General 5th Division M. M., 
W., D. Brox. 
Brigadier General 1st Brigade, 1st Division, 
Wm. F. Carn. 
Brigadier-General 2d Brigade, 1st Division, 
A. M. DoziER. 
Brigadier-General 1st Brigade 2d Division, 
R. H. Davis. | 
Brigadier-General Zd Brigade, 2d Division, 
J. C. HIGGINS. 
Brigadier-General 1st Brigade, 3d Division, 
Vacant. 
Brigadier-General 2d Brigade, 3d Division, 
Vacant. 


Brigadier-General Ist Brigade, 4th Division, . 


R. O. REYNOLDS. 
Brigadier-General 2d Brigade, 4th Division, 
Vacant. 


Brigadier-General 1st Brigade, 5th Division, 
W. C. FALENER. 


Drigadier-General 2d Brigade, 5th Division, 
Jas, D. RUFFIN. 


ico 
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VICKSBURG, August 30th, 1860. 
Gex. W. L. Sykes, Jackson, Miss., 

Dear Sir :—In compliance with section 12, of the new 
military law, I beg to report now in the possession of the 
“Volunteer Southorns,” fifty-four percussion muskets, be- 
longing to the State and in good order. The Company 
originally drew from the State sixty muskets, six of which, 
however, were taken, and worthless when received. 

Very Respectfully, 
L. C. MOORE, JR., 
Commanding Volunteer Southrons. 


Statement of expenilitures for arms, accoutrements, &c.: 


State of Mississippi in account with Ames’ Manufacturing 
> Company, DR, 


1860. To 500 Setts Accoutrements, 
«  * 100 Cavalry, Sabers.and Accoutrements, 
* © 100:Sergeant’s Swords and Belts, 

200 Thousand Percussion Caps, 

"  * 200 Sabre-Bayonets, &oc. 

Packing Boxes, &c. 


$5,952 90° 
" 200 Colt’s Pistols, Holstes, Packing 
Boxes, &o. 4110 00 
“ — * 900 Whitney Pistols Packing Box- 
es, &c. 2425 00 
s * 60 Percussion Muskets, - 285. 00 
.". ;" BO Artillery Swords, &c. 137 50 
A Traveling Expenses of Adjutent- F 
t “General “on Official Business, 301.85 
i MEE ‘Freight; . drayage, &c. on arms and 
"+ accóutrements,  - 162 50 
oe T Adams da Co. for freight o on 
got -pistols, - 118 00 
ee, 2 . Freight on 5000 maok = 2 - 486 75 
O E , J. & GN. R. R. Co. - 210 36 
dt due Sóuthern. Rail Road Co. -  * 307 80 
u` «a U, $, Gov. for 5000 muskets  - 12,500 00 


$26,900 42 
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